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Overview 


 
Constable (Cst.) Helen Grus is before this Tribunal charged with one count of 


Discreditable Conduct under the Police Services Act. The hearing commenced on August 


8, 2022, and remains in progress, with additional dates set for January 8-11, 2024.   


 


Cst. Grus is represented by Ms. Bath-Shéba van den Berg and Mr. Blair Ector. The 


Ottawa Police Service (OPS) is represented by Ms. Vanessa Stewart and Ms. Bonnie 


Cho. 


 
On July 24, 2023, the Defence advised the Tribunal of their intent to call five expert 


witnesses to give evidence at the Hearing.  The Statutory Powers and Procedure Act 


(SPPA) is vague when it comes to rules governing expert witnesses and both parties 


agreed that some parameters must be established.  In the August 9, 2023 written 


Decision on Notice of Filing Evidence and Applicant by Cross-Application, this Tribunal’s 


decision was to adopt the Ontario Civilian Police Commission (OCPC) Rules of Practice 


for expert witnesses.   


 


From September 29 to October 2, 2023, the Tribunal received the curriculum vitae, Terms 


of Reference, and expert reports of the five proposed expert witnesses:  Dr. James 


Thorpe;  Dr. Gregory Chan;  Dr. Eric Payne;  Mr. Shawn Buckley;  and Staff Sergeant 


(S/Sgt.) Retired Peter Danyluk.   


 


On October 11, 2023, Ms. Stewart advised that the Prosecution would not be challenging 


the qualifications of the medical doctors but would challenge the qualifications and 


admission of the opinion evidence of S/Sgt. Danyluk and Mr. Buckley.  Ms. Stewart 


confirmed that the Prosecution would not be calling expert witnesses in response.   


 
In an October 13, 2023 email to Defence, I advised that I remain with strong reservations 


on the relevancy of the medical doctors’ proposed evidence and that I would require 


pointed submissions on relevancy before deciding if the three medical experts would be 


summoned as witnesses.   


 


Submissions 


 


Ms. van den Berg provided oral submissions on the relevancy of the five proposed expert 


witnesses at the November 1, 2023 in-person session of the Hearing.  A Defence Book 


of Authorities was entered (Exhibit #60).  This was followed by oral submissions by Ms. 


Stewart and various case law was received and entered as exhibits.  (Exhibit #s 51, 52, 


57, 58, 59.) 


 
Ms. van den Berg submitted that the PSA charge is a regulatory offence therefore is 


considered a strict liability offence.  There is no onus for the Prosecution to prove mens 


rea, only to prove the actions were without due care and attention.  This leaves open a 
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defence that the Respondent Officer used reasonable care, based on the balance of 


probabilities and the conduct is to be assessed using the reasonable person standards.  


(R. v. Sault Ste. Marie (SCC, 1978) and R. v. Heap (Alberta Court of Justice, 2023)).  The 


fundamental principles of reasonable care are:  What is reasonable depends on the 


circumstances;  reasonable care requires action (positive steps taken);  and must relate 


to the specifics and not a general notion of reasonable actions.  If what Cst. Grus had 


done was what a reasonable police officer would have done in the same circumstances, 


then she has a defence and her acts or omissions are innocent.   


 


Ms. van den Berg submitted that it is the Defence’s position that Cst. Grus took positive 


steps to inform her chain of command.  She had prepared some research to reach a 


professional finding of criminality up until the point of her suspension which prevented her 


from taking further steps.  (R. v. Gonder (Yukon Territory Territorial Court, 1981.)) 


 


Ms. van den Berg submitted that the Prosecution has introduced a mens rea component 


or a “mental element” component in its position that Cst. Grus engaged in the prohibited 


act for personal reasons.  This is key and relevant for the three medical experts as they 


will provide testimony to establish that their expert beliefs are similar to Cst. Grus’ beliefs, 


therefore negating the notion that her beliefs were personal.  It would also support the 


defence of an honest belief.   


 


Ms. van den Berg further submitted that the three medical experts would offer the Tribunal 


to hear evidence on the issue of Covid-19 vaccines and their adverse effects.  The doctors 


can speak to evidence that is similar to the research that was before Cst. Grus when she 


held the belief that there was potentially criminal negligence causing death or breach of 


public trust.   


 


Ms. van den Berg submitted that Dr. Thorpe is an obstetrician-gynecologist (OB-GYN) 


who has worked with women and pregnancies in Florida.  He is a very qualified medical 


doctor that can speak to a reasonable and probable linkage between vaccinations of 


pregnant women and infant deaths.  She submitted that Dr. Payne is a pediatrician who 


would provide an expertise on the adverse reporting system and some opinion on 


enlarged hearts and infant deaths.  Finally, Dr. Chan is a family doctor who has an 


expertise on the adverse effects of vaccinations and flaws with the reporting system.    


 
Ms. van den Berg submitted that she would ask the same five key questions to each 


medical expert to establish that Cst. Grus’ beliefs coincide with their professional beliefs, 


establishing that this was not a personal endeavor by Cst. Grus.   


 


Ms. van den Berg submitted that Mr. Buckley is an expert in health regulatory law, one of 


the few in Canada.  He would provide expert testimony on legal aspects of clinical trials 


and the opinion that the Public Health Agency of Canada made the decision in 2021 to 


authorize a Pfizer vaccine for pregnant and breast-feeding women while still under trial. 


He would provide a regulatory opinion to the Tribunal.   
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Ms. van den Berg submitted that S/Sgt. Danyluk will provide expert opinion on the police 


chain of command--what it is and how is it is enforced.  He will also provide opinion 


evidence on the role and scope of police discretion.  She submitted that S/Sgt. Danyluk 


is former military and published a book on ethics.  


 


Ms. van den Berg submitted that proper procedure for this Tribunal to proceed is to hold 


a voir dire for each of the proposed experts before determining relevance.  Citing R. v. 


D.D. (SCC, 2000), R. v. Mohan (SCC, 1994), and White Burgess Langille Inman v. Abbott 


and Haliburton Co. (SCC, 2015), Ms. van den Berg submitted that each case allowed the 


judge to hear from the experts, including cross-examination, before a determination was 


made on whether the witness would be allowed.  In R. v. Mohan, the four criteria of 


relevance, necessity, absence on an exclusionary rule, and expert qualification can then 


be assessed and applied.   


 


Ms. van den Berg cited R. v. Abbey (Ontario Court of Appeal, 2009) which lays out that 


the trial judge, at the conclusion of the voir dire, must identify and determine the nature 


and scope of the proposed expert evidence before deciding admissibility.   Ms. van den 


Berg further submitted that, as contained in the ruling of Timpauer v. Air Canada et al 


(Federal Court of Canada, 1986), it was deemed wrong for the Board to deny expert 


witnesses without reasons.  It was the duty of the Board to hear witnesses and then, and 


only then, decide if the intended evidence is admissible or not.   


 


Ms. van den  Berg submitted that notwithstanding the above case authorities, the Defence 


appreciates that the Tribunal has the authority to make its own rules, however it is best 


practice to have the proposed expert witnesses take the stand in a voir dire before 


admissibility is determined.  Ms. van den Berg submitted that the Defence is open to the 


Tribunal limiting the scope and setting parameters to exactly what the experts can provide 


opinion.   


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that all relevant evidence is admissible and when proper 


qualification occurs, opinion evidence on matters of specialized knowledge may be 


permitted.  (White Burgess Langille Inman v. Abbott and Haliburton Co. (SCC, 2015.).  


Ms. Stewart further submitted that, as spoken to in R. v. Abbey (Court of Appeal for 


Ontario, 2009), it is fundamental to the adversary process that witnesses only testify to 


what they observed.  This exclusionary rule is for the Hearing Officer not to be swayed 


by the opinions of witnesses.  Ms. Stewart submitted that this process or test is extremely 


important.  The proliferation of expert evidence is a threat to the proceedings and expert 


witnesses are not permitted to highjack proceedings and usurp the trier of fact. 


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that the threshold test found in R. v. D.D. (SCC, 2000) exists to 


ensure that mere relevance of helpfulness is not enough to admit an expert’s opinion.  


The submission by Defence that the evidence of the three medical doctors will be “helpful” 


does not meet the test.   
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Ms. Stewart submitted that logical relevance is a low threshold.  The medical expert 


evidence is not logically relevance, and this is different from legal relevance.  There needs 


to be an evaluation of the probative value of the evidence.   


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that R. v. Abbey (Court of Appeal of Ontario, 2009), paragraph 95, 


speaks to the trial judge’s assessment of proffered opinion evidence falling somewhere 


between what is essential to fact finding and what is unhelpful.  Ms. Stewart submitted 


that this rule exists to ensure unhelpful evidence does not go into the record and trying to 


prevent a situation of “trial by expert”.  The decision maker must consider other factors of 


the trial process.  


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that to be a properly qualified expert witness, the witness needs 


to be impartial, independent, and unbiased.  In Canadian law, if an expert witness is found 


not to be impartial then they should be ruled inadmissible. (White Burgess Langille Inman 


v. Abbott and Haliburton Co. (SCC, 2015), paragraph 35).  Ms. Stewart further submitted 


paragraph 37 of the White Burgess Langille Inman v. Abbott and Haliburton Co. decision 


which cites the Gould v. Western Coal Corp. (ONSC 2012) decision which states that the 


witnesses require objectivity and must be neutral.  They should not be advocates to one 


party and “parrot the opinion of the client”.  Ms. Stewart submitted that, as in White 


Burgess Langille Inman v. Abbott and Haliburton Co., this Tribunal must undertake the 


process of impartiality and can do so without hearing from these five witnesses.    


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that the Tribunal must then look at the balancing stage of the 


analysis and this is where the Hearing Officer weighs the probative value.  This is the 


gatekeeping function that balances the benefits from the risk to determine if the benefits 


justify the risks.  Ms. Stewart submitted that the risks are extreme as it could turn a hearing 


into something it should not be.  When risks outweigh benefits, it should not be admitted. 


 


Citing White Burgess Langille Inman v. Abbott and Haliburton Co., paragraph 18 and 


onwards, Ms. Stewart submitted that in this case law the Appellants file for the dismissal 


of an expert report as inadmissible.  Ms. Stewart submitted that although it is preferable 


to proceed by voir dire, it is also possible to decide the admissibility without hearing from 


the witness.  It really comes down to the information provided and the Hearing Officer 


needs to take time to consider the five expert reports submitted by Defence.   


 
Ms. Stewart submitted that this Tribunal cannot be a venue for theories linking vaccines 


to infant deaths.  Ms. Stewart spoke of the National Citizens Inquiry’s (NCI) Interim 


Report, a citizen-led inquiry into Canada’s Covid-19 response, in which Mr. Buckley, Dr. 


Payne, and Dr. Chan provided testimony.  (Exhibit #62.)  Ms. Stewart submitted that much 


of the expert reports submitted by Defence are a ‘cut and paste’ of their reports submitted 


to the NCI.  There was a specific agenda that presented specific viewpoints, similar to the 


viewpoints of Cst. Grus and supporting her perpetuation of the offence.   
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Ms. Stewart submitted that Dr. Payne is not qualified, he is not impartial, and his report is 


not relevant nor necessary to this hearing.  It may have been relevant at the NCI but it is 


not relevant here.  There was no voir dire at the NCI. 


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that Dr. Chan is not qualified, his report is not relevant, and he is 


not impartial.  Dr. Chan’s testimony at the NCI speaks to the importance of documenting 


adverse effects of Covid-19 vaccinations and this is exactly what Cst. Grus was doing.  


His opinion as to pregnant women and still births is not relevant to this Tribunal.   


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that Dr. Thorpe’s report examines the Covid-19 vaccine and 


breast-feeding.  He did not testify at the NCI.  It is not relevant to this Hearing what the 


conclusions are.  The whole basis of the charge is that Cst. Grus had a personal and 


academic interest, and she used her position to access reports for which she did not have 


permission. 


 
Ms. Stewart submitted that Mr. Buckley is not qualified, not relevant, and not impartial.  


He was one of the officials who organized and ran the inquiry.   Ms. Stewart submitted 


that his opinion on the safety of the vaccination and how it was approved in Canada is 


not necessary for the Hearing Officer to hear.  Again, his expert report submitted here is 


a ‘cut and paste’ from his report to the NCI.  It may have been relevant there but is not 


relevant for this misconduct hearing.  Ms. Stewart submitted that Mr. Buckley is biased 


and admits to his bias at the Inquiry.   


 


Ms. Stewart submitted that S/Sgt. (retired) Danyluk is not qualified, not necessary, and 


his evidence is not relevant.  He has never been an investigator in the Professional 


Standards Unit (PSU) and that the designated Hearing Officer is of a higher rank, as 


required under the legislative scheme, to make the determination of misconduct.  Ms. 


Stewart submitted that S/Sgt. Danyluk has already taken positions in his report that 


illustrate bias and an expert is supposed to provide unbiased opinions.  


 
In her rebuttal, Ms. van den Berg  submitted that her submissions were tailored to 


relevancy and not to impartiality or qualifications, as instructed by the Hearing Officer, 


and that the Tribunal should strike out the Prosecution’s submissions on impartiality.   


 


Ms. van den Berg submitted that the Tribunal could put limitations on the experts and 


have them sign an oath on their impartiality and that previous testimony at the NCI does 


not preclude them being expert witnesses here.  Bias in the reports can be struck and 


limits can be placed on the scope of their testimony.  As suggested in White Burgess 


Langille Inman v. Abbott and Haliburton Co., experts may need to be reminded to keep 


to their area of expertise. 
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Decision 


 
I have reviewed, in detail, the volume of case law submitted and cited by both counsels 


and found R. v. Mohan; White Burgess Langille Inman v. Abbot and Haliburton Co.; R. v. 


DD; and R. v. Abbey particularly helpful in reaching my decision on the five proposed 


expert witnesses for the Defence.  I will first turn to the four-part criteria contained in R. 


v. Mohan, that of:  Relevance; necessity; absence of any exclusionary rule; and a properly 


qualified expert.   


 


The Defence submissions that the three medical experts are relevant as they will provide 


testimony to establish that their expert beliefs are similar to Cst. Grus’ beliefs that there 


was potentially criminal negligence or breach of trust occurring.  I agree to an extent that 


the component of relevancy has been established, however it is limited to this narrow role 


of rebutting the Prosecution’s position that Cst. Grus was acting on personal beliefs.  I 


find no relevance of the three medical experts to the four actions that Cst. Grus is alleged 


to have carried out and thus constituting misconduct.   


 


As to necessity I find that, as the trier of fact, I do not require to hear the proposed medical 


experts or from Mr. Buckley as a legal expert in heath regulatory law.  Ample medical 


documentation has already been submitted (exhibit #50), including the World Health 


Organization’s Covid-19 Vaccine Safety Surveillance Manual, various Covid-19 clinical 


studies, Pfizer’s clinical trial data, and Health Canada documents on Covid-19 vaccines.  


As the trier of fact, I can also turn to the expert witness documents of the three medical 


doctors (exhibit #61) and Mr. Buckley to determine consistency with Cst. Grus’ informed 


beliefs.  Section 15(1) of the Statutory Powers Procedure Act provides this Tribunal 


authority to receive evidence in this manner, without being given under oath or affirmation.  


Simply, there is a way forward to consider the alignment of Cst. Grus’ views within the 


medical and legal community without taking the time and resources to qualify, provide 


scope to, and hear from expert witnesses.   


 


R. v. DD speaks to the notion that mere helpfulness is not enough to admit an expert’s 


opinion and that an expert opinion ‘is admissible if exceptional issues require special 


knowledge outside the experience of the trier of fact”.  I find this applicable to the proposed 


expert evidence of S/Sgt. (retired) Peter Danyluk.  Although a respected and 


knowledgeable former police officer with an established insight on police ethics and chain 


of command, I find myself, as a former superintendent, sufficiently experienced and 


capable to apply the proper analysis and weight required in considering misconduct. 


 


Of great concern to me is the bias present in the materials submitted by two of the five 


potential witnesses and the impact that it could have on this Tribunal.  I accept Ms. 


Stewart’s submission that, in Canadian law, if an expert witness is found not to be 


impartial, then they should be ruled inadmissible.  (White Burgess Langille Inman v. 


Abbott and Haliburton Co.).   
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Dr. Thorpe demonstrates a strong bias in the response to a questionnaire wherein he 


writes that the OPS should be investigated for their “political prosecution of Det. Grus” 


and the opinion that “Det. Grus has been targeted for pure political reasons”.   


 


S/Sgt. Danyluk, in written response to a questionnaire, provides his respectful opinion 


that the disciplinary system is being used against Cst. Grus where leadership should have 


been applied and there was a failure in not investigating the media leak.   


 


Mr. Shaun was a moderator at the April 26, 2023 National Citizen’s Inquiry who put 


questions to a witness, former RCMP Corporal Daniel Bulford, on Cst. Grus’ actions and 


subsequent PSA charges whereas Dr. Payne and Dr. Chan were witnesses at the Inquiry.   


 


I find that all five witnesses have a demonstrated bias and there are inherent dangers in 


permitting them to provide expert testimony.  The Defence has submitted that I place strict 


parameters to limit the scope of their testimony.  I am of the opinion that any benefit to 


this Tribunal is nullified by the bias.  They are not impartial and each has an agenda to 


put forward which is, generally, anti-vaccination in tone and supportive of the actions of 


Cst. Grus that has led to the misconduct charge before this Tribunal.  I cannot and will 


not allow this PSA disciplinary hearing to become a forum to further the polarizing issue 


of the risks of Covid-19 vaccinations and the merits or legality of the Public Health Agency 


of Canada’s Covid-19 policy.   


 


For the above noted reasons, I rule that this Tribunal will not permit Dr. Thorpe, Dr. Chan, 


Dr. Payne, S/Sgt. (retired) Danyluk, nor Mr. Buckley to appear as expert witnesses and 


summons will not be issued.   


 


 


 


(original signed) 


 


Chris Renwick  


Superintendent (Retired)    


  


November 26, 2023.   


  








GRUS, Helen – MSM NEWS publications for December 7, 2023 


- Articles collected from CBC, CTV, Ottawa Sun, Ottawa Citizen, and MSN 


amplification of Ottawa Citizen story: 


CBC – December 7, 2023 


https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-


invasion-of-privacy-1.7052010?fbclid=IwAR2n4oa6AhDixBT2muDKc3o-


SZ59QDwk3ZyyVWQtXWNXRJYwfhx8_tAkCJc 


 



https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-invasion-of-privacy-1.7052010?fbclid=IwAR2n4oa6AhDixBT2muDKc3o-SZ59QDwk3ZyyVWQtXWNXRJYwfhx8_tAkCJc

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-invasion-of-privacy-1.7052010?fbclid=IwAR2n4oa6AhDixBT2muDKc3o-SZ59QDwk3ZyyVWQtXWNXRJYwfhx8_tAkCJc

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/ottawa/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-invasion-of-privacy-1.7052010?fbclid=IwAR2n4oa6AhDixBT2muDKc3o-SZ59QDwk3ZyyVWQtXWNXRJYwfhx8_tAkCJc





 


 







CTV – December 7, 2023 


https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-officer-who-


accessed-dead-child-s-vaccine-records-1.6678298?fbclid=IwAR1FYh8efdXP7-


cwsv_NqtcV-N_wSBZyRYSke7wjyh1DNUT2VEuHoHX6fHw 


 


 



https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-officer-who-accessed-dead-child-s-vaccine-records-1.6678298?fbclid=IwAR1FYh8efdXP7-cwsv_NqtcV-N_wSBZyRYSke7wjyh1DNUT2VEuHoHX6fHw

https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-officer-who-accessed-dead-child-s-vaccine-records-1.6678298?fbclid=IwAR1FYh8efdXP7-cwsv_NqtcV-N_wSBZyRYSke7wjyh1DNUT2VEuHoHX6fHw

https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/ottawa-police-board-settles-with-family-over-officer-who-accessed-dead-child-s-vaccine-records-1.6678298?fbclid=IwAR1FYh8efdXP7-cwsv_NqtcV-N_wSBZyRYSke7wjyh1DNUT2VEuHoHX6fHw





 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







Ottawa Sun – December 7, 2023 


https://ottawasun.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-


police-services-board/wcm/12b32a8e-ae04-46d8-8d1a-


f2c9336de0ce?fbclid=IwAR2SzhRgghNNodQNxSFhBb-07-


x5AE1QeFZzQzj1BzdVlG_aspCpIIbc6wk 


 



https://ottawasun.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/wcm/12b32a8e-ae04-46d8-8d1a-f2c9336de0ce?fbclid=IwAR2SzhRgghNNodQNxSFhBb-07-x5AE1QeFZzQzj1BzdVlG_aspCpIIbc6wk

https://ottawasun.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/wcm/12b32a8e-ae04-46d8-8d1a-f2c9336de0ce?fbclid=IwAR2SzhRgghNNodQNxSFhBb-07-x5AE1QeFZzQzj1BzdVlG_aspCpIIbc6wk

https://ottawasun.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/wcm/12b32a8e-ae04-46d8-8d1a-f2c9336de0ce?fbclid=IwAR2SzhRgghNNodQNxSFhBb-07-x5AE1QeFZzQzj1BzdVlG_aspCpIIbc6wk

https://ottawasun.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/wcm/12b32a8e-ae04-46d8-8d1a-f2c9336de0ce?fbclid=IwAR2SzhRgghNNodQNxSFhBb-07-x5AE1QeFZzQzj1BzdVlG_aspCpIIbc6wk





 


 







 


 







 







Ottawa Citizen – December 7, 2023 


https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-


police-services-


board?fbclid=IwAR17Dg8S54AMK8Yo9OsNehPF_4AV_L00a6BlQNgQnHQ58-a-


kx8cW-1KJEY 


 



https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board?fbclid=IwAR17Dg8S54AMK8Yo9OsNehPF_4AV_L00a6BlQNgQnHQ58-a-kx8cW-1KJEY

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board?fbclid=IwAR17Dg8S54AMK8Yo9OsNehPF_4AV_L00a6BlQNgQnHQ58-a-kx8cW-1KJEY

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board?fbclid=IwAR17Dg8S54AMK8Yo9OsNehPF_4AV_L00a6BlQNgQnHQ58-a-kx8cW-1KJEY

https://ottawacitizen.com/news/local-news/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board?fbclid=IwAR17Dg8S54AMK8Yo9OsNehPF_4AV_L00a6BlQNgQnHQ58-a-kx8cW-1KJEY





 







 







 


 







 


MSN – Microsoft News amplified the Ottawa Citizen story, sharing on the recommended 


news feed for viewers: 


https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-


police-services-board/ar-AA1lam8r?fbclid=IwAR1F1np9XIAdfILFlrT77lKFg4T7G-


Gaj0qrBn5xkxHNbmYP61USAEIrHJw 


 


 


 



https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/ar-AA1lam8r?fbclid=IwAR1F1np9XIAdfILFlrT77lKFg4T7G-Gaj0qrBn5xkxHNbmYP61USAEIrHJw

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/ar-AA1lam8r?fbclid=IwAR1F1np9XIAdfILFlrT77lKFg4T7G-Gaj0qrBn5xkxHNbmYP61USAEIrHJw

https://www.msn.com/en-ca/news/canada/family-settles-privacy-complaint-with-ottawa-police-services-board/ar-AA1lam8r?fbclid=IwAR1F1np9XIAdfILFlrT77lKFg4T7G-Gaj0qrBn5xkxHNbmYP61USAEIrHJw





 


 


 


 







 


 


 








DonaldBest.CA 
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Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus Not Allowed Any Defense 
Witnesses 


December 11, 2023 Donald Best 


Dr. Eric Payne, Dr. James Thorpe, Dr. Gregory Chan, Ottawa Police S/Sgt (retired) Peter Danyluk, Lawyer Shawn Buckley – 


Ottawa Police Tribunal Rejects Every Defense Witness! 


Hearing Officer Chris Renwick refuses to allow testimony from any of the five defense witnesses 
proposed by Detective Grus’s legal team. 


Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus is charged with ‘Discreditable Conduct’ under the Ontario Police Services Act 


for conducting “unauthorized” investigations into the sudden deaths of nine infants. 



https://donaldbest.ca/ottawa-police-detective-helen-grus-not-allowed-any-defense-witnesses/

https://getfireshot.com

https://donaldbest.ca/

https://donaldbest.ca/ottawa-police-detective-helen-grus-not-allowed-any-defense-witnesses/

https://donaldbest.ca/author/puppy3/

https://i0.wp.com/donaldbest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/5927B8A3-C878-4020-AF66-0798C24EB162_4_5005_c.jpeg?ssl=1





“Why even pretend to have this sham trial? The verdict’s already been decided. The fix is in.” 


(Ottawa Police Staff Sergeant ‘B’ commenting to journalist Donald Best) 


Detective Grus was investigating any potential connection between the vaccination status of the mothers and 


the sudden deaths of breastfeeding babies. Ottawa Police shut down her investigation, ordered her to stop, and 


charged her with an internal disciplinary charge. 


In a decision dated November 26, 2023, Hearing Officer Renwick rejected all five defense 


expert witnesses – three medical doctors, a retired Ottawa Police Staff Sergeant, and a 


Regulatory lawyer. 


Let me paraphrase the legalese of Renwick’s decision with the truth… 


Renwick essentially found that he doesn’t require the testimony of the witnesses as 


they are biased and will present evidence in favour of Detective Grus. 


Oh… he says it a little differently but the core of his decision is evident to anyone with 


any sense of justice. 


For instance, Dr. James Thorpe had expressed an opinion that “the Ottawa Police 


Service should be investigated for their political prosecution of Detective Grus.” 
Trials Officer Supt 


(Retired) Chris Renwick So no testimony from Dr. James Thorpe. 


“S/Sgt. Danyluk, in written response to a questionnaire, provides his respectful 


opinion that the disciplinary system is being used against Cst. Grus where leadership should have been applied 


and there was a failure in not investigating the media leak.” 


So no testimony from retired Staff Sergeant Peter Danyluk – a recognized expert in police ethics. 


Lawyer Shaun Buckley “was a moderator at the April 26, 2023 National Citizen’s Inquiry who put questions to 


a witness, former RCMP Corporal Daniel Bulford, on Cst. Grus’ actions and subsequent PSA charges – whereas 


Dr. Eric Payne and Dr. Gregory Chan were witnesses at the Inquiry.” 


So no testimony from Shawn Buckley, Dr. Eric Payne, or Dr. Gregory Chan. 


And there you have it folks… 


The Ottawa Police Tribunal will not allow Detective Grus to call any defense witnesses. 


Dr. Eric Payne, Paediatric Neurology – NOT ALLOWED 


Dr. James Thorp, Obstetrics and Gynecology – NOT ALLOWED 
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Dr. Gregory Chan, Family Medicine – NOT ALLOWED 


Ottawa Police Staff Sergeant (retired) Peter Danyluk – NOT ALLOWED 


Lawyer Shawn Buckley. – NOT ALLOWED 


A sham trial by a sham tribunal. 


Ruling on Proposed Expert Witnesses for Defence 


This is the November 26, 2023 ruling by Ottawa Police Hearing Officer Superintendent (retired) Chris Renwick. 


Having attended every day of the Grus Hearing in August and October/November, 2023 – I can assure each of my 


readers that there is NO WAY that Hearing Officer Renwick wrote the attached Ruling. Not a snowball’s chance. 


Never happened. 


Which raises the question… Do Ottawa Police Hearing Officers have independent legal counsel to assist 


in crafting their decisions? If not, the obvious writer of this decision is at best a lawyer employed by the 


Ottawa Police, and at worst the prosecutor herself. 


Here is the Tribunal decision in .pdf format… 


Grus Case Ruling on Proposed Expert Witnesses for Defence 


Grus Expert Witness Decision scanned 


The Memo Book Scandal 


Hearing Officer Chris Renwick also won’t allow Detective Grus to examine her own handwritten memo book 


notes for the very date and event she is charged with. (I’ll be covering that part of the story in more detail later 


this week.) 



https://donaldbest.ca/ottawa-police-detective-helen-grus-not-allowed-any-defense-witnesses/

https://getfireshot.com

https://donaldbest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/20231210-Decision-scanned.pdf

https://i0.wp.com/donaldbest.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Ottawa-Police-Memo-Book-Grus.jpg?ssl=1





Full Listing of Detective Grus News Stories Here 


Share this: 


Twitter Facebook Email Reddit 


tagged with Helen Grus , Ottawa Police Service , Sudden Infant Deaths 


Freedom of the Press Pandemic Police Police Misconduct Politics Sudden Infant Deaths 


9 comments 


Concerned citizen December 12, 2023 19:02 


Yet another example of “justice denied”. 


Time the citizenry takes an active interest in such matters. 


A modest proposal: amend all applicable legislation to require the office of Chief of Police, or, 


Commissioner of Police, to require an elected three party body to act as one person. 


All decisions taken by the ‘Chief or Commissioner” must, by statute, be made available to the public on demand. 


Remove the solicitor-client relationship from the equation altogether, permanently. 


Bricktop December 11, 2023 23:34 


Donald am I wrong in assuming the sham hearing on finding against Det. Helen Grus will force this 


through to a higher court and eventually the Supreme Court of Canada? 


I’m asking this because after attending several days of hearings in August and November it 


appeared to me that the case was a done deal before day one of hearings. 


This leads me to believe it’s all intentional and possibly being used to bleed Helen dry of funds, in defending 


herself as her union failed to represent her or provide legal assistance. 


Our legal system like our governement and “health care” are disastrously run and blatantly corrupt. It’s 


disgusting. 


Your diligence in reporting on Helen’s case are crucial. Thank you for all your hard work and dedication. 
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Grace December 11, 2023 15:24 


You are so inspiring Donald Best! After all the hell you went through personally at the hands of this 


‘system’, you bounce back stronger and more determined than ever, when other would simply lie 


down and give up. 


All Tribunals are part of the UN’s Administrative Law scheme and all are shams that are intended to deprive 


Canadians of their day in a real court. 


Pick any tribunal and you will see they are all just as unjust, biased and often corrupt and immoral and unethical. 


Donald Best December 11, 2023 17:24 


Thanks for your kind words Grace. With so many important stories and causes right now, I’ve 


focused my resources on a few where I believe coverage will make a difference. 


Lionel Crockett December 11, 2023 09:07 


She is being made an example of for any other officers that may even think about not towing the 


line and following the narrative of their overlords. 


Shaun Lovell December 11, 2023 05:57 


I guess having an opinion on right & wrong is a “bias”. The whole “don’t wanna hear nuthin bad 


about the magic potion” business is just sickening. 


.. I guess I won’t be testifying either  


Carl Hickey December 11, 2023 04:19 


I am disgusted by this ruling disallowing the evidence of the defence’s 5 expert witnesses. The 


reason boils down to their alleged bias. That simply means they have a different opinion than what 


is presented by the prosecution. Is that not what trials are all about? 


The heart of the entire matter rests on whether Detective Grus’s investigation had any reasonable foundation. To 


deny the presentation of evidence to that effect is a gross injustice. 
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I remember a time in police work when initiative like that shown by Constable Grus would have been awarded 


with a commendation. 


This trial truly is a sham. 


I noticed too that the trials officer referred to Grus as Constable Grus. It seems to me that prior to this, all the 


references I have seen have referred to her as Detective Grus. 


Has she been demoted or is this a tactic of denigration by the trial officer. 


This message submitted by a former MTP Constable. 


Alex Clark December 11, 2023 04:08 


The legal system is broken! 


Joan Reyda December 11, 2023 02:16 


Thank you very much for your coverage of this “sham trial by a sham tribunal.” I wonder how people 


like Chris Renwick can live with themselves! 


WordPress Theme: Dynamic News by ThemeZee. 



https://donaldbest.ca/ottawa-police-detective-helen-grus-not-allowed-any-defense-witnesses/

https://getfireshot.com

https://donaldbest.ca/ottawa-police-detective-helen-grus-not-allowed-any-defense-witnesses/#comment-23896

https://donaldbest.ca/ottawa-police-detective-helen-grus-not-allowed-any-defense-witnesses/#comment-23895






DonaldBest.CA 


Sidebar Menu 


Ottawa Police Tribunal Biased To The Core Against Detective Helen 
Grus 


January 8, 2024 Donald Best 
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Natural Justice Denied: The Fix is In 


Hearing Continues January 8, 2024 


Detective Grus Not Allowed to See Her Own Handwritten Duty Book 


Tribunal Refuses to Allow Expert Defense Witnesses 


Tribunal Allows Prosecutor’s Conflict of Interest: Sister-in-Law is Prosecution Witness. 


Tribunal Allows Dishonest Prosecution Strategy of Preventing Cross-Examinations 


There is little doubt that “The Fix Is In” for the trial of Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus – who is charged with 


Discreditable Conduct for conducting an alleged ‘unauthorized’ investigation into a potential connection 


between mothers’ mRNA injections and the deaths of breastfeeding infants in a cluster of nine infant deaths. 


For many observers, the final straw occurred when Hearing Officer Chris Renwick refused to allow Grus to 


examine her own hand-written duty book for January 30, 2022. 


The prosecution alleges that Detective Grus’s on-duty investigative phone call to the father of a 


deceased infant on January 30, 2022 was improper. Grus made notes that day in her Duty Memo 


Book – but the Tribunal refuses to allow the veteran Detective to see her own official notes she made 


on the very day that the prosecution alleges she committed an on-duty offense. 


Please read the above paragraph again so you can fully comprehend the injustice and illegitimacy of process 


faced by Detective Grus and her defense lawyers. 


While the Memo Book Decision is a prime example of the Hearing Officer’s bias and 


unfair conduct, it is only one of many biased and unfair decisions – major and minor – 


that Superintendent Renwick made during the initial ten days of the Grus disciplinary 


hearing. The hearing continues January 8, 2023. 


Every day of the hearing so far has seen multiple instances where the Tribunal’s bias 


was so open that the public gallery often gasped or guffawed at the outrageousness 


of it all. Each day journalists and the public also witnessed institutional and personal 
Trials Officer Supt 


biases that further stacked the deck against Detective Grus. (Retired) Chris Renwick 


Natural Justice Denied 


The principle of Natural Justice is a cornerstone of Canadian society. In short, Natural Justice means that a court 


has a duty to act fairly. 


There are principles of Natural Justice that cannot be violated without bringing a legal process into disrepute. 


These principles include… 
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An unbiased court and decision maker. 


Just and Fair procedures and rules, known and applied fairly. 


The accused’s right to know the case against them. 


The right to be heard, to be allowed to present an unobstructed defense, and to have access to 


information and evidence that might support a defense. 


The right to cross-examine prosecution witnesses, and to not be unfairly obstructed. 


The right to a decision and rationale for that decision. 


To protect an accused’s fundamental right to a fair trial in our adversarial system of justice, both prosecution and 


defense must have equal footing. The court should not be biased in its decisions or in its application of court 


procedures. 


In the Detective Grus trial, the hostile bias has been so open that the coming verdict is already 


evident to many observers – even before the defense rises to present its case on January 8, 


2024. 


Ontario Superior Court Denies Defense Motion – Refuses to Interfere Until Tribunal Finishes 


I have obtained from the Ontario Superior Court of Justice certain public documents filed with the court by both 


Detective Grus’s defense lawyers and by the Ottawa Police Service lawyers. 


To the extent that I can without violating bans on publishing names of involved families and other Identity 


Information, I will be publishing redacted copies of all publicly available court documents on my website at the 


Grus Case List. 


Public observers and journalists await the continuation of the hearing on January 8, 2024 – for 


what promises to be the most biased and out-of-control legal procedure that most of us have 


ever seen. 
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Defense lawyers had asked a Court for a Judicial Review and other relief, but as is the 


norm the Court refuses to interfere with a Tribunal that is in-progress. In short, the 


current outrageously-biased hearings will have to finish before Grus’s lawyers are 


allowed to take steps towards overturning the coming verdict that is now completely 


evident. 


Here is a paragraph from a court document filed by defense on November 27, 2023… 


Defense Counsel Bath- “The disciplinary proceedings against the Applicant concerning one count of 


Sheba van den Berg discreditable conduct have been riddled with procedural unfairness towards the 


Applicant from the outset. The Applicant has been subjected to constant and 


continuing denial of disclosure by both the Prosecutor and the Tribunal as well as partiality of the 


Tribunal, which has become apparent in a ruling made on November 26, 2023 with respect to the 


Applicant’s request for expert witnesses to support her defence. 


This context is important because it sets the stage for understanding why this Judicial Review is not 


premature and should be allowed based on the exceptional circumstances of a breach of natural justice, 


apprehension of bias, and want of jurisdiction. Further, Christopher Renwick ought to remain as a 


respondent in the Judicial Review for the reason that his submissions will assist the Court in being fully 


informed.” 


From November 27, 2023 defense submission: APPLICANT RESPONSE TO ‘FACTUM OF THE RESPONDENT/ 


MOVING PARTY, CHIEF OF POLICE, OTTAWA POLICE SERVICE’ 


Future articles will publish extensive details of the Tribunal’s and Ottawa Police Service’s incredibly open bias 


against Detective Grus. The Tribunal’s open bias will undoubtedly form the foundation of an appeal that must be 


filed should Hearing Officer Renwick convict Detective Grus. 


This week I’ll be bringing daily coverage of the continuation of the hearing where Detective Helen Grus is not 


allowed to effectively defend herself. 


For now, I’ll leave you with this observation from the first ten days of hearings… 


Hearing Officer Chris Renwick’s approval of Prosecutor Vanessa Stewart’s outrageous conflict of interest and 


weaponization of objections to protect her sister-in-law – a prosecution witness – brought the entire legal 


process and the Ottawa Police Service into disrepute. 


Prosecutor Stewart continually interrupted the defense lawyers’ cross-examinations of prosecution witnesses – 


even objecting to questions before the defense even started to speak the question. This weaponization of 


objections was and is a purposeful strategy to deny Detective Grus’s right to cross-examine the witnesses against 


her. 
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During the first ten days of public hearings Stewart’s outrageous behaviour, theatrics, and visible contempt for 


defense lawyers – and occasionally even rudeness to the Hearing Officer -was unhindered. The transcripts I made 


from my recordings are unbelievable to anyone with any court experience. 


Public observers and journalists await the continuation of the hearing on January 8, 2024 – for what promises 


to be the most biased and out-of-control legal procedure that most of us have ever seen. 


Share this: 


Twitter Facebook Email Reddit 


tagged with Helen Grus , Ottawa Police Service , Police Misconduct 


Judicial Misconduct Lawyer Misconduct Police Police Misconduct Sudden Infant Deaths 


8 comments 


Ron Russell January 11, 2024 02:47 


This seems like a potential WorkplaceMobbing. This phenomenon can include a perceived violation 


of workplace “cultural norms” by a solid performer thinking outside the box and going the extra 


mile. It may also lead to specious internal charges, suspension from work, and damage to career and 


reputation. The denial of the principles of natural justice are also not uncommon because generally 


– the process IS the punishment. I’m not saying that is the case here, but it may be a factor. 


john Tait January 11, 2024 05:24 


Ron … Very professional summary. Deceptively reducing a mountain into a molehill and still 


affect their purpose, which is to inflict maximum pain with the least amount of backlash directed 


at themselves. That is how these wordsmithing brass got there. AND WE KNOW. Their 


reputations are far more important than the citizens. Totally selfish motivation. 
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john tait January 11, 2024 00:31 


Your right Marcelle Those a-holes would just call it a convoy… lol. That scenario would certainly 


boost Grus’s 


moral. She is being walked on by cowardly puppets and her fellow officers. How many constables 


are there for her at the kangaroo court. Trudeau’s spineless suck holes. 


john Tait January 9, 2024 00:26 


Donald: Great coverage but we well know that kangaroo court and its kangaroos are mostly but not 


always ladder-climbing puppets. The fix (appeasement) is in. Right now they are taking a wet towel 


to their brown noses and wet lips. LOL 


Marcelle Shayda January 8, 2024 21:35 


Being a lay person, I can’t help but wonder if the parents of these deceased babies could get 


together and as a unit, show up at the trial requesting to be heard and asking for detective Grouse 


to continue her review? 


Maybe I’m watching too much TV but it could make a great impact. J


Diana Byrne January 8, 2024 20:38 


I will continue to pray for justice 


Marcelle Leclerc-Shayda January 8, 2024 14:23 


Thank you for your detailed coverage of detective Grouse ‘s unfair trial as well as keeping us (the 


public) updated with these details. I appreciate your hard work and wish you a very happy new year. 


Let’s hope for positive changes in 2024. 
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labonnenouvelleqc January 8, 2024 13:45 


How can they go on and think they can get away with covering up and hiding the criminal « deaths » 


of babies? 


How low can you go? 


We all know, that we reap what we sow, you cannot escape it. 


This is the most sinful of sins, may god have mercy on those conspiring to hide the truth. 


The babies and their parents deserve the truth and justice. 


When the truth comes out, because it is already starting to, reference many investigations, including the NCI and 


also the State of Texas prosecuting Pfizer, Detective Grus shall be exonerated. 


Until then, shame on them for hiding the truth and helping evil kill babies and get away with it. 


WordPress Theme: Dynamic News by ThemeZee. 
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RCMP officers uncomfortable with political pressure, 


Emergencies Act during Freedom Convoy: internal 


report 
By Cosmin Dzsurdzsa, True North Wire - May 13, 2024 


Facebook Twitter Pinterest WhatsApp Linkedin 


Source: X 


An RCMP review of the federal police response to the 2022 Freedom Convoy 


reveals that officers were uncomfortable with the unprecedented invocation 


of the Emergencies Act and felt immense pressure from government 


officials. 


The report titled, “National After-Action Review into the RCMP’s response to 


the 2022 Freedom Convoy,” was made public last week. 


One of the key concerns raised by officers involved in the response was that 


they were uncomfortable in exercising the additional powers granted to 


police by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s invocation of the Emergencies Act. 


“Respondents felt it was unclear what impact the invocation of the 


Emergencies Act had on the police response and police authorities. 


Furthermore, some respondents expressed they felt uncomfortable applying 


the peace officer authorities granted once the Emergencies Act was invoked 


as they did not feel that they had a clear understanding of those 


authorities,” wrote the RCMP. 


“Some respondents who were deployed in the National Capital Region also 


indicated they felt uncomfortable enforcing certain legislation because the 
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police of jurisdiction did not appear to be taking enforcement action.” 


Although the Liberal government maintained that the police were 


independent and at arm’s length from government officials, officers 


responding to the protest reported that the need to provide hourly 


intelligence updates for ministers and the government’s politicization of 


policing harmed their efforts. 


“Interviewees also indicated that there were issues with information and 


intelligence that was disseminated to external Government of Canada 


agencies. Specifically, some Government of Canada partners would 


misrepresent the information or misattribute third-party information as 


RCMP information,” the report reads. 


As noted by the report, federal ministers often requested intelligence from 


the police and misinterpreted the data for their own ends. 


“Interviewees often noted that various Government of Canada partners 


would reach in directly to specific intelligence teams and or individuals for 


information which did not respect the RCMP chain of command or 


established protocols for requesting information from the RCMP,” it 


continued. 


At the height of the Liberal government’s response to the Freedom Convoy, 


then public safety minister Marco Mendicino claimed the police faced no 


pressure from the government and were entirely independent. 


“The community expects the law to be obeyed and public safety to be 


upheld. The federal government has been there from day one to support the 


City of Ottawa and the Ottawa Police Service, and the RCMP has provided 


officers and other additional resources. It is important to note that 


operational decisions are made by the police, independent from the 


government,” Mendocino assured the House of Commons on Feb. 7, 2022. 


Except respondent RCMP officers expressed in post-response interviews that 


they felt the pressure from the Liberals was “high” and their role was 


becoming “highly politicized.” 


“The pressures from government and the public to resolve the blockades 


were high during the convoy,” the report reads. 


“Interviewees and survey respondents felt that the police response to the 


convoy events were highly politicized. This was particularly the case with 


respect to the convoy events in the National Capital Region, where various 


elected officials and senior Government of Canada officials were of the view 


that it was the RCMP’s responsibility to resolve the blockades in Ottawa.” 
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Additionally, RCMP respondents said that the intelligence provided to their 
Like 289,541 Fans respective task force was of dubious quality and had an overreliance on 


legacy media reports. Follow 89,501 Followers 


Follow 262,984 Followers 
“According to survey results, intelligence dissemination was not always 


timely or accessible. Specifically, respondents noted that they would receive Subscribe 163,000 Subscribers 


information about various threats through media reporting and various 


social media pages rather than directly from the RCMP,” the report reads. 


Never miss anything from True North 
At the time the legacy media frequently cited partisan groups like the 


- sign up for updates: 


Canadian Anti-Hate Network whose director was found to have spread a 
Email 


false narrative that an antisemitic flyer was present at the protest. In 


reality, the photograph was from an unrelated protest in Miami. 


First Name Media also reported a false claim that protesters involved with the Freedom 


Convoy were responsible for an attempted arson of a downtown Ottawa 


apartment building. Later investigation showed it had nothing to do with the 


protest. By submitting this form, you are consenting to receive 


marketing emails from: True North Canada, 1811 4 


Street SW, Suite 485, Calgary, Alberta, T2S 1W2, CA, 


http://tnc.news. You can revoke your consent to 


Media reporting that relied on misinformation was even criticized by the receive emails at any time by using the 


SafeUnsubscribe® link, found at the bottom of every 


final report produced by Public Order Emergency Commissioner Paul email. Emails are serviced by Constant Contact. Our 


Privacy Policy. 


Rouleau. 


Sign up! 


“I am also satisfied that there was misinformation about the Freedom 


Convoy, which was used as a basis to unfairly discredit all protesters,” wrote 


Rouleau. 


“Where there was misinformation and disinformation about the protests, it 


was prone to amplification in news media.” 
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External Reviewer introduction 


After almost 35 years of public service with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) and having 
performed a myriad of uniform, Federal Policing, and international liaison duties, I retired in 
December 2021, in the midst of a global public health crisis that, in some ways united us, but in others, 
sadly, divided us. Nobody was exempt from the unforeseen impacts (social, economic, political) a 
global pandemic would bring to bear on individuals, families, businesses, and governments – it truly 
was “unprecedented.” In Canada, the impacts and stress of fighting this pandemic contributed to 
growing frustrations and disenchantment for some, which culminated in a series of demonstrations 
across the country, referred to as the “Freedom Convoy.”  


As an Ottawa resident, I felt a strong sense of connection to and empathy for the people of Ottawa, 
and also to Canadians in other communities negatively impacted by the actions of demonstrators. My 
professional life of public service innately pulled me to lend a hand to the employees of the RCMP 
and other law enforcement colleagues facing this unprecedented, dynamic, and challenging set of 
circumstances. I appreciated the delicate balance law enforcement officials had to strike between the 
Charter protected freedoms of thought, belief, expression, and peaceful assembly with the impact 
unlawful actions had on others’ desire to get on with their everyday lives – as difficult and restrictive 
as that already was in a global pandemic. I was keenly aware of the frustrations Canadians expressed 
with the law enforcement response, particularly as the blockade in Ottawa intensified, hearing a range 
of disappointment to anger from family, friends, and neighbours.  


While the demonstrations and blockades were eventually resolved, it wasn’t without a lot of questions, 
shaken trust, and confidence in the institutions of government, including the actions/response of the 
police at the municipal, provincial, and federal levels. Pursuant to the provisions of the Emergencies Act, 
the federal government was required to hold a public inquiry to examine “the circumstances that led 
to the declaration being issued and the measures taken for dealing with the emergency.” With this 
legislated requirement, the Public Order Emergency Commission was initiated on April 25, 2022, with 
the appointment of Justice Rouleau as Commissioner of this inquiry. Beyond the Commissioner’s 
mandate stated above, he was also required, among other things, to “examine the efforts of police and 
other responders prior to and after the declaration.” 


Prior to the Public Order Emergency Commission, the Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing and 
now Commissioner, Michael Duheme acknowledged the importance of conducting a deep and honest 
analysis of the RCMP’s response to the “Freedom Convoy” related events, by ordering a National 
After-Action Review in March 2022. Embracing and understanding both our successes and failures in 
relation to these demonstrations is vitally important to organizational learning and making the 
necessary improvements to prevent, and/or respond to future similar events. The RCMP 
acknowledges that maintaining and, in some areas, restoring public trust and confidence in policing 
after such an intense period of disorder requires a candid examination of all facets of the RCMP 
response.  


In January 2023, I was asked to join the NATTERJACK team as an external reviewer to aid and 
examine such fundamental questions in relation to the RCMP response as: 1) What did we expect to 
happen? 2) What actually happened? 3) Was there a difference between what we expected and what 
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actually happened and, if so, why? And finally, most importantly, 4) What can we change and improve 
on for next time?  
In my specific role, I reviewed all documents in possession of Project NATTERJACK, including 
employee survey results, interviews of key RCMP personnel and internal correspondence such as 
situation and intelligence reports generated pre, during, and post “Freedom Convoy” related events. 
Recognizing the critical importance of law enforcement partners’ feedback, I also participated in the 
interviews of senior ranking leaders of the Ottawa Police Service and Ontario Provincial Police to 
secure their candid views on how the RCMP could better respond/support/lead in an integrated 
policing environment in future events. Finally, I spent considerable time reviewing previous inquiries 
and after-action reports in order to assess the evolution of changes in police responses to public order 
events and, more importantly, better understand recurring areas/themes that haven’t advanced to the 
degree required for the RCMP to be effective in their response. With this in mind, and having reviewed 
this report in its entirety, I acknowledge and fully endorse the findings and recommendations resulting 
from the thorough examination of the 4 principal areas (command and control, intelligence sharing, 
mobilization, and employee wellness) the team was asked to undertake as part of the National After-
Action Review. 
 
I would like to thank and recognize the tremendous work of the entire NATTERJACK team who 
worked countless extra hours to collect, collate, analyze, document, and organize the massive amount 
of information required in support of the Public Order Emergency Commission, as well as this 
National After-Action Review. Special thanks goes out to the RCMP’s National Office of Investigative 
Standards and Practices for their assistance with the numerous interviews of key RCMP personnel 
involved in the RCMP response to the “Freedom Convoy” related events. I would also like to thank 
the RCMP’s National Program Evaluation Services, Internal Audit, Evaluation and Review Branch 
who assisted with employee survey design and analysis. Finally, I would like to thank all of our law 
enforcement partners, in particular, Commissioner Tom Carrique of the Ontario Provincial Police and 
Chief Eric Stubbs of the Ottawa Police Service for permitting the NATTERJACK team to interview 
key personnel in their respective organizations who were involved in the law enforcement response 
to the Freedom Convoy. Looking through the lens of law enforcement partners and taking receipt of 
their constructive feedback on all aspects of the RCMP response is key to our organizational learning, 
improvement and growth.      
 
This report is dedicated to all RCMP employees (Regular Members, Civilian Members, Public Service 
Employees) as well as members of the broader law enforcement community who make considerable 
sacrifices every day in the name of public safety. In conducting this review, I heard and read countless 
examples of perseverance, sacrifice, professionalism, courage and self discipline, demonstrated by 
many employees within and outside the RCMP. Working for hours beyond scheduled shifts; sleeping 
in hallways for short naps before returning to support the law enforcement response at various locales 
across the country; standing in the bitter cold to maintain the security of a particular location; being 
part of a public order unit at the frontlines of a hostile crowd; tactical and other support units entrusted 
with ensuring oversight and member safety; liaison team members interacting with demonstrators in 
highly charged circumstances – I could go on and on. However, I would be remiss if I didn’t also 
thank and acknowledge the families of law enforcement employees who sacrifice so much, not only 
when prolonged events such as the “Freedom Convoy” take place, but on a daily basis when duty calls 
and holidays, birthdays, and sporting or social events don’t get to be enjoyed as a couple/partners or 
family unit because the duty of public service/public safety calls. To law enforcement employees, 
families across the country – all of you must be congratulated, commended, and thanked for your 
commitment to keeping Canadians and their communities safe!  
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While the RCMP and other law enforcement agencies across Canada have learned and put into 
practice significant positive changes in planning, communicating, and responding to public order 
events, the fact remains we need to evolve, adapt, develop, and implement standardized, seamless, 
inter-operable responses if we are to be effective in our commitment to the safety and security of 
Canadians, and maintain their trust and confidence. However, implementing these critically important 
changes cannot rest on the will of RCMP leaders alone, it must come with the support of appropriate 
legislative changes, along with greater investment from government. My sincere hope is that the 
lessons learned through this National After-Action Review, and the corresponding recommendations 
herein will assist in bringing about continued substantive and progressive change in how the RCMP 
responds to future events. Canadians are counting on us! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Eric Slinn, Retired Assistant Commissioner 
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Introduction 
In early January and February 2022, the RCMP was engaged in managing multiple and concurrent 
“Freedom Convoy” related events1 nation-wide. On January 22, 2022, hundreds of trucks and vehicles 
travelled across Canada to the National Capital Region in opposition to the Government of Canada’s 
vaccine mandate for truckers travelling into Canada from the United States (U.S.). The convoys 
converged in Ottawa on January 28, 2022, to hold a demonstration on Parliament Hill where they 
were joined by thousands of demonstrators. The demonstrators proceeded to occupy parts of the 
downtown core for the next 3 weeks.  
 
Concurrently, in other parts of the country, demonstrators began to establish blockades at various 
ports of entry including in Coutts, Alberta, the Pacific Highway Crossing in British Columbia, and the 
Emerson port of entry in Manitoba. The RCMP acted as the police of jurisdiction for managing the 
response to these blockades in E, K and D Divisions (Alberta, British Columbia, and Manitoba, 
respectively). The RCMP also deployed resources to provide assistance to the police of jurisdiction 
responsible for managing blockades and occupations elsewhere across the country, in particular in the 
National Capital Region and in Windsor, Ontario, at the Ambassador Bridge port of entry. On 
February 14, 2022, the Government of Canada invoked the Emergencies Act. Prior to the invocation of 
the Emergencies Act, the RCMP had already resolved the blockades at various ports of entry in K, E, 
and D Divisions.  
 
National After-Action Review mandate 
In the aftermath of the convoy related events and the invocation of the Emergencies Act, former Deputy 
Commissioner of Federal Policing, and now Commissioner, Mike Duheme ordered a National After-
Action Review to examine and make recommendations specific to the RCMP’s role and response 
leading up to, during and at the conclusion of the convoy related events that took place in multiple 
RCMP jurisdictions across the country. Project NATTERJACK was tasked to conduct the National 
After-Action Review with the assistance of Retired Assistant Commissioner Eric Slinn. The National 
After-Action Review examines the following 4 areas of review: 
 


1. Intelligence sharing, in particular:  


a) How the threat picture was collected, assessed, and shared amongst agencies responsible 
for responding to the “Freedom Convoy” 


2. Command and control mechanisms, in particular: 


a) Interagency cooperation and coordination between National Headquarters and the police 
of jurisdiction at ports of entry along the Canada-U.S. border (Pacific Highway, Coutts, 
Emerson, Windsor, and the Maritime provinces) 


b) Use of Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure(s) and the Critical Incident Command 
model internally, as well as when working with police of jurisdiction or other policing 
agencies 


                                                 
 
1 Henceforth referred to as the convoy related events. 
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c) The peace officer authorities at the federal, provincial, and municipal levels, both under 
the Emergencies Act and within existing legislation, policy, and agreements 


3) Mobilization, in particular:  


a) Mobilization of RCMP members and other employees to respond to demonstrations  


4) Employee wellness, in particular:  


a) Member and employee morale, support provided professionally and otherwise 


b) Safety measures and equipment provided 


c) Training (specific training, training recertification, additional training needed, etc.) 


 
The report begins with a narrative description of all key RCMP activities nationwide from the period 
January 13, 2022, to February 27, 2022. We then examine each of the 4 areas of review and outline 
our findings and recommendations that reflect the lessons learned from the convoy related events. 
 
Methodology 
NATTERJACK used quantitative and qualitative research methods and conducted an all source 
analysis based on information collected in its holdings in relation to events prior to, during, and post 
convoy related events.   
 
As a principal quantitative method, National Program Evaluation Services, Internal Audit, Evaluation 
and Review and NATTERJACK developed a survey that was in effect for a 5-week period (September 
6, 2022, to October 7, 2022). The survey targeted all categories of employees (Regular Members, 
Civilian Members, and Public Service Employees) who performed any operational, analytic, logistical 
or administrative role during the convoy related events nationwide. In particular, the survey sought 
RCMP employee feedback on: interagency cooperation and coordination; information sharing; 
mobilization; training; equipment; employee morale and support; and the authorities of peace officers.2 
A total of 2,139 individuals responded (fully or partially) to the survey. Respondents who reported 
that they did not have a role in the convoy events were excluded from the analysis (n=498) leaving a 
total of 1,641 survey responses included in the analysis of results.3  
 
Furthermore, only 1,419 of the 1,641 respondents reported on their operational role during the convoy 
related events. Of the 1,419 respondents who reported on their operational role, the largest proportion 
reported being front line uniform employees (44.6%), followed by administrative support (11.4%), 
Emergency Response Team and tactical troop (11.3%), intelligence (9.8%), logistical support to front-
line (9.7%) and communications (7.3%). 19.2% of respondents reported they had another operational 
role which included air service, IT support, and investigative support. 14.2% of respondents preferred 
not to answer.  


                                                 
 
2Please see Appendix B – Survey Questionnaire for the complete survey and related questions. 
3Please see Appendix C – Survey Results for a 1-page high level overview of key findings.   
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Additionally, the National Office of Investigative Standards and Practices conducted interviews with 
11 individuals who were part of the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure. 
NATTERJACK also conducted 15 interviews with 19 other Gold, Silver, Bronze commanders and 
personnel from National Headquarters, K, E, and National Division who played a key role relevant 
to the areas of review. Finally, NATTERJACK and retired Assistant Commissioner Slinn conducted 
interviews with senior officials from the Ottawa Police Service and the Ontario Provincial Police. All 
interviews of RCMP employees were conducted using a standard interview guide that was developed 
by National Office of Investigative Standards.  
 
NATTERJACK would like to thank everyone who participated in the survey, and interviews. This 
includes a special thanks to RCMP employees; National Program Evaluation Services and Internal 
Audit, Evaluation and Review; National Office of Investigative Standards; and to Ottawa Police 
Service and Ontario Provincial Police executive personnel. We would not have been able to complete 
this review without the assistance and support of the stakeholders noted above.   
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Narrative description (January 13, 2022 – February 27, 2022) 
 
Timeline of events in the National Capital Region  
 
*Note that external Government of Canada briefings are identified in bold. 
 
Thursday, January 13, 2022 


• The Parliamentary Protective Service advised the RCMP’s Federal Policing National 
Intelligence - Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team of an upcoming 
demonstration called “Operation Bearhug 2.0” also referred to as “Freedom Convoy 2022.”  


Friday, January 14, 2022 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team notified the RCMP’s Protective 
Operations Coordination Centre and the Ottawa Police Service of a trucker convoy, “Freedom 
Convoy 2022,” set to converge in Ottawa on January 29, 2022.  


Monday, January 17, 2022 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Strategic Intelligence 
Assessment – Racially and Ethno-Nationalist Motivated Threat Landscape” internally to 
Criminal Operations Officers, Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including 
the Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and 
Indigenous Policing, Assistant Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, 
Assistant Commissioner Federal Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner 
Contract and Indigenous Policing, Executive Director of Intelligence and International 
Policing, Executive Director of Federal Policing Strategic Management, various Federal 
Policing Director Generals and Directors and individual points of contact from Federal 
Policing National Security and Federal Policing Strategic Policy. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team advised the Ontario Provincial Police, 
Parliamentary Protective Service, Ottawa Police Service, National Division Intelligence 
Officer and the Protective Operations Coordination Centre of significant donation amounts 
being raised via the CANADA UNITY GoFundMe website.  


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team advised Protective Intelligence Unit, 
Ontario Provincial Police, Parliamentary Protective Service, Ottawa Police Service, National 
Division, and Protective Operations Coordination Centre that open source information 
suggests truckers and their supporters plan to block Parliament Hill until all COVID-19 public 
health mandates are removed. In addition, Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team 
advised of online discussions on social media platforms of potential routes within Ontario and 
other provinces, and that other provinces may hold other demonstrations on January 23, 2022, 
before starting a ‘slow roll’ to Ottawa. 


Tuesday, January 18, 2022 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team sent a Request for Information to 
Division Intelligence Officers for its monthly “National Threat Landscape” report and 
requested additional information related to the convoy events.  
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• The Assistant Deputy Minister National Security Operations meeting first occurred 
on this date and subsequent meetings were held on the following dates: January 25 to 
January 28; February 1; February 4; February 6 to February 11; February 13 to February 
18; February 23. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Special Threat Advisory – 
Anti-Public Health Order: Escalation in Online Violent Rhetoric” internally to Criminal 
Operations Officers, Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy 
Commissioner of Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous 
Policing, Assistant Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner Federal Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and 
Indigenous Policing, Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive 
Director of Federal Policing Strategic Management, and various Director Generals from 
Federal Policing and Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team also disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada 
intelligence counterparts at the Privy Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service, Communications Security Establishment, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Transport Canada, Global Affairs Canada and the Integrated Terrorism Assessment 
Centre.   


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team advised Ottawa Police Service, Ontario 
Provincial Police Project HENDON, Parliamentary Protective Service, the Protective 
Operations Coordination Centre and National Division of open source information 
suggesting a convoy may attend 24 Sussex Drive, the former residence of the Prime Minister. 


Wednesday, January 19, 2022 


• The Protective Operations Coordination Centre opened a Police Reporting and Occurrence 
System file in light of the information received suggesting a convoy will converge in Ottawa 
at 24 Sussex Drive.   


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Strategic Intelligence 
Assessment – Racially and Ethno-Nationalist motivated threat landscape” externally to other 
Canadian law enforcement agencies and Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at 
Privy Council Office, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Communications Security 
Establishment, Canada Border Services Agency, Global Affairs Canada, Integrated Terrorism 
Assessment Centre, Transport Canada, and Public Safety. 


Thursday, January 20, 2022 


• Protective Intelligence Unit disseminated a Morning Update, which included promotional 
material suggesting that 2 “Freedom Convoys,” 1 from the West coast and 1 from the East 
coast, with plans to converge in Ottawa on January 28, 2022, to hold a demonstration on 
Parliament Hill. The update also made note of open source information previously reported 
by Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team suggesting that the convoys may be 
converging at 24 Sussex Drive. The Morning Update is shared with National Division 
Protective Policing and executive team, Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, 
Ottawa Police Service intelligence and Major Events, La Sûreté du Québec Intelligence, 
Parliamentary Protective Service Intelligence.  
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• E Division advised Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team of a convoy departing 
from British Columbia, Nova Scotia, and Ontario to converge in Ottawa. 


• C Division’s Threat Detection Unit advised Protective Intelligence Unit and the RCMP’s 
Federal Policing Threat Assessment Section of convoys departing the province of Québec to 
go to Ottawa on January 28 to 29, 2022. 


• RCMP Protective Policing shared the convoy’s itinerary with the Office of the Sergeant-at-
Arms and Corporate Security, Protective Intelligence Unit, Federal Policing Threat 
Assessment Section, National Capital Region Command Centre, Prime Minister Protection 
Detail, and other protective policing units. 


Friday, January 21, 2022 


• Federal Policing Threat Assessment Section tasked Protective Intelligence Unit to produce an 
analytical report to support the Protective Operations Coordination Centre senior non-
commissioned officers and management meeting, with a deadline of Monday, January 24, 
2022. 


• INTERSECT4 advised law enforcement partners in the National Capital Region, which 
includes Protective Intelligence Unit, of the planned convoy demonstration on January 28 and 
29 in Ottawa. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team reached out to points of contact from 
Contract and Indigenous Policing’s Operational Research Unit and the National Public Order 
Program to inquire about whether Contract and Indigenous Policing was tracking the convoy 
events.  


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team received a Request for Information from 
Ottawa Police Service on “Freedom Convoy” related events in RCMP jurisdiction. 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team forwarded Ottawa Police Service’s request 
to Divisional Criminal Analysis Sections and Federal Policing National Security National 
Critical Infrastructure Team.  


Monday, January 24, 2022 


• Protective Intelligence Unit prepared an intelligence update to advise of the convoy’s plan to 
converge on Parliament Hill on January 29, 2022, and disseminated it to the Director General 
of Protective Policing, Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Ottawa Police 
Service, la Sûreté du Québec and Parliamentary Protective Service.  


• Protective Intelligence Unit prepared a security overview outlining how the convoy may 
impact protective operations in the National Capital Region and disseminated it to the 
Director General of Protective Policing, and Contract and Indigenous Policing’s Officer in 
Charge of the National Police Intervention Unit. 


                                                 
 
4 INTERSECT, established in 2008, is a multi-jurisdictional, all-hazards emergency preparedness program within the 
National Capital Region. INTERSECT is co-chaired by Ottawa Police Service, the RCMP and the City of Gatineau and 
has 28 private and public agencies from critical infrastructure sectors at various levels at the municipal, provincial and 
federal levels, in the National Capital Region of Ontario and Quebec.  
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• INTERSECT advised law enforcement partners in the National Capital Region that the 
situation remains fluid and that all affected police agencies and the City of Ottawa are aware 
of and coordinating a response to the various convoys. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit received Ontario Provincial Police’s Project HENDON 
“Situational report 020-2022 Freedom Convoy 2022” which provided situational awareness 
on ideologically motivated demonstrations with impacts for public safety in Ontario. 


• Contract and Indigenous Policing advised Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team 
that they are tracking convoy events on a Protest Mapping application based on information 
they receive from the Divisions and the National Operations Centre. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team received a Request for Information from 
Ottawa Police Service. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team forwarded the 
request to Contract and Indigenous Policing and D Division for awareness and response.  


• At the request of Federal Policing National Security Incident Response Team, Ideologically 
Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team provided Federal Policing National Security senior 
management a summary of the convoy events via email. Federal Policing National Security 
shared this information with other Federal Policing senior management team members and 
with Assistant Deputy Minister National Security Operations. 


Tuesday, January 25, 2022 


• The “Freedom Convoy” from British Columbia entered Ontario. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit provided intelligence updates throughout the day on the status of 
the convoys, and disseminated them to the Director General of Protective Policing, 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Ottawa Police Service, La Sûreté du 
Québec and the Parliamentary Protective Service. Protective Intelligence Unit establishes 
contact and information sharing process with Federal Policing National Security.  


• Protective Intelligence Unit participated in Ontario Provincial Police Project HENDON 
conference call where the Ontario Provincial Police advised there is an intelligence gap with 
respect to the demonstrator’s intentions in Ottawa. Protective Intelligence Unit requests for 
Ontario Provincial Police to send any information that pertains to the protective mandate to 
the Protective Intelligence Unit general inbox. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit disseminated a security update dated January 24, 2022, to the 
Tactical Internet Operational Support unit and C Division Protective Unit. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Special Threat Advisory 
2022-02 FREEDOM CONVOY 2022: Converging in Ottawa January 28/29, 2022” internally 
to Criminal Operations Officers, Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including 
the Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and 
Indigenous Policing, Assistant Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, 
Assistant Commissioner Federal Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner 
Contract and Indigenous Policing, Executive Director of Intelligence and International 
Policing, Executive Director of Federal Policing Strategic Management, and various Director 
Generals from Federal Policing and Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically 
Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also disseminated the report externally to Government 
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of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services Agency, Communications Security 
Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, and Integrated Terrorism 
Assessment Centre.  


Wednesday, January 26, 2022 


• INTERSECT advised law enforcement partners in the National Capital Region that the 
demonstration will be an extremely fluid event that could go on for a prolonged period.  


• Protective Intelligence Unit provided intelligence updates throughout the day on the status of 
the convoys, and disseminated them to the Director General of Protective Policing, 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Ottawa Police Service, La Sûreté du 
Québec and Parliamentary Protective Service. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit and National Division’s Division Intelligence Officer drafted a 
briefing note to the Director General Protective Policing outlining the convoy’s impact on the 
protective policing mandate. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit produced 3 situational reports (1, 2 and 3) on the “Freedom 
Convoy” in the National Capital Region. The Director General of Protective Policing 
disseminated the situational reports to the Assistant Commissioner of National Security and 
Protective Policing and “National” Division’s Commanding Officer.  


• Ottawa Police Service Joint Intelligence Group met with the Protective Intelligence Unit, 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Ontario Provincial Police, La Sûreté du 
Québec, Service de Police de la Ville de Gatineau and Parliamentary Protective Service. 
Protective Intelligence Unit shared an intelligence update with Ottawa Police Service and 
provided Federal Policing Threat Assessment Section with Ottawa Police Service information 
for situational awareness.  


• Ministerial Briefings on the “Freedom Convoy” first occurred on this date and 
subsequent briefings were held on January 26 and 27 and then held daily from January 
30 to February 23, 2022. 


• Combined Intelligence Group was stood up through National Division, with representation 
from key internal (Federal Policing Threat Assessment Section) and external operational 
stakeholders (Ottawa Police Service, Ontario Provincial Police, Parliamentary Protective 
Service, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Department of National Defense, 
Communications Security Establishment, Service de Police de la Ville de Gatineau, La Sûreté 
du Québec) to facilitate the sharing of information amongst partners in support of operations 
related to the “Freedom Convoy” 2022 event in the National Capital Region. 


• Initiated an interdivisional request for Tactical Support Group support from C and O 
Divisions. Planned for resources to arrive in the National Capital Region on January 28, 2022, 
and deploy National Division Tactical Support Group resources to Protective sites. 


• The RCMP enhanced its protective policing posture by increasing the presence of uniformed 
police officers at various protected sites by augmenting close protection support to protectees 
and increasing patrols. 
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Thursday, January 27, 2022 


• Protective Intelligence Unit produced 3 situational reports (4, 5, and 6). The Director General 
of Protective Policing disseminated the situational reports to the Assistant Commissioner of 
National Security and Protective Policing and National Division’s Commanding Officer. 


• Protective Policing assigns an increased security package for ministers and protectees. 
Additional protective resources from C Division are secured, with an anticipated arrival in the 
National Capital Region on January 28, 2022.  


• In Ontario, convoys from Windsor, Fort Erie, Vaughn, and Woodstock were en route to 
Ottawa. 


• Federal Policing National Intelligence Director of Strategic Intelligence, Ideologically 
Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Combined Intelligence Group and National Division 
Intelligence Officer agreed to redirect all Request for Information(s) from external agencies 
to the Combined Intelligence Group. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Special Threat Advisory - 
FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATES 1 and 2” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
Division Intelligence Officer, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Director Generals from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
and Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre.  


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team sent the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
a Request for Information on convoy events in the U.S. the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s 
response is incorporated into the Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team Special 
Threat Advisory work.  


• Combined Intelligence Group participated in 2 INTERSECT meetings.  


• The first Deputy Minister’s Oversight Committee meeting is held on this date and 
subsequent meetings were held on the following dates: January 31 to February 3; 
February 10 to February 14; and February 24. 


Friday, January 28, 2022 


• Convoys started arriving in Ottawa and blocked major streets in the downtown core. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit produced 8 situational reports (7,8,9,10,11, 12, 13, and 14). The 
Director General of Protective Policing disseminated the situational reports to the Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing and National Division’s 
Commanding Officer. 


• 0800 hrs the National Capital Region Command Centre was activated. 
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• Ottawa Police Service requested assistance from Protective Intelligence Unit to identify 
individuals suspected of having access to radioactive material. Protective Intelligence Unit 
transferred the request to Protective Policing. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit prepared an intelligence update outlining the convoy’s itinerary 
and status of GoFundMe at $5.9 million, and disseminated it to the Director General of 
Protective Policing, Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Ottawa Police 
Service, La Sûreté du Québec and Parliamentary Protective Service. 


• Protective Intelligence Unit received an Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre 
UNCLASSIFIED report “TH 22/08-A Canada: Extremists may attempt to seize the 
opportunity of public protest” and shared it with Ottawa Police Service. 


• 1000 hrs Protective Intelligence Unit activated the Combined Intelligence Group. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Special Threat Advisory - 
FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 3” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Directors General from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
and Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre.  


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team received a response from the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation to their Request for Information.  


• Two additional convoys, 1 from the West coast and 1 from the East coast were approaching 
Ottawa. 


Saturday, January 29, 2022 


• Protective Intelligence Unit produced 1 situational report (15). The Director General of 
Protective Policing disseminated the situational report to the Assistant Commissioner of 
National Security and Protective Policing and National Division’s Commanding Officer. 


Monday, January 31, 2022 


• The RCMP Commissioner met with Ottawa Police Service Chief Peter Sloly and Ontario 
Provincial Police Commissioner Thomas Carrique to discuss the ongoing Freedom Convoy 
Blockades in Ottawa. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated “Special Threat Advisory - 
FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 4” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
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Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Directors General from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
and Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre. 


• RCMP Protective Policing began to escort and provide close protection for VIPs/ministers. 


• The first call between the Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing and Ottawa Police 
Service occurred, subsequent meetings were held on the following dates: January 31; February 
6; February 7; February 13; February 18 to February 21.  


Wednesday, February 2, 2022 


• The RCMP begins to send frontline resources to support Ottawa Police Service. Deployed 
National Headquarters resources to offer relief to National Division members regular time 
off. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team sent a Request for Information to 
Division Intelligence Officers and Division Criminal Analysis Sections for information on 
“Freedom Convoy” related events.  


Thursday, February 3, 2022 


• Deployed National Headquarters frontline resources to offer relief to “National” Division 
members regular time off. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated a “Special Threat Advisory 
- FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 5” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Director Generals from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
and Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre. 


Friday, February 4, 2022 


• Numerous Quebec convoys enter Ottawa and surrounding area. 


• The RCMP deployed frontline resources following Ottawa Police Service’s first call for 
support. National Headquarters secured 20 members for night shift coverage. National 
Division secured 18 members for day shift coverage.  
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• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team and Contract and Indigenous Policing 
Director General National Criminal Operations Officers hold teleconference call where it is 
agreed upon to add Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team to the National 
Criminal Operations Officers email distribution list to provide Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team access to Divisional situation reports. 


Saturday, February 5, 2022 


• Multiple farm tractor convoys arrive in Ottawa and surrounding area. 


• The RCMP deployed 52 members for day shift coverage and 20 members for night shift 
coverage (some deployed as relief for protective duty deployments and 25 were for Assist 
Ottawa Police Service and surge capacity). 


Sunday, February 6, 2022 


• City of Ottawa declared a State of Emergency. 


• The RCMP deployed 52 members for day shift coverage and 20 members for night shift 
coverage (some deployed as relief for protective duty deployments and 25 were for Assist 
Ottawa Police Service and surge capacity). 


Monday, February 7, 2022 


• The RCMP’s “Freedom Convoy” operation transitioned beyond National Capital Region 
Command Centre to the RCMP Operations Coordination Centre at RCMP National 
Headquarters as a result of the magnitude of the demonstrations in Ottawa. The Deputy 
Commissioner of Federal Policing issued instructions to create a second command to lend 
assistance. 


• The RCMP deployed 25 members for day shift coverage and 15 members for night shift 
coverage for Assist Ottawa Police Service and as requested for surge capacity and/or assist to 
Protective. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team provided a briefing on the strategic 
outlook of the Convoy to Federal Policing senior management. 


Tuesday, February 8, 2022 


• The RCMP established Bronze command - RCMP Ottawa Command: Assist Ottawa Police 
Service.  


• O Division deployed 266 RCMP resources to support mobilization efforts for Assist Ottawa 
Police Service.  


Wednesday, February 9, 2022 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team sent a Request for Information to 
Division Criminal Analysis Sections for information on “Freedom Convoy” related events. 


Thursday, February 10, 2022 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated a “Special Threat Advisory 
- FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 6” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
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Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Director Generals from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre and the Government Operations Centre. 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated Special Threat Advisory – 
FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 1,2,3,4 and 5 to the Government Operations Centre.  


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team responded to a request from the Deputy 
Commissioner of Federal Policing office’s regarding intelligence support for the convoy 
events. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team and the Joint Intelligence Group met to 
discuss the handoff of taskings and Requests for Information to the Joint Intelligence Group, 
once the Joint Intelligence Group is activated. 


• The Incident Response Group meeting first occurred and subsequent meetings were 
held on the following dates: February 12; February 16; February 17; February 19 to 
February 22.  


Friday, February 11, 2022 


• The Province of Ontario declared a State of Emergency.  


Saturday, February 12, 2022 


• Integrated Command Centre which included Ottawa Police Service, Ontario Provincial Police, 
RCMP, and La Sûreté du Québec established in Ottawa at the RCMP Operations 
Coordination Centre. Through the Integrated Command Centre, the RCMP collaborated with 
Ottawa Police Service (who retained operational command) and Ontario Provincial Police to 
develop and implement an enforcement plan to respond to the situation in Ottawa. 


• The RCMP activated the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure in response to the 
“Freedom Convoy” related events across Canada.  


• The Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure stood up its own intelligence team, the Joint 
Intelligence Group, as the primary point of contact and coordinating body for all national level 
situational awareness and operational intelligence sharing. 


Sunday, February 13, 2022 


• The RCMP Legal Services Unit requested information to support the declaration of a Public 
Order Emergency from Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team. Ideologically 
Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team shares the following reports with Legal Services Unit: 
Special Threat Advisory - FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATES 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, National 
Threat Landscape reports on the convoy related events and Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
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Intelligence Team Strategic Intelligence Assessment 2201-01 “RACIALLY AND ETHNO-
NATIONALIST MOTIVATED THREAT LANDSCAPE WITHIN CANADA.” 


• Privy Council Office requested information from Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team on the convoy related events and Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team disseminated the above noted reports to the Assistant Secretary to the 
Cabinet, Intelligence Assessment Secretariat. 


Monday, February 14, 2022 


• Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing received a request from the 
National Security and Intelligence Advisor for a threat assessment on the threat of the 
blockades, the individuals involved, the weapons, motivations, and threats to the national 
interest and institutions. The Executive Director tasked the request to Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team provided an 
email response to the National Security and Intelligence Advisor’s request. 


• Government of Canada announced Emergencies Act invocation.  


• The Joint Intelligence Group commenced reporting of daily situational reports from this date 
until February 27, 2022. The daily reports were distributed internally to the Commissioner’s 
office, Assistant Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Director General 
National Criminal Operations Officers; Federal Criminal Operations Officers and Criminal 
Operations Officers; Division Emergency Operations Centre; Federal Policing Director 
Generals; Bronze Public Safety/Government of Canada RCMP Liaison Officer; National 
Communications Service; Director of the National Operations Centre; Contract and 
Indigenous Policing Operational Readiness and Response; and the Senior Executive 
Committee. Unclassified daily reports were also disseminated to external partners including 
the Canadian Armed Forces; Canada Border Services Agency; Public Safety; Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service; Global Affairs Canada; Financial Transactions and Reports Analysis 
Centre; Transport Canada; Privy Council Office; Communications Security Establishment; 
Privy Council Office Intelligence Assessment Secretariat; Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada; Public Health Agency of Canada; Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat.  


• After the invocation of the Emergencies Act, RCMP commenced preliminary meetings with 
financial institutions to develop a better understanding of the Emergency Economic Measures Order. 


• The first meeting is held between the Ontario Provincial Police and the Deputy Commissioner 
of Federal Policing, subsequent meetings are held on the following dates: February 14 to 
February 17; February 23 and February 24.  


Tuesday, February 15, 2022 


• Emergencies Act proclamation: Emergency Measures Regulations and Emergency Economic Measures 
Orders came into effect.  


• Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes had their first meeting with Corporate 
Security and Chief Anti-Money Laundering Officers from financial institutions. The Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes offered to act as the liaison on behalf of all 
Canadian law enforcement when disclosing information to financial institutions under the 
Emergency Economic Measures Orders in order to help financial institutions meet their obligations. 
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• Cryptocurrency Alert #1 with 34 Bitcoin wallet addresses were disclosed to the Virtual 
Currency Money Service Businesses. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team provided information to Silver 
Commander, Departmental Security Branch and Director General of National Headquarters 
on the potential for insider threat concerns.  


Wednesday, February 16, 2022 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated a “Special Threat Advisory 
- FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 7” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Directors General from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
and Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre. 


• As per the Emergency Economic Measures Orders, Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial 
Crimes met with Corporate Security and Chief Anti-Money Laundering Officers and provided 
18 information disclosures to financial institutions.  


Thursday, February 17, 2022 


• Cryptocurrency Alert #2 with 113 Bitcoin wallet addresses were disclosed to the Virtual 
Currency Money Service Businesses.  


• Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes met with Corporate Security and Chief 
Anti-Money Laundering Officers and provided 17 information disclosures to financial 
institutions. 


• National Division tasked Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team to conduct a 
threat assessment on a group of interest. 


Friday, February 18, 2022 


• Parliament Hill was closed. The Integrated Command Centre established a secured area in 
downtown Ottawa. 


• Tactical Support Groups began to initiate clearing of Wellington Street. Tactical Support 
Groups cleared the intersection of Mackenzie King Bridge and Nicholas Street on the eastern 
side of the Rideau Canal eastern pathway. Over 100 arrests had been made and 21 vehicles 
had been towed. 


• Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes met with Corporate Security and Chief 
Anti-Money Laundering Officers from financial institutions and provided 21 information 
disclosures. 
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• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team completed an assessment on a group of 
interest and disseminated the report “Intelligence Package 2202-01 – GROUP OF 
INTEREST” to National Division, Federal Policing National Security and the Joint 
Intelligence Group. 


Saturday, February 19, 2022 


• Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes provided 1 information disclosure to 
financial institutions. 


• Cryptocurrency Alert #3 with 13 Bitcoin wallet addresses were disclosed to the Virtual 
Currency Money Service Businesses.  


Sunday, February 20, 2022 


• House of Commons debated Emergencies Act. 


• As of 2200 hrs Coventry Road was clear of demonstrators. Law enforcement made 2 arrests 
and towed 25 vehicles from the site. A large police presence remained. 


Monday, February 21, 2022 


• House of Commons voted on Emergencies Act and measures passed in the House. 


• The RCMP issued a public statement to clarify that it shared information on owners and/or 
drivers of vehicles involved in the illegal blockades with financial institutions and that the 
RCMP did not provide information on donors to financial institutions.  


• Starting on this date, Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes began to provide 
updates to financial institutions when it no longer believed that an entity the RCMP had 
previously disclosed information on, was engaged in prohibited activities under the Emergency 
Economic Measures Orders. 


Tuesday, February 22, 2022 


• Senate debate on Emergencies Act begins. 


• Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes shared 10 Bitcoin wallet addresses with 
virtual asset service providers. 


Wednesday, February 23, 2022 


• Emergencies Act is revoked and Ontario lifted the state of emergency. 


• The Integrated Command Centre reduced the size of the Secured Area.  


• The RCMP issued a public statement to clarify that the onus to determine which financial 
products should be frozen lies with financial institutions. 


Thursday, February 24, 2022 


• The City of Ottawa lifted its State of Emergency. 


• Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated a “Special Threat Advisory 
- FREEDOM CONVOY 2022 UPDATE 8” internally to Criminal Operations Officers, 
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Division Intelligence Officers, senior management including the Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, Deputy Commissioner of Contract and Indigenous Policing, Assistant 
Commissioner of National Security and Protective Policing, Assistant Commissioner Federal 
Policing Criminal Operations, Assistant Commissioner Contract and Indigenous Policing, 
Executive Director of Intelligence and International Policing, Executive Director of Federal 
Policing Strategic Management, and various Directors General from Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also 
disseminated the report externally to Government of Canada intelligence counterparts at Privy 
Council Office, Public Safety, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, Canada Border Services 
Agency, Communications Security Establishment, Global Affairs Canada, Transport Canada, 
Integrated Terrorism Assessment Centre, and Five Eyes agencies. 
 


Saturday, February 26, 2022 


• The Joint Intelligence Group was stood down. 


Sunday, February 27, 2022 


• The Combined Intelligence Group was stood down. 


Timeline of events in RCMP Divisions 
E Division: Demonstrations at the Pacific Highway port of entry 
The Pacific Highway port of entry is between Surrey, British Columbia, and Blaine, Washington, U.S. 
Surrey RCMP is the police of jurisdiction for the area of the Pacific Highway. Prior to the 
commencement of the blockade at Pacific Highway border crossing in Surrey, E Division maintained 
situational awareness and reported on demonstrations relating to public health measures. The RCMP 
gathered intelligence with respect to these events in order to prepare operational responses on an as 
needed basis. 


 
Friday, January 28, 2022 


• E Division’s Real Time Intelligence Centre was tasked with providing situational awareness 
on all demonstration activity in British Columbia related to the “Freedom Convoy” and public 
health measures. 


Monday, February 7, 2022 
• E Division activated a Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure to provide command and 


control support to the districts and other police of jurisdiction. E Division Gold, Silver, 
Bronze command was tasked with maintaining situational awareness of the demonstrations. 


• Community Industry Response Group was tasked to monitor and report on demonstration 
activities related to the “Freedom Convoy.” 


Tuesday, February 8, 2022 
• E Division members were deployed to the British Columbia Legislature, Peace Arch, and 


Osoyoos Border Crossing to assist with other demonstrations taking place. 


 Thursday, February 10, 2022 
• At 0800 hrs a Gold, Silver, Bronze command meeting was held to discuss the command 


structure and resources available across E Division. 
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Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• Demonstrators set up a blockade at the Pacific Highway port of entry, forcing the port of 


entry to close.  


• Under the direction of the Gold commander, the Community-Industry Response Group 
prepared operational plans to respond to convoy related protests across the province. 


• The Command Team developed an operational plan to disperse demonstrators at the Pacific 
Highway port of entry. 


Sunday, February 13, 2022 
• The RCMP began to clear demonstrators who had been blocking vehicle access from the 


Pacific Highway port of entry and a small number of people were arrested.  


• At 1152 hrs, the RCMP advised drivers and pedestrians to stay away from the area and use an 
alternate port of entry.  


Monday, February 14, 2022 
• The Emergencies Act is invoked.  


• Tactical Support Group and uniformed members cleared all demonstrators along 176th Street 
and opened access to the Pacific Highway port of entry. The RCMP arrested 12 demonstrators 
for Criminal Code offences. 


Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
• Demonstrators returned to 176th Street and 7th Avenue near the Pacific Highway port of entry. 


• The Pacific Highway port of entry remained open. Tactical Support Group and uniformed 
members continued to control access to the northbound and southbound entrance of the 
Pacific Highway port of entry. 


Thursday, February 17, 2022 
• Approximately a dozen demonstrators were still on site at the corner of 176th Street and 8th 


Avenue.  


• The RCMP set up checkpoints on side streets between 2nd and 4th Avenue. 


Friday, February 18, 2022 
• The RCMP set up additional checkpoints to prepare for another convoy heading towards the 


Pacific Highway port of entry.  


• The RCMP Commissioner sent a letter to the Minister of Public Safety and Solicitor General 
for British Columbia to inform the Minister that the Commissioner was invoking sub article 
9.4 of the B.C. Police Service Agreement to temporarily deploy Regular Members to Ottawa.  


Saturday, February 19, 2022 
• The Pacific Highway port of entry was closed. 


• A convoy of approximately 400 vehicles arrived at the Pacific Highway port of entry to 
demonstrate. 


• Tactical Support Group members were deployed to Pacific Highway port of entry.  


• At 2034 hrs the Pacific Highway port of entry was re-opened.  
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Sunday, February 20, 2022 
• Approximately 80-100 demonstrators, and 40 vehicles remained at 8th Avenue. No 


demonstrators were located at the Pacific Highway port of entry. 


Monday, February 21, 2022 
• Approximately 5 demonstrators remained at the intersection of 176th Street and 8th Avenue. 


No demonstrators were located at the Pacific Highway port of entry. 


Other activities – British Columbia 
• There were Convoy related demonstrations across various RCMP Districts in British 


Columbia, however these were one-off events and were managed by local RCMP detachments.  


• Between January 27 to February 23, 2022, the RCMP also deployed resources in British 
Columbia to assist local police of jurisdictions with demonstrations at other ports of entry and 
the Legislative Assembly in Victoria. 


K Division: Demonstrations at Coutts port of entry  
The Coutts port of entry is positioned on Highway 4 in Canada, and the I-15 in the state of Montana. 
Coutts is in the Milk River Detachment area. Del Bonita is in the Raymond Detachment area, and 
Carway is in the Cardston Detachment area.  
 
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 


• The Government of Alberta’s Minister of Justice’s Office advised K Division of an upcoming 
blockade at the Coutts port of entry. 


Thursday, January 27, 2022 
• The Edmonton Police Service alerted K Division Special Tactical Operations of a planned 


blockade at Coutts port of entry. Special Tactical Operations started planning for the blockade 
and identified 10 uniformed members for Special Tactical Operations.  


• Special Tactical Operations created a unified command with K Division Integrated Traffic 
Unit and Alberta Sheriffs Commercial enforcement.  


Friday, January 28, 2022 
• K Division Criminal Analysis Section shared an intelligence report on the planned blockade 


for January 29, 2022, at the Coutts, Carway, and Del Bonita ports of entry. The impacted 
detachments, including Leduc, Milk River, Raymond, Athabasca, Airdrie, Barrhead, 
Blackfalds, Bidsbury, Innisfail, Morinville, Okotoks, Olds, Parkland, Ponoka, Red Deer, 
Westlock, Wetaskiwin, Grand Prairie were notified. 


• K Division approved a draft operational plan.  


Saturday, January 29, 2022 
• Vehicles blockaded Highway 4, the main highway leading to and from the Coutts port of entry.  


• K Division activated the Alberta Divisional Emergency Operations Centre and the Gold, 
Silver, Bronze Command Structure. K Division developed a deployment plan for Coutts-
Sweetgrass.  


• K Division Community Conflict Management Group members were deployed to liaise with 
individuals involved in the blockade.  
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Sunday, January 30, 2022 
• The RCMP, Canada Border Services Agency, and U.S. Customs and Border Protection formed 


a coordination group, the Coutts Coordination Group.  


• K Division Special Tactical Operations shared the arrest plan and high-volume arrest protocol 
with the Southern Alberta District command team and provided a situational awareness 
briefing.  


• Splinter groups began to form from the original blockade organizing group. The splinter 
groups refused to engage in ongoing communications with Community Conflict Management 
Group members. 


Monday, January 31, 2022 
• Community Conflict Management Group members communicated with original blockade 


organizers throughout the day, but could not reach an agreement to end the blockade. The 
RCMP continued to attempt to negotiate a peaceful resolution to the blockade throughout its 
duration.  


• The Community Conflict Management Group began executing a plan to escort approximately 
30 semi-trucks that were stuck north of the border due to the blockade. 


Tuesday, February 1, 2022 
• K Division requests the deployment of Alberta Sheriff’s highway patrol with valid Class 1 


licences to Coutts.  


• The RCMP intended to take enforcement action to remove the blockading vehicles however, 
local tow truck companies withdrew their assistance prior to enforcement action due to 
concerns arising from negative attention and commentary on social media.  


Wednesday, February 2, 2022 
• Approximately 100 semi-trucks continued to block the Coutts port of entry. 


• K Division reached out to over 80 different tow truck companies in Alberta, British Columbia, 
and Saskatchewan for assistance. No company contacted by the RCMP would agree to assist. 
The RCMP also engaged with Canada Border Services Agency to allow the entry of foreign 
tow trucks from the U.S., and reached out to over 25 American tow truck companies. The 
American companies also refused to assist. 


• Discussions between RCMP members and the demonstrators resulted in the demonstrators 
agreeing to open up 1 northbound and 1 southbound lane on Highway 4.   


• Commanding Officer of K Division requested that the Acting Minister of Justice and Solicitor 
General of Alberta invoke Article 9.1 of the Provincial and Municipal Police Services 
Agreements, authorizing the redeployment of RCMP officers assigned to specific 
municipalities to the Coutts port of entry blockade. 


• K Division requested air services support from F and K Divisions from January 29, 2022, to 
February 3, 2022. 


Thursday, February 3, 2022 
• RCMP members escorted 4 commercial vehicles from a checkpoint to the Coutts port of 


entry. The demonstrators responded by moving vehicles to completely shut down a stretch of 
Highway 4.  







  
 


 24 | P a g e    


Friday, February 4, 2022 
• K Division submitted a request to RCMP National Headquarters for Canadian Armed Forces 


equipment and personnel to assist in Coutts.  


Sunday, February 6, 2022 
• Community Conflict Management Group members liaised with demonstrators and the 


community to develop a process to move the demonstration to a checkpoint for public and 
officer safety.  


Monday, February 7, 2022 
• K Division Criminal Analysis Section disseminated an Open Source Intelligence report on 


Coutts and related public order events to K Division Gold, Silver, Bronze command and 
Canada Border Services Agency. 


• Three tractors blocked the Coutts port of entry throughout the night. 


Tuesday, February 8, 2022 
• After the Alberta Premier announced that provincial mandates would be lifted in Alberta 


within the coming weeks, demonstrators realigned the existing commercial vehicles and 
tractors to block the Coutts port of entry.  


Wednesday, February 9, 2022 
• All K Division Special Tactical Operations members given a mandatory deployment to the 


Coutts blockade.  


Thursday, February 10, 2022 
• RCMP received information that a small group of individuals within the larger protest groups, 


was determined and prepared to commit violence, including killing police, if police were to 
take any enforcement action to clear the blockade.  


Friday, February 11, 2022 


• The RCMP obtained judicial authorization to intercept private communication pursuant to 
section 184.4 of the Criminal Code to prevent imminent harm to police. 


Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• The RCMP requested Canada Border Services Agency suspend all services at the Coutts port 


of entry to control vehicle access to the port of entry and preserve public safety. 


Sunday, February 13, 2022 
• A farm tractor and semi-truck breached a police check point at the Coutts port of entry and 


attempted to ram police vehicles. The RCMP arrested both drivers, and seized both vehicles.  


• The RCMP obtained search warrants for a residential property and the Smugglers Saloon in 
Coutts, Alberta. 


Monday, February 14, 2022 
• In the early morning, the RCMP executed search warrants on 3 separate trailers located on a 


residential property and arrested 11 individuals, with charges including conspiracy to murder 
RCMP officers. A significant cache of firearms and ammunition were seized.  


• Later in the day, the RCMP arrested 2 additional individuals related to the above noted search 
warrant in Coutts, Alberta. 
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• The RCMP was also investigating 3 additional individuals believed to be connected to the large 
group of individuals arrested earlier in the morning, as well as 20 individuals who played a key 
role in the blockade. 


• At approximately 1400 hrs the Federal Government invoked the Emergencies Act.  


• Organizers of the blockade approached the Community Conflict Management Group 
members at approximately 1600 hrs voicing their intention to dissolve the blockade. An 
agreement was struck to vacate the location by 0900 hrs on February 15, 2022. 


• At approximately 1900 hrs the Coutts port of entry is reopened.  


Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
• The blockade dispersed peacefully. The Coutts port of entry remained fully operational.  


• The Alberta Minister of Transport set up an alternate demonstration site in Milk River.  


• While events continued north of the Coutts port of entry and at the Milk River site, no further 
attempts to block the highway and the port of entry occurred.  


Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
• A K Division Gold, Silver, Bronze daily meeting was held to provide updates on the current 


situation at the protest sites and the enforcement plan.  


Other activities – Alberta 
 
Tuesday, February 1 to Thursday, February 10, 2022 


• Other solidarity protests took place in Airdrie, Calgary, Cochrane, Edmonton, Lethbridge, and 
Okotoks. The RCMP was the police of jurisdiction for the protests in Airdrie, Cochrane and 
Okotoks.  


Monday, February 14, 2022 
• The RCMP entered into a memorandum of agreement with Edmonton Police Service to 


provide assistance in support of Ottawa Police Service in the National Capital Region. 


D Division: Blockade at Emerson port of entry   
Wednesday, January 26, 2022 


• An individual identifying as the demonstration organizer advised the RCMP they were 
planning a slow-roll demonstration on January 29, 2022, near the Canada-U.S. border crossing 
in Emerson (Emerson port of entry). The RCMP advised the individual that any unlawful 
activity during the demonstration could result in criminal, traffic, or bylaw sanctions. 


Thursday, January 27, 2022 
• The RCMP advised the demonstration organizer of possible violations under the Criminal Code 


and Highway Traffic Act in addition to potential penalties. 


• The RCMP prepared a media release to advise the public of potential traffic delays at the 
Emerson port of entry. 


Saturday, January 29, 2022 
• Demonstrators held a slow-roll demonstration at the Emerson port of entry and the RCMP 


maintained a presence to ensure public safety and to assist with traffic congestion. 
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Sunday, January 30, 2022 
• Demonstrators held another slow-roll at the Emerson port of entry and the RCMP 


maintained a presence to ensure public safety and to assist with traffic congestion. 
Monday, January 31, 2022 


• Demonstrators held another slow-roll at the Emerson port of entry. RCMP advised the 
demonstration leader to end the event as a blizzard was expected. All demonstrators departed 
from the port of entry area by 2100 hrs. 


Wednesday, February 2, 2022 
• A small group of semi-trucks and vehicles returned to the Emerson port of entry for another 


slow-roll. The RCMP was in communication with the demonstration leader and it was agreed 
that trucks would not stop on the highway or otherwise impede traffic. The demonstration 
leader relocated the demonstration to the Manitoba Legislative Assembly in Winnipeg.  


Wednesday, February 9, 2022 
• The RCMP were advised that a group of convoy supporters may attempt to block the 


Emerson port of entry. 


• The RCMP developed an operational plan in the event of a blockade at the Emerson port of 
entry. 


Thursday, February 10, 2022 
• Approximately 50 semi-trailers, farm vehicles and passenger vehicles blocked the Emerson 


port of entry.  


• Divisional Liaison Team members met with a lawyer representing the demonstrators. Through 
discussions, the demonstrators agreed to allow transports carrying livestock, Canada Border 
Services Agency and emergency vehicles through the blockade.  


• From February 10 to 14, Division Liaison Team members attended the Emerson port of entry 
to liaise with demonstrators to discuss a peaceful resolution to the blockade. 


Friday, February 11, 2022 
• Demonstrators continued to block the Emerson port of entry. 


• The Government of Manitoba announced it was relaxing a number of its public health orders.  


• D Division Criminal Operations Officers held an operational planning session to discuss 
enforcement action at the Emerson port of entry.  


Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• Division Liaison Team met with the demonstrators’ lawyer to discuss access to the Emerson 


port of entry for livestock and to advise of the potential charges that the demonstrators could 
face if the blockade was not cleared. 


Sunday, February 13, 2022  
• D Division Criminal Operations Officers and Manitoba East District held an operational 


planning session to discuss enforcement action at the Emerson port of entry.  


• Division Liaison Team advised the demonstrators’ lawyer of potential enforcement actions, 
including charges against demonstrators. The demonstrators’ lawyer advised the RCMP that a 
decision to end the blockade was going to be addressed the morning of February 14, 2022.  
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Monday, February 14, 2022 
• The RCMP continued to negotiate with the demonstrators.  


• At approximately 1400 hrs the Federal Government invoked the Emergencies Act. 


• That afternoon, demonstrators advised the blockade would likely end soon.  


• D Division Criminal Operations Officers and Manitoba East District planned to initiate 
enforcement action as early as February 15, 2022 should the blockade still remain.  


Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
• The demonstrators agreed to end the blockade at midday on February 16, 2022. 


Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
• The RCMP coordinated and escorted the convoy vehicles out of the Emerson area to ensure 


a safe and orderly departure. The RCMP maintained a presence in the area to ensure the 
highway and the port of entry remained open and accessible.  


Other activities – Manitoba 
• There were other convoy related protests across the province where the RCMP was not the 


police of jurisdiction. The vast majority of these events were peaceful and required minimal 
police intervention. 


O Division: Assistance to police of jurisdictions 
O Division was not the police of jurisdiction for convoy related events in Ontario. O Division 
provided assistance to other police of jurisdictions including the Ontario Provincial Police, Ottawa 
Police Service and the Windsor Police Service. 
 
Blockade in Ottawa, Ontario 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 


• O Division received a request from RCMP National Division for uniformed members to 
deploy to Ottawa on January 28, 2022, for the anticipated “Freedom Convoy” demonstration.  


Friday, January 28, 2022 
• O Division, Divisional Emergency Operations Centre was activated to oversee the 


coordinated management of O Division deployments across Ontario.  


Sunday, February 6 to 13, 2022 
• O Division deployed members to Ottawa to assist Ottawa Police Service.  


Blockade at Ambassador Bridge in Windsor, Ontario 
Friday, February 4, 2022 


• Windsor Police Service advised O Division of a convoy planning to block the Ambassador 
Bridge. 


Saturday, February 5, 2022 
• Canada Border Services Agency advised O Division the convoy had made the first pass of 


Ambassador Bridge but that the bridge was not yet blocked. 


Monday, February 7, 2022 
• Demonstrators blocked traffic from the U.S. from entering Canada via the Ambassador 


Bridge. 
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Tuesday, February 8, 2022 
• The Ambassador Bridge closed. Windsor Police Service began working to divert traffic to the 


Blue Water International Bridge. 


Thursday, February 10, 2022 
• Windsor Police Service contacted the Minister of Public Safety to request RCMP assistance 


with the Ambassador Bridge blockade. That same day, the RCMP redeployed a Tactical 
Support Group that was originally deployed in Ottawa to Windsor. 


Thursday, February 10 and Friday, 11, 2022 
• Ontario Provincial Police members assumed the role of lead agency in coordinating a law 


enforcement response to resolve the blockade and the deployed RCMP members operated 
under the Ontario Provincial Police ’s direction. 


Friday, February 11, 2022 
• The Province of Ontario declared a state of emergency.  


• O Division deployed 2 additional Emergency Response Teams to Windsor. 


Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• RCMP members assisted Ontario Provincial Police and Windsor Police Service to enforce the 


City of Windsor’s injunction. 


• RCMP members liaised between Ontario Provincial Police and Transport Canada to respond 
to Ontario Provincial Police’s request to restrict airspace over the Ambassador Bridge and 
blockade area during the enforcement of the injunction order.  


• O Division received an anonymous tip regarding an explosive device at the Ambassador 
Bridge. The RCMP assisted Windsor Police Service in the investigation and determined the 
threat was not credible.  


Sunday, February 13, 2022 
• O Division deployed additional RCMP members to the Ambassador Bridge to assist Ontario 


Provincial Police and Windsor Police Service to keep the Ambassador Bridge clear.  


• Later that night, the Ambassador Bridge fully reopened.  


Demonstrations in other RCMP jurisdictions  
F Division 
Thursday, February 10, 2022 


• F Division South District became aware of a planned demonstration to take place on February 
12, 2022, at the Regway port of entry and another protest at the North Portal port of entry in 
the Estevan Detachment region. South District Management prepared an operational plan in 
consultation with F Division Criminal Operations Officers and the Community Conflict 
Management Group. 


• During the course of the demonstrations, F Division had bi-daily briefings with Canada 
Border Services Agency.  


Saturday, February 12, 2022 


• The Combined Traffic Services Section, Integrated Border Enforcement Team, Forensic 
Identification Services, and the Provincial Response Team set up multiple check points at 
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strategic locations and made roving patrols along the highways around the Regway and North 
Portal ports of entry.  


• The Community Conflict Management Group team deployed and liaised with the 
demonstrators.  


• At 1300 hrs, demonstrator vehicles made contact with a check point. At 1500 hrs, all 
demonstrator vehicles were directed to a farmer’s field, which demonstrators had organized 
in advance as a demonstration site on private property. At 1530 hrs, 100 demonstrators made 
up of adults and children walked towards the Regway port of entry facility. Demonstrators 
remained at the entrance to the Regway port of entry for 15 minutes, took a group photo and 
returned to their vehicles and drove to the farmer’s field. At 1720 hrs, demonstrators 
peacefully left the farmer’s field.  


• The planned demonstration did not take place at the North Portal port of entry. 


Wednesday, February 16, 2022 


• A convoy of 30 semi-trucks and 40 passenger vehicles traveled from Yorkton to Estevan.  
• At 2200 hrs, demonstrators set up camp on private land near the North Gate port of entry 


(demonstrators were provided permission by the local landowner to use their property). The 
landowner denied police access to the property.  


• Members from a check point near the North Portal port of entry were re-deployed to the 
Northgate port of entry to prevent a blockade at the rural port of entry.  


• RCMP members remained overnight at the checkpoints and the port of entry.  


Thursday, February 17, 2022 


• The local landowner revoked permission for demonstrators to use their property. 
Demonstrators spent the night in the City of Estevan before travelling to the North Portal 
port of entry.  


• Another 2 groups of demonstrators were expected to join the main group of demonstrators 
at the North Portal port of entry over the next 4 days.  


• RCMP members were briefed on how to use and distribute printed “Notice to 
Demonstrators” to advise demonstrators of what a lawful protest entails.  


• Demonstrators set up another demonstration site on private land near the North Gate port of 
entry.  


Friday, February 18, 2022 


• RCMP members remained overnight. 
• At the North Portal port of entry, there are approximately 2-3 vehicles. At the Northgate port 


of entry camp, there are approximately 20-25 demonstrators. The demonstrators advised that 
they did not plan to block roadways or the border.  


Saturday, February 19, 2022 


• At the North Portal port of entry, there are approximately 53 vehicles. At the Northgate port 
of entry camp, there are approximately 28 vehicles. 


• By 1900 hrs, approximately 40 vehicles left the camp near North Portal and only 4-5 
demonstrators remain.  
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Sunday, February 20, 2022 


• At the North Portal port of entry, RCMP observed minimal demonstration activity. At the 
Northgate port of entry camp, there are approximately 20-25 demonstrators remaining. 


• Community Conflict Management Group members continue to liaise with the organizer of 
the Northgate Camp to determine their intentions.  


• At 1100 hrs, F Division Divisional Emergency Operations Centre Command and South 
District Command held a briefing to determine the continued RCMP footprint at the ports of 
entry.  


• At 1300 hrs, the North Portal Camp is shut down. RCMP is unable to contact the organizer 
of the Northgate Camp. 


• F Division Divisional Emergency Operations Centre and South District Command and 
Criminal Operations Officers decided to stand down Tactical Support Group and Community 
Conflict Management Group resources. Division Criminal Analysis Section continued to 
monitor social media for future convoy related activity.  
 


M Division 
Between Saturday, January 22 and Thursday, March 3, 2022: 


• Weekly “Freedom Convoy” demonstrations at the Whitehorse Legislature, and Shipyard’s 
Park and slow-rolls in downtown Whitehorse.  


• Smaller scale “Freedom Convoy” demonstrations occurred in Watson Lake and Dawson City.  


• Community Conflict Management Group members were in regular communication with 
demonstration organizers and a standing operational plan was in place in case of potential 
issues or blockades. 


G Division  
Saturday, January 29, 2022 


• The RCMP maintained a presence to ensure public safety. 


• Approximately 60-70 vehicles participated in a demonstration and travelled 5 kilometers 
through Yellowknife ending at Yellowknife City hall.  


• 30-50 demonstrators gathered in downtown Hay River and 20-30 vehicles drove around Fort 
Smith. 


Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• The RCMP maintained a presence to ensure public safety. 


• In Yellowknife, 35 people demonstrated in a heated tent for 3.5 hours.  


• In Hay River, 10 people demonstrated at the Hay River recreational Centre for 1.5 hours.  


B Division 
Saturday, February 12 to Sunday, February 13, 2022 


• The RCMP maintained a presence to ensure public safety. 


• Demonstrations were held in St. John’s, Marystown, Grand Falls, Corner Brook and 
Stephenville.  







  
 


 31 | P a g e    


• Tactical Support Group and Emergency Response Team members were deployed to Ottawa 
to assist National Division.  


Tuesday, February 22, 2022 
• B Division members were deployed to Ottawa.  


• Demonstrations occurred at the Confederation building and other locations across the 
province.  


C Division  
• The RCMP was not the police of jurisdiction for convoy related events in Quebec. C Division 


deployed members and provided assistance to National Division in Ottawa. 


H Division  
• Between January and March 2022, there were various convoys and stationary demonstrations 


across Nova Scotia. The events did not require police intervention except when a convoy 
briefly blocked the roadway to the Marine Atlantic Ferry Terminal for several hours on 
February 12, 2022. All events concluded without incident.  


Friday, February 11, 2022 


• H and J Division responded to a demonstration at the Nova Scotia/New Brunswick port of 
entry. The demonstration ended the same day. 


Saturday, February 12, 2022 


• A group gathered in Enfield to conduct a “slow roll” convoy where demonstrators travelled 
from Enfield to Stewiacke and back, and then departed for Halifax at 1400 hrs.  


• A group of 12 vehicles blocked access to the Marine Atlantic Ferry Terminal.   


• Demonstrators gathered at the Nova Scotia/New Brunswick port of entry and left at 
approximately 14:00 hrs. 


J Division 
Thursday, January 27, 2022 


• J Division stood up a Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure to manage the demonstrations.  


• The RCMP maintained a presence to ensure public safety. 


• A single convoy comprised of vehicles from Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward 
Island converged in Aulac, New Brunswick, en route to Ottawa. 


• J Division’s Community Engagement Liaison Team liaised with demonstration organizers 
throughout the events. 


Saturday, January 29, 2022 
• Demonstration occurred at the New Brunswick/Maine port of entry where demonstrators 


blocked the port of entry briefly but the blockade ended the same day. 


Wednesday, February 9, 2022 
• J Division Gold, Silver, Bronze command held a meeting to discuss plans for responding to 


demonstrations.  
Thursday, February 10, 2022 







  
 


 32 | P a g e    


• The Province of New Brunswick published a revised Mandatory Order under the Emergency 
Measures Regulations, to prohibit demonstrators from blocking highways, and to grant additional 
peace officer authorities to seize supplies and vehicles participating in the blockades. 


• J Division Gold, Silver, Bronze command held a meeting to discuss plans for responding to 
the demonstrations.  


Friday, February 11, 2022 
• Demonstration occurred at the Nova Scotia/New Brunswick port of entry and ended the 


same day. J and H Division RCMP maintained a presence to ensure public safety. 


• Divisional Emergency Operations Centre was on call for the night.  


Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• At 0800 hrs Divisional Emergency Operations Centre was activated to level 4. 


• At 1300 hrs, J Division created an operational plan to respond to the demonstrations along 
the Nova Scotia/New Brunswick border.  


• Demonstrators gathered at the Nova Scotia/New Brunswick port of entry and left at 
approximately 1400 hrs. Community Engagement Liaison Team liaised with demonstrators. 


Sunday, February 13, 2022 


• Divisional Emergency Operations Centre continued to monitor for future related events.  


L Division 
Monday, January 24, 2022 


• L Division Criminal Analysis Section/Criminal Intelligence Service Prince Edward Island 
shared information with Federal Policing National Intelligence Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team, Ottawa Police Service and Ontario Provincial Police related to 
the convoy travelling to Ottawa. Division Criminal Analysis Section and Criminal Intelligence 
Service Prince Edward Island identified convoy related events in Prince Edward Island at 
Borden-Carleton, Confederation Bridge, Charlottetown and Summerside, and a 
demonstration at the Nova Scotia/New Brunswick border.  


Tuesday, January 25, 2022 
• L Division Criminal Operations Officers received information regarding a potential 


demonstration at the Confederation Bridge on January 27, 2022.  


Wednesday, January 26, 2022 
• A draft operational plan was created to prepare for the demonstration at the Confederation 


Bridge and shared with responding members in L Division.  


Thursday, January 27, 2022  
• Approximately 150 vehicles, 2 transport trucks, and a few hundred people gathered in Borden-


Carleton to send off the convoy heading to the Confederation Bridge.  


• At 0800 hrs, a convoy of vehicles travelled across the Confederation Bridge toward Aulac, 
New Brunswick.  
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• L Division maintained contact with the Confederation Bridge Manager, Highways and Bridge 
Scales, J Division, various RCMP intelligence units, and RCMP Media and Communications 
units.  


Saturday, February 12, 2022 
• A slow-roll demonstration of approximately 1,500 vehicles occurred in Charlottetown, where 


the Charlottetown Police Service was the police of jurisdiction. Part of the convoy headed 
toward the Confederation Bridge where there was a large RCMP presence. Demonstrators 
held their demonstration in Summerside where the Summerside Police was the police of 
jurisdiction and the RCMP assisted. 


Key areas of review 
Chapter 1 – Command and control systems  
Gold, Silver, Bronze Command System 
Gold, Silver, Bronze is a command structure whose hierarchical framework is used for the command 
and control of major incidents and disasters. This command structure is based on roles and 
responsibilities rather than rank. The Gold, Silver, Bronze command framework delivers strategic, 
operational and tactical responses during major incidents or operations. 
 
The Gold, Silver, Bronze Command System is composed of 3 basic tiers: 


• Gold command sets the strategic objectives of the operational plan, establishes tactical 
parameters that Silver and/or Bronze commands must follow. The Gold Commander has 
oversight and overall command responsibility throughout the incident, and assigns 
responsibilities to the Silver command(s).  


• Silver command prepares and coordinates the operational plan, following the strategic 
objectives established by the Gold Commander. The Silver Commander collaborates and 
coordinates with partner agencies and assigns responsibilities to the Bronze command(s), in 
accordance with the strategic and tactical boundaries set out by Gold command. 


• Bronze command is responsible for the deployment of resources in their assigned geographical 
or functional area of responsibility to accomplish the Silver Commander’s operational plan. 
Bronze command will prepare tactical plans unique to their assigned responsibilities. 


 
A Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure may be activated in response to the following types of 
incidents: national security events; multi-jurisdictional criminal events; public order events; natural 
disasters; or any other major incidents or disasters. Gold, Silver, Bronze is primarily used for police-
led events, but can be used in conjunction with the Incident Command System or other incident 
management systems5. Gold, Silver, Bronze does not supersede or replace Incident Command System 
or other incident management systems, particularly in cases where it is more appropriate to create a 
Unified Command or where the police do not have the primary incident management role. 
 


                                                 
 
5 E Division Operations Manual 5.100.3.3.1-5 
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Incident Command System 
Incident Command System “is a model for command, control, and coordination of emergency 
response at an emergency site. It provides a way of coordinating the efforts of agencies and resources 
as they work together toward safely responding, controlling and mitigating an emergency incident.”6 
Incident Command System was originally designed to respond to wildfires in California and was first 
adopted in Canada in the 1990s in British Columbia. Incident Command System has evolved into an 
all-risk system that is appropriate for all types of emergencies including public order events, mass 
casualty incidents, multi-jurisdictional and multi-agency incidents, etc.  
 
Incident Management Structure 
The Incident Management System in Ontario is a response system for managing all stages of an 
incident. An incident under this system refers to “an occurrence or event that requires a coordinated 
response by emergency services or other responders to protect people, property and the 
environment.”7 Incident Management System provides a framework to communicate, coordinate and 
collaborate during an incident whether it is at an incident site, a designated location, a planned event 
or an emergency operation. Incident Management System can be used by all levels of government, 
Indigenous partners, nongovernmental organizations and the private sector. Incident Management 
System incorporates Incident Command System as 1 of its key building blocks and provides a more 
comprehensive system for multiple jurisdictions to work together to respond to incidents.8 However, 
Incident Command System is site specific whereas Incident Management System is designed for 
Emergency Operations Centre, and non-site-specific responses. Incident Management System is 
compatible with Incident Command System and is interoperable with other incident management 
systems used by other provinces and territories in Canada. 
 
Unified Command Structure 
Unified Command allows all agencies with geographic or functional jurisdiction for an incident to 
manage the incident by establishing a common set of objectives and strategies. A senior officer from 
each jurisdiction comes together to form a unified command. All involved agencies contribute to the 
command process by: determining overall objectives; planning jointly for operational activities while 
conducting integrated operations; and maximizing the use of all assigned resources. 
 
RCMP actions 
RCMP Divisions 
Several Divisions, namely E, K, J, and L, adopted the use of a Gold, Silver, Bronze model to manage 
the convoy related events in each respective province. Some RCMP Divisions have adopted the use 
of a Gold, Silver, Bronze model to respond to a variety of events in their respective jurisdiction; 
however, the current command and control structure approved in national policy and training is 
Incident Command System. 
 


                                                 
 
6 Initial Critical Incident Response - Level 100 Agora course. Agora is the RCMP's internal online learning platform, 
which employees (Regular Members, Public Service Employees, Civilian Employees) access to complete various 
RCMP online courses. 
7 Please refer to the Government of Ontario’s Incident Management Guidance: Version 2.0. 
8 Incident Management System 100 - Introduction to the Incident Management System for Ontario. 
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National Division 
On January 28, 2022, Ottawa Police Service activated the National Capital Region Command Centre 
in response to the “Freedom Convoy” demonstration in the National Capital Region. Ottawa Police 
Service, Ontario Provincial Police and the RCMP employed a Unified Command structure within the 
National Capital Region Command Centre with the Ottawa Police Service leading as the Police of 
Jurisdiction. RCMP National Division provided assistance to Ottawa Police Service until February 8, 
2022 when the RCMP created “Bronze command: Assist Ottawa Police Service” as a stand-alone 
command situated within the National Capital Region Command Centre to consolidate the RCMP’s 
assistance to Ottawa Police Service. It should be noted Ottawa Police Service used Incident 
Management System, the Ontario Provincial Police used Incident Command System and the RCMP 
used a Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure. 
 
On February 12, 2022, an Integrated Command Centre was established as an operational working 
group between Ottawa Police Service, the RCMP, and Ontario Provincial Police. The Integrated 
Command Centre was physically situated at RCMP National Headquarters. The RCMP worked with 
Ottawa Police Service, the Ontario Provincial Police, and other law enforcement partners including 
the Sûreté du Québec, Service de Police de la Ville de Gatineau, Toronto Police Service, York Regional 
Police, Peel Regional Police, and OC Transpo to develop the Integrated Command Centre 
enforcement plan to respond to the situation in the National Capital Region. As with the National 
Capital Region Command Centre, Ottawa Police Service maintained operational command of the 
Integrated Command Centre. Integrated Command Centre planning was led by the Integrated 
Operational Planning Cell, under the direction of the Integrated Command Centre’s Unified 
Command Structure and Executive Steering Committee. The Executive Steering Committee was 
made up of RCMP Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing, Ottawa Police Service Deputy Chief, 
and Ontario Provincial Police Deputy Chief.  
 
National Headquarters 
The RCMP’s overall response to the convoy events in Canada was governed by a separate, national 
Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure, which was activated on February 12, 2022. The RCMP 
established its national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure, in part, to provide a framework for 
the RCMP’s role in assisting Ottawa Police Service as well as to manage the mobilization of RCMP 
resources nationwide. 
 
The national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure’s roles included:  


• Mobilization of resources, as required, to execute operational plans  
• Collection, assessment and development of intelligence and situational awareness reports 


on all relevant activities and persons to support operational planning  
• Provision of necessary logistical, financial, and administrative support to facilitate 


operations   
• Liaison between the RCMP and other government departments and external partners as 


needed for a coordinated response and clear messaging 
• Communications, including media relations   
• Labour relations, and employee health and safety  
• Establish and maintain standard operating procedures to manage resource or information 


requests, taskings, and decisions made under the auspices of the Gold, Silver, Bronze 
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The national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure communicated with relevant Divisional 
employees through teleconference meetings, referred to as “daily briefs,” which occurred twice per 
day from February 15, 2022 to February 22, 2022. Relevant Divisional employees attended “daily 
briefs” to provide and receive information updates on the convoy events within their respective 
jurisdiction. Gold commanders for each respective Division were responsible for all communications 
with the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure.  
 
Key findings 
Use of Gold, Silver, Bronze  
 
Absence of Gold, Silver, Bronze training  
Overall, interviewees expressed that they did not have a clear understanding of the roles and 
responsibilities associated with the Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure as they did not have 
formal Gold, Silver, Bronze training, with the exception of E Division. E Division has been using the 
Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure to manage a variety of events in B.C., in particular public 
order events, on a regular basis since 2017. There are terms of reference for each position and 
interviewees expressed that they understood their roles and responsibilities despite some interviewees 
not having had formal Gold, Silver, Bronze training.  
 
Interviewees who had not received formal Gold, Silver, Bronze training indicated that they understood 
their roles and responsibilities as they had acquired experience working within a Gold, Silver, Bronze 
Command Structure for other events such as natural disasters, COVID-19 response or public order 
events. At National Headquarters, interviewees described their experiences within the national Gold, 
Silver, Bronze Command Structure for the Freedom Convoy events as the events unfolded in the 
National Capital Region and across the country. Specifically, individuals were drafting the “National 
Guidance for 2022 Convoy Protests” document in mid February 2022 and the document was only 
finalized on March 10, 2022. The common sentiment among most interviewees at National 
Headquarters was “the plane was being built as we flew it.” Interviewees from National Headquarters 
also advised they not only lacked Gold, Silver, Bronze training, but also experience as Gold, Silver, 
Bronze commanders. In particular, Civilian Members and Public Service Employees interviewees had 
neither Gold, Silver, Bronze nor Incident Command System training despite being placed in various 
Gold, Silver, Bronze commander roles within the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure.  
 
In contrast, all RCMP Regular Members interviewed noted that they had received formal training in 
Incident Command System. As per the RCMP’s “National Operational Standard 99.2 Active Threat 
Training and Equipment,” RCMP operational frontline members must complete the Initial Critical 
Incident Response training, which consists of the online course “Initial Critical Incident Response - 
Level 100.” 
 
While there is training on command systems, the RCMP does not have an organizational definition 
of a “major event.” Each command system (Incident Command System; Gold, Silver, Bronze; 
Incident Management System; etc.) defines a major event differently. Within RCMP policy, a major 
event is defined differently in Protective Policing policy versus Federal Policing and Contract and 
Indigenous Policing. A major event is defined in the context of each business line, but not for the 
organization as a whole. This leads to confusion around what exactly a major event is, and can make 
it difficult for decision makers to determine whether the event reaches a threshold that requires a 
command structure or additional support.  
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Recommendation 1.1: It is recommended that the RCMP provide an organizational definition 
of a major event for clarity and consistency of use. The definition can be based on an existing 
definition such as those found in Incident Command System, Gold, Silver, Bronze or the 
RCMP Operations Manual, but must be consistently used across both Federal Policing and 
Contract and Indigenous Policing.  
 
NATTERJACK recognizes that this important work is already underway. The RCMP is currently 
updating the Operational Manual to update the requirements on Independent Officer Reviews and 
After-Action Reviews. While in draft format right now, there is a requirement to give clear direction, 
standard templates and ensure that all Divisions are aware of a national standard. This effort would 
also need to include a new definition for an operational debrief as outlined in the Mass Casualty 
Commission and the creation of the new team, given that After-Action Reviews and Independent 
Officer Reviews are currently well described in policy but they do not meet the requirements of the 
Mass Casualty Commission recommendations. 
 
Recommendation 1.2: It is recommended that the RCMP initiate Initial Critical Incident 
Response Level 100 mandatory training for all RCMP employees, including Civilian Members 
and Public Service Employees.  
 
NATTERJACK recognizes that this important work is already underway as Contract and Indigenous 
Policing continues to undertake a review of Initial Critical Incident Response 100 and 200. At present, 
this has resulted in the creation of working group to assess potential changes of both course levels. 
Once complete, a report will follow at a later date clarifying results and lessons learned for Initial 
Critical Incident Response mandatory training. In turn, any recommended changes will be articulated 
to the National Policy Health and Safety committee prior to effective implementation. 
 
Recommendation 1.3: Aligned with Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.59, it is 
recommended that the RCMP ensures that anyone who is in an incident command role in 
National Headquarters is trained at the appropriate level before assuming this command role. 
Anyone chosen for an incident command role should be selected based on command 
experience irrespective of management level as a Regular Member, Civilian Member, or 
Public Service Employee.  
 
As explained above, Gold, Silver, Bronze is a command and control system which clarifies reporting 
lines and accountability is based on roles rather than rank. However, interviewees described that some 
decision makers did not follow the Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure, and did not allow certain 
Gold, Silver, Bronze commanders to make decisions in their respective areas of responsibility, with 
the exception of E Division.  
 
This led to some Gold, Silver, Bronze commanders expressing that their expertise and experience was 
not acknowledged and that they were not trusted to make the decisions associated with their roles. 


                                                 
 
9 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.5: The Commission recommends that RCMP policies should be 
amended to make roles and responsibilities during a critical incident response clearer. In the period before a critical 
incident commander assumes command, ad hoc command of the response should be situated with a suitably 
experienced, properly trained, and appropriately resourced supervisor within the district command structure. 
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For example, interviewees observed some members of senior management directly reaching into other 
Gold, Silver, Bronze commanders and making decisions without consulting with the respective Gold, 
Silver, Bronze commander. Some interviewees described this as the “platinum” and “titanium” levels 
of the Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure. According to interviewees, this also caused delays in 
decision making. To illustrate this further, only 52% of survey respondents felt that their “command 
structure aligned well with other lines of efforts (e.g., other sections and/or other command 
structures) within the RCMP.”  
 
In a similar vein, some interviewees expressed that the right people were not identified for specific 
Gold, Silver, Bronze roles. According to Gold, Silver, Bronze principles, roles should be assigned 
based on experience and expertise rather than rank. However, interviewees observed that some roles 
were based on rank and did not account for the individual’s experience, or lack thereof to fulfil the 
job function. 
 
Interagency cooperation and coordination  
 
Need for a standard command and control system  
As noted above, the current command and control structure approved in policy and training is 
Incident Command System. However, it should be noted that, based on recommendations from both 
the Public Order Emergency Commission and the Mass Casualty Commission, an RCMP working 
group led by Contract and Indigenous Policing is reviewing its current model of complex/major 
incident response and is evaluating other models that could enhance how the RCMP responds to these 
events.  
 
This issue is not limited to the RCMP as there is currently no standard command and control model 
across Canadian law enforcement agencies. Some interviewees observed that external agencies 
including law enforcement and emergency services were not familiar with the Gold, Silver, Bronze 
Command Structure. For example, in Alberta Incident Command System is the official incident 
management system and partner agencies like Emergency Medical Services are not familiar with Gold, 
Silver, Bronze. Similarly, law enforcement agencies in Ontario also employ Incident Command System 
and interviewees noted that they often had to explain the Gold, Silver, Bronze structure and associated 
terminology to external partners. External law enforcement interviewees also expressed the need for 
all Canadian law enforcement agencies to adopt 1 standard command and control system. During the 
convoy events in the National Capital Region, the Ottawa Police Service utilized Incident Management 
System, the Ontario Provincial Police used Incident Command System and the RCMP used Gold, 
Silver, Bronze. To illustrate this further, only 51% of respondents felt that their “command structure 
worked well with other policing, security and enforcement agencies, including other Police of 
Jurisdiction.” 
 
Recommendation 1.4: Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 
15,10 it is recommended that the RCMP work with external stakeholders including, the 
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police, the Canadian Police College, Public Safety Canada 


                                                 
 
10 Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 15: The RCMP should consider leading an initiative, working 
with other police agencies, for police services across the country to adopt a single command and control model, with 
shared nomenclature to facilitate integrated operations in appropriate situations. 
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and their provincial and territorial counterparts to develop and implement a standard 
command and control model for Canadian law enforcement agencies.  
 
NATTERJACK recognizes the challenges associated with getting all law enforcement agencies to 
agree to 1 command and control model and as an alternative, collective efforts should focus on 
ensuring the inter-operability of existing command and control models. NATTERJACK also 
recognizes that this important work is already underway in reciprocal Public Order Emergency 
Commission and Mass Casualty Commission recommendations as part of a commitment by the 
RCMP National Integrated Operations Council11. 
 
Authorities of peace officers 
Approximately half of survey respondents (53%) indicated that the authorities available for peace 
officers were sufficient to effectively do their job. Other respondents felt it was unclear why existing 
authorities were not sufficient for the police to respond to the convoy related events. Specifically, 
respondents felt it was unclear what impact the invocation of the Emergencies Act had on the police 
response and police authorities.  
 
Furthermore, some respondents expressed they felt uncomfortable applying the peace officer 
authorities granted once the Emergencies Act was invoked as they did not feel that they had a clear 
understanding of those authorities. While respondents indicated the briefings they received from their 
command structure on the Emergencies Act were effective, they reiterated that they did not have a clear 
understanding of how they relate to their peace officer authorities. Some respondents who were 
deployed in the National Capital Region also indicated they felt uncomfortable enforcing certain 
legislation because the police of jurisdiction did not appear to be taking enforcement action. 
 
Respondents were of the view that they should have been provided more training and better reference 
material on the applicable legislation they were being asked to enforce. It should be noted that 
reference material on peace officer authorities were provided to Regular Members. However, in some 
instances, this was done after the demonstration had begun. In addition, some respondents were 
unfamiliar with common law authorities that could be exercised for public order events in general. 
This was rectified on February 10, 2022, when aids (quick reference charts) were distributed to 
members supporting Assist Ottawa Police Service from the RCMP.12  
 
Inefficient swearing in process 
In the National Capital Region specifically, Regular Members were sworn in as Special Constables in 
Ontario. However, due to COVID-19, this process only took place over Microsoft Teams once per 
day in the morning and the process only started on February 6, 2022. This method was not efficient 
as Regular Members who were deployed prior to February 6, 2022, and those who worked the 
overnight shift were not sworn in as Special Constables. The swearing in process has been rectified 
following the convoy related events and was in place for Canada Day operations. The current practice 
in the National Capital Region is to use a Commissioner of Oaths to swear in police officers from 
external agencies reporting for duty during the pre-shift briefing. The Public Order Emergency 
                                                 
 
11 National Integrated Operations Council is the national Tier II-level committee composed of Core (Contract Policing) 
and Federal Policing Criminal Operations Officers. National Integrated Operations Council provides authoritative 
subject matter expertise in policing operation.  
12 Please refer to Annex E for a copy of the scanned handouts provided to frontline Assist-Ottawa Police Service. 
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Commission report made a recommendation for the Government of Canada to work with other 
affected governments to develop an expedited accreditation process for the RCMP and interprovincial 
police officers.  
 
Through consultation with senior Ontario Provincial Police officials, NATTERJACK has learned that 
the Ontario Provincial Police has a process for swearing in Ontario Provincial Police officers and 
Quebec Police Officers working along the Ontario-Quebec border to be able to work as a police 
officer on either side of the border. This best practice should be examined by the RCMP to assist in 
developing an expedited accreditation process for Regular Members being deployed to Ontario, 
Quebec and other regions where the RCMP is not the police of jurisdiction. 
 
Recommendation 1.5: Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 
2013, it is recommended that the RCMP work with other affected police services to develop an 
expedited accreditation process for swearing in Regular Members.  
 
Other key findings 
Communication and leadership 
Interviewees from National Headquarters reported that the daily briefs were informative and provided 
clear updates that were documented by scribes. In addition, respondents felt that the operational 
briefings were effective for information sharing and helped to keep employees informed of the rapidly 
changing environment to which they were being deployed. Furthermore, interviewees felt that the 
communication from regular Divisional Gold, Silver, Bronze meetings was excellent and no challenges 
were reported. However, according to survey respondents, daily briefings did not take place 
everywhere so employees felt they did not always receive clear directives. 
 
Results on leadership and supervision were mixed based on interview and survey results. Some 
respondents felt they had strong team leaders and that their supervisors communicated well, were 
collaborative, and provided clear directions on taskings. While others indicated there was a need for 
better leadership generally, as decision making and communication were slow. Almost 40% of 
respondents disagreed that decisions made by RCMP management were well-communicated within 
the organization. Specifically, survey respondents described internal communication from 
management with respect to the decisions that were being made as limited, inconsistent, not timely, 
and inaccurate. 
 
Recommendation 1.6: It is recommended that the RCMP re-examine internal communication 
policies and practices to ensure RCMP employees receive consistent, timely and appropriate 
levels of communication in support of their respective roles during major events. 
 
Second, interviewees and respondents highlighted the need to minimize “silos,” namely working 
independently as opposed to collaboratively when working on the same issue and for better internal 
liaison and integration across the organization. For example, interviewees noted that in general, 
different Bronze commanders performing similar roles and responsibilities were not communicating 
                                                 
 
13 Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 20: The federal government, working together with other 
affected governments, should develop an expedited accreditation process for RCMP or interprovincial officers to 
exercise legal authority to enforce provincial legislation or municipal by-laws where applicable, and where their training 
and education ensure that they are competent to exercise such authority. 
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with one another across the country. However, interviewees expressed that each Division was focused 
on resolving the blockades in their respective jurisdiction and did not have time to liaise with other 
Gold, Silver, Bronze commanders across the country to share information or lessons learned.  
 
Finally, interviewees also remarked that with respect to communication with the public, in certain 
instances, stronger messaging is needed to support members. For example, interviewees explained 
that they were doing their best in a challenging situation, but they felt that the RCMP’s national 
communication messaging could have improved support for its members rather than succumbing to 
public scrutiny. Similarly, survey respondents felt that communication with the public could have been 
more proactive and timelier to correct false narratives about the RCMP’s actions.  
 
Recommendation 1.7: Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 
2214 and Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.1715 it is recommended that the 
RCMP assign a media liaison officer for every public order event to ensure timely and accurate 
communication with the public. 
 
NATTERJACK recognizes that both the Public Order Emergency Commission and Mass Casualty 
Commission highlighted the need to be proactive and transparent with the public during a major 
event or critical incident. RCMP National Communications recently developed a Crisis 
Communications Reference Guide and Standard Operating Procedures for their employees to 
outline principles and approaches for managing critical incidents and crises, including training and 
awareness on how to approach communicating with the public. The guidebook and standard 
operating procedures continue to be reviewed regularly. 
 
Enhanced readiness 
Interviewees and respondents observed poor internal coordination, readiness and planning during the 
convoy events across the country. Specifically, interviewees explained that with respect to the 
command structure at National Headquarters, employees did not have terms of reference for the roles 
and responsibilities they were assigned and there were no business rules or standard operating 
procedures in place. Respondents also identified the need for more readiness and planning, such as 
the use of table-top exercises or mock scenarios to put the Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure 
into practice. For interoperability, increased practice will improve “muscle memory” thereby ensuring 
                                                 
 
14 Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 22: Municipalities, police services boards, and police services 
should, when dealing with major events, provide the public with accurate, useful, and regularly updated information. 
15 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.17: The Commission recommends that (a) The RCMP should amend 
its policies, procedures, and training to reflect the approach recommended in the 2014 MacNeil Report about the 
RCMP’s response to the Moncton Mass Casualty; that is, that the RCMP should activate public communications staff as 
part of the critical incident package. (b) The RCMP should train critical incident commanders and front-line supervisors 
in their responsibilities to provide timely and accurate public communications about a critical incident. This 
responsibility should be stated within RCMP policies and procedures. (c) The RCMP should fully integrate public 
communications into its approach to critical incident response, including training and tabletop scenarios, and 
communications officers should train and practice alongside other members of the command group. (d) Consistent with 
their legal duty to warn the public, police agencies should disseminate public information using methods that ensure that 
public communications reach those who are most affected by an incident in a timely manner. When choosing 
communications strategies, police agencies should attend to matters of equity and substantive equality, including 
demographic differences in the use of social media platforms, as well as the accessibility of reliable internet and cell 
service. 
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that all key employees (Regular Members, Civilian Members and Public Service Employees) involved 
in the event response will know what to do when responding to an incident or event. This will also 
ensure employees can effectively work with one another and have an appreciation of each other’s roles 
and responsibilities.  
 
Enhanced readiness is being examined by the RCMP Operations Coordination Centre16 as they are 
escalating preparedness across the organization. At present, the RCMP Operations Coordination 
Centre aims to coordinate, mobilize and train through hosting table top exercises to meet the needs 
of all rapidly evolving national critical incidents. After recent meetings with the Divisions, the RCMP 
Operations Coordination Centre is completing a national standard operating procedure in order to 
support senior decision makers in the midst of a crisis.  
 
Recommendation 1.8: Aligned with Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.517, it is 
recommended that the RCMP continue to develop clear and consistent terms of reference 
and/or standard operating procedures to respond to future major events. 
 
The RCMP is currently updating the Operations Manual to provide national standards, consistent 
terms of reference, and standard operating procedures to respond to major events force wide.  
 


                                                 
 
16 The RCMP Operations Coordination Centre was formerly known as the National Operations Coordination Centre. 
The RCMP Operations Coordination Centre, with extended capabilities and under the purview of Federal Policing, 
operates 24/7 365 days of the year to monitor, support and coordinate the RCMP’s official response to airborne 
incidents, emergencies, national security investigations, law enforcement operations, major events. The RCMP 
Operations Coordination Centre is a state-of-the-art facility that was designed and built in 2020 for the coordination of 
major crises, to provide advanced capacity for geospatial mapping, to respond to air incidents, to facilitate interagency 
information and intelligence sharing, as well as to help plan for and support operational readiness across the 
organization. 
17 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.5: The Commission recommends that RCMP policies should be 
amended to make roles and responsibilities during a critical incident response clearer.  
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Recommendation 1.9: Aligned with Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation C.8,18 
P1.1,19 P.820, and P.16.c21, it is also recommended that the RCMP work with other law 
enforcement partners to develop and implement national table-top exercises that includes at 
a minimum, 1 annual exercise involving all categories of employees for the RCMP (Regular 
Members, Civilian Members, and Public Service Employees) to enhance readiness and 
preparedness.  
 
Existing best practices 
E Division 
Interviewees described the convoy events as “business as usual” for E Division as there is a unit, the 
Community-Industry Response Group discussed in Chapter 1, that provides strategic oversight to 
address incidents related to public order to ensure a consistent, standardized, and impartially 
administered police response across the province. The Community-Industry Response Group 
employs a Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure to manage public order events across the 
province.  
 
Major Event Coordination Centre 
Since the convoy related events, the RCMP is establishing a centre of expertise, the Major Event 
Coordination Centre, to set up integrated command structures for government-led events and 
international sporting events hosted in Canada. The Major Event Coordination Centre supports the 
planning and operational delivery of designated major events where the RCMP is the lead federal 
security agency22. Work is also underway to examine how to leverage the Major Event Coordination 
Centre’s capacity to help support the coordination of federal law enforcement assistance to a police 


                                                 
 
18 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation C.8: The Commission recommends that: (a) All public safety agencies 
should develop and promote pre-critical incident wellness planning. (b) All public safety agencies should develop 
wellness programming that is proactive and preventive in nature. (c) The leadership of public safety agencies should take 
proactive steps to ensure that all responders are accorded equal organizational support and to promote healthy help-
seeking behaviour. (d) Public safety agencies in each jurisdiction should collaborate to provide training, including 
tabletop exercises, to civilian members of the responder community, including volunteers, as 1 aspect of their pre–
critical incident planning. 
19 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P1.1: Prepare for critical incidents before they happen, first by 
acknowledging that they can arise, by training personnel, and by establishing clear roles and responsibilities for critical 
incident 
response. 
20 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.8: The Commission recommends that the RCMP and other first-
responding agencies should engage with appropriate experts and training institutions to incorporate “grim storytelling” 
and other skills of critical incident decision-making into basic and advanced training for police and communications 
operators. This training is especially important for critical incident commanders, risk managers, and front-line 
supervisors. These skills should be reinforced in critical incident command and emergency management courses and 
practised regularly. 
21 Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.16.c: Interagency scenario-based and tabletop exercises should be 
incorporated into existing agency training wherever possible. If this is not possible, agencies should regularly make time 
for dedicated interagency training. 
22 There is a standing federal government directive where the RCMP is the lead security agency for certain pre-
designated events and the Major International Event Security Costing Framework is automatically invoked. For other 
federal events within Canada where Internationally Protected Persons (as defined in section 2 of the Criminal Code of 
Canada) are expected to attend, or international sporting events where the overall responsibility for security rests with the 
federal government, the host federal agency may request a major event designation from the Prime Minister through the 
Minister of Public Safety. 







  
 


 44 | P a g e    


of jurisdiction, when requested, for other types of events including but not limited to natural disasters, 
critical incidents, and mass casualty events. This could include providing guidance and support in 
logistics, mobilization of resources and the development of an integrated intelligence group to 
coordinate information sharing. 
 
Chapter 2 – Intelligence sharing and related activities   
 
RCMP actions  
National Headquarters and National Division 
There were 6 groups in the National Capital Region that were responsible for specific aspects of the 
intelligence picture that helped to guide the RCMP’s operational response to the convoy related events: 


• Protective Intelligence Unit 
• Combined Intelligence Group 
• Federal Policing Gold, Silver, Bronze Joint Intelligence Group  
• Federal Policing National Intelligence - Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence 


Team 
• Federal Policing Criminal Operations - Financial Crimes 
• Tactical Internet Operational Support   


 
Protective Intelligence Unit 
The Protective Intelligence Unit is composed of RCMP intelligence officers and intelligence analysts 
who produce operational, tactical, and strategic intelligence reports to assist investigations and 
operations relating to the RCMP’s protective operations mandate to protect the Prime Minister, 
Supreme and Federal Court Justices, International Protected Persons, and other designated protected 
persons. When the National Capital Region Command Centre23 is activated, the Protective Intelligence 
Unit also provides intelligence support to those supporting the operational event within the National 
Capital Region. The Protective Intelligence Unit led Combined Intelligence Group is stood up any 
time there is a major event in the National Capital Region. Leading up to the convoy, Protective 
Intelligence Unit maintained separate and distinct responsibilities from the Combined Intelligence 
Group and focused on supporting protective policing operations.  
 
Combined Intelligence Group 
Led by the Protective Intelligence Unit, the Combined Intelligence Group was activated on January 
28, 2022, with the addition of intelligence analyst resources from National Division’s Criminal Analysis 
Unit and law enforcement and intelligence partners including Ottawa Police Service, Service de Police 
de la Ville de Gatineau, Canada Border Services Agency, and the Ontario Provincial Police. The 
Combined Intelligence Group provided tactical intelligence products to support the National Capital 
Region Command Centre, and the Integrated Command Centre in the National Capital Region. The 
Combined Intelligence Group’s focus was on both the RCMP’s protective operations and national 
security mandates during the period of the Convoy-related protests and blockades in the National 


                                                 
 
23 The National Capital Region Command Centre is a permanent facility used for the joint planning and coordinated 
execution of police and first responder activities in a Unified Command Structure under the umbrella of National 
Division. 
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Capital Region. The Combined Intelligence Group produced a total of 240 reports from January 28 
to February 27, 2022.  
Joint Intelligence Group 
The RCMP national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure established its own intelligence team, 
the Joint Intelligence Group, as the primary point of contact and coordinating body for all national 
level situational awareness and operational intelligence sharing24. The Joint Intelligence Group became 
operational on February 12, 2022, and reported on convoy related events across Canada, including 
those impacting critical infrastructure, violent incidents, and blockades at various ports of entry, to 
the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure. Between February 14 - February 27, 2022, the 
Joint Intelligence Group produced 40 situational updates on protest activities nationwide25.  
 
Federal Policing National Intelligence - Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team  
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team is an intelligence unit within Federal Policing 
National Intelligence which provides strategic intelligence on the ideologically motivated threat 
landscape. In the lead up to the “Freedom Convoy” arriving in Ottawa, Federal Policing National 
Intelligence Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, was actively collecting information 
on various public order events to provide strategic intelligence reporting on the national threat 
landscape to senior management and RCMP Divisions. Once Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team became aware of the planned convoy travelling to Ottawa, Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team proactively shared information and intelligence about the convoy to 
Ontario Provincial Police and to the Security and Intelligence Community, including the Privy Council 
Office. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team also shared the information internally with 
RCMP Protective Policing units whose operations might be impacted by the convoy event in Ottawa. 
During the convoy related events, Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team was focused 
on the strategic intelligence picture and produced 10 Special Threat Advisories between January 18 to 
February 23, 2022. 
 
Federal Policing Criminal Operations - Financial Crime  
Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes is an operational policy centre at National 
Headquarters. During the convoy related events, Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial 
Crimes was responsible for implementing the Emergency Economic Measures Order which came into effect 
on February 14, 2022, when the Emergencies Act was invoked. The Emergency Economic Measures Orders 
provided the RCMP and other provincial and territorial institutions the authority to share personal 
information with financial institutions on individuals or entities that were engaged, directly or 


                                                 
 
24 The daily reports were distributed internally to the Commissioner’s office; Assistant Commissioner of Contract and 
Indigenous Policing; Director General National Criminal Operations Officers; Federal Criminal Operations Officers and 
Criminal Operations Officers; Division Emergency Operations Centre; Federal Policing Director Generals; Bronze 
Public Safety/Government of Canada RCMP Liaison Officer; National Communications Service; Director of the 
National Operations Centre; Contract and Indigenous Policing Operational Readiness and Response; and the Senior 
Executive Committee. Unclassified daily reports were also disseminated to external partners including the Canadian 
Armed Forces; Canada Border Services Agency; Public Safety; Canadian Security Intelligence Service; Global Affairs 
Canada; Financial Transactions and Reports Analysis Centre; Transport Canada; Privy Council Office; Communications 
Security Establishment; Privy Council Office Intelligence Assessment Secretariat; Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 
Canada; Public Health Agency of Canada; Treasury Board of Canada Secretariat. 
25 It should be noted that Joint Intelligence Group was stood down on February 26, 2022; however, the last report was 
finalized on February 27, 2022. 
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indirectly, in an activity prohibited by sections 2 to 5 of the Emergency Measures Regulations, referred to 
as designated persons under the Emergency Economic Measures Orders.  
 
Under the Emergency Economic Measures Orders, financial institutions were obligated to report the 
existence of property in their possession or control, which they had reason to believe was owned, held 
or controlled by or on behalf of a designated person as well as any information about a transaction or 
proposed transaction in respect of that property to the RCMP Commissioner or the Director of 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service. In order to streamline communications and the sharing of 
information with financial institutions, the RCMP’s Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial 
Crimes offered to act as a conduit, and did so, for provincial and territorial institutions. Between 
February 15 to 23, 2022, Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes made 57 disclosures 
to financial institutions, which involved the naming of 62 individuals, and 17 businesses.  
 
Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes also requested assistance from National 
Division’s Sensitive and International Investigations unit to collect information from the 
demonstration sites in the National Capital Region in order to provide financial institutions with the 
most up to date information possible.  
 
Tactical Internet Operational Support 
Tactical Internet Operational Support conducts internet research in support of open source 
information taskings that are linked to an active investigation. During the convoy related events, 
Tactical Internet Operational Support was tasked by the Director General of Covert Operations and 
Open Source and Data Sciences to provide operational support to the Combined Intelligence Group 
and the Joint Intelligence Group. K Division also requested assistance from Tactical Internet 
Operational Support for an ongoing criminal investigation.   
 
RCMP Divisions 
NATTERJACK also reviewed the intelligence collection, assessment and sharing practices in K and 
E Divisions as these were protracted events that resulted in blockades where the RCMP was the police 
of jurisdiction at the Coutts port of entry and the Pacific Highway port of entry, respectively. 
 
K Division Criminal Analysis Section 
Leading up to the convoy related events in Alberta, K Division Criminal Analysis Section maintained 
situational awareness on anti-vaccine and COVID-19 restriction demonstrations in December 2021. 
As convoy related events started to manifest across Alberta, K Division was focused on vehicle-based 
demonstrations on provincial highways. Other demonstrations, for example at the provincial 
legislature, were the responsibility of the respective police of jurisdiction.  
 
Once the demonstration at Coutts started, K Division Criminal Analysis Section began to provide 
open source intelligence support to operations. A K Division Criminal Analysis Section analyst was 
assigned to the Divisional Emergency Operations Centre to liaise between senior management and 
Division Criminal Analysis Section, and an intelligence analyst was deployed to Coutts as the Bronze 
Intelligence Commander. Another Division Criminal Analysis Section analyst was assigned to the 
criminal investigation at Coutts. K Division Criminal Analysis Section produced a total of 162 
intelligence products in support of the freedom convoy event. 
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E Division  
In E Division, the Community-Industry Response Group and Real Time Intelligence Centre resources 
were engaged in ongoing intelligence gathering to ensure the best available information is used for 
planning and decision making. The Community-Industry Response Group provides strategic 
oversight addressing incidents related to public order, national security, and crime issues. Its mandate 
is to ensure a consistent, standardized, and impartially administered police response across the 
province. The mission of Real Time Intelligence Centre is to coordinate actionable information and 
intelligence for partners during unfolding events. The goal of the Real Time Intelligence Centre is to 
enhance public safety by sharing timely and relevant information to support frontline law enforcement 
operations. During the convoy related events in British Columbia, E Division produced 15 briefing 
notes related to the Freedom Convoy events.  
 
D Division 
In D Division, the RCMP was the police of jurisdiction for the Emerson blockade. D Division 
collected open source information and used the Tactical Internet Intelligence Unit to maintain 
awareness of convoy related events.   
 
F Division 
While there were no blockades in F Division, the RCMP responded to demonstrations at various ports 
of entry in Saskatchewan. F Division Criminal Analysis Section analysts were tasked to conduct open 
source research and open source information collection. They provided this information in the form 
of email updates. 
 
Key findings 
 
How the threat picture was collected and assessed 
Barriers to accessing information 
Interviewees remarked that their teams’ intelligence reporting was overly reliant on open source 
information. This observation is unsurprising as all intelligence practitioners interviewed noted that 
there were limitations to their information and intelligence collection practices. Some interviewees 
remarked that their intelligence teams did not have access to information obtained from frontline 
members, which could be used to corroborate the open source information that was collected by 
intelligence analysts. Others at National Headquarters indicated that they did not have access to 
information collected at the Divisional level, specifically situational reports. Interviewees felt that there 
was a lack of interoperability between intelligence and operations during the convoy related events. 
 
Absence of intelligence coordination  
Interviewees specifically noted the lack of intelligence coordination within the RCMP, and in particular 
between Federal Policing and Contract and Indigenous Policing during the convoy related events. 
Currently, Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team under Federal Policing, is responsible 
for intelligence collection on the ideologically motivated threat landscape. However, in practice, 
intelligence coordination on public order events has fallen to Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team even though these events do not generally touch the Federal Policing mandate and 
may have very little nexus to Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team’s mandate. There is 
no analogous intelligence collection and coordination function within Contract and Indigenous 
Policing for public order events even though the RCMP may be responding to multijurisdictional 
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public order events as the police of jurisdiction. Interviewees observed the need for Federal Policing 
and Contract and Indigenous Policing senior management to consider the creation of a Contract and 
Indigenous Policing public order intelligence unit at National Headquarters to address this gap. 
Additionally, Public Order Emergency Commission recommendations in relation to the creation of a 
national intelligence coordinator for major events and public order events that are multijurisdictional 
and/or have national significance. 
 
Interviewees also observed that it was particularly challenging to collect information on convoy events 
from the Divisions because information and intelligence on public order events that impact RCMP 
jurisdictions is collected at the Divisional level and the Divisions do not have a direct reporting line 
to intelligence teams under Federal Policing situated at National Headquarters, such as Ideologically 
Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team. During the convoy related events, Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team sent requests for information to Division Criminal Analysis Sections and 
relied on its informal networks and relationships with the Divisions to collect information to report 
on the strategic intelligence picture.  
 
As interviewees indicated, this is neither a sustainable nor efficient structure for information and 
intelligence collection on public order events that are multijurisdictional or have national significance. 
Simultaneously, Contract and Indigenous Policing’s National Criminal Operations Officers office 
tasked Divisional Criminal Operations Officers to provide situational reports in each respective 
Division. Contract and Indigenous Policing used the information to produce an interactive map of 
convoy related events across the country. However, the product did not provide analytical assessments 
as Contract and Indigenous Policing at National Headquarters does not have an intelligence analysis 
capacity. As a result, interviewees and survey respondents noted that the map was limited in its utility. 
While Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team has the intelligence analysis capacity, they 
did not have access to the Divisional situational reports being collected by Contract and Indigenous 
Policing until February 14, 2022. 
 
Interviewees also observed a gap in intelligence coordination at the national level for public order 
events that impact multiple RCMP jurisdictions. Although Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team had been collecting information from the Divisions and reporting on public order 
events that may have a nexus to ideologically motivated violent extremism, there were information 
gaps as described above. As a result, the national Gold, Silver, Bronze command structure stood up 
the Joint Intelligence Group on February 12, 2022, to provide national level situational awareness on 
the convoy related events. Similarly, external law enforcement partners expressed that there is a need 
for the RCMP to play a more prominent role with respect to intelligence collection, coordination and 
dissemination on public order events that are multijurisdictional and/or have national significance.  
 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team and the Joint Intelligence Group were both 
operating to provide the strategic threat picture, and reaching in directly to the Divisions for 
intelligence updates. As such, some interviewees noted that they were inundated by requests for 
intelligence updates from different intelligence teams at National Headquarters. In addition, 
interviewees noted that the Gold Commander for each respective Division were responsible for 
providing an intelligence update to the national Gold, Silver, Bronze structure on a daily basis, and 
that the Divisions were already providing National Headquarters with the most up to date intelligence 
and information through their Gold Commanders.  
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NATTERJACK facilitated “hot wash” meeting with directors and managers within the intelligence 
program at National Headquarters as part of a lessons learned exercise. Both meeting participants and 
interviewees observed that intelligence teams in the RCMP, specifically Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team, Combined Intelligence Group, and the Joint Intelligence Group were 
duplicating efforts as a result of unclear roles and responsibilities for each team with respect to 
intelligence reporting for the convoy related events. For example, Ideologically Motivated Criminal 
Intelligence Team is a strategic intelligence unit that focuses on ideologically motivated issues but not 
all public events are ideologically motivated, the Combined Intelligence Group and Joint Intelligence 
Group included this in their reporting which was focused on reporting at an operational/tactical level. 
In addition, participants noted that this led to circular reporting. Both Ideologically Motivated 
Criminal Intelligence Team and the Joint Intelligence Group were represented on the national Gold, 
Silver, Bronze Command Structure with similar intelligence roles and responsibilities to provide the 
national threat picture. Based on the comments from participants and interviewees, the duplication of 
intelligence efforts can be minimized through increased coordination at National Headquarters for 
intelligence collection on public order events.   
 
According to interviewees, this confusion is also in part due to the lack of an effective governance 
structure of the RCMP’s intelligence program. In this context, governance is meant to clarify the roles 
and responsibilities for both National Headquarters and the Divisions involved in any intelligence 
production to ensure there is a clear understanding of who is responsible for what and where clients 
can seek intelligence products internally. This would also assist in ensuring that operational reporting 
lines are clearly established and maintained. In the future, this would benefit in reducing the amount 
of duplication of production observed during the convoy. For example, in the Public Order 
Emergency Commission report, the former Director General of Federal Policing National Intelligence 
explained that the Freedom Convoy illuminated the challenge of coordinating the production and 
dissemination of intelligence at the federal level. The issue is too many departments interpreting 
information individually, leading to varied perspectives. To address this, the Public Order Emergency 
Commission recommends creating a central body to consolidate intelligence products to ensure a 
cohesive briefing for senior officials.26  
 
NATTERJACK is aware of ongoing work on this issue, it is being examined by the Federal Policing 
Transformation team. They are focusing on modernization and improvements to the governance of 
the RCMP intelligence program.  
 
Recommendation 2.1: It is recommended that the RCMP develop and implement a Major 
Event Intelligence Unit to oversee the management, collection, coordination, and 
dissemination of information and intelligence on major planned or unplanned events that are 
multijurisdictional and/or have national significance. 
 
Recommendation 2.2: It is recommended that the RCMP continue existing efforts to develop 
a governance structure for its intelligence program that clarifies the roles, responsibilities, and 
reporting lines of various intelligence program areas to minimize the duplication of 
intelligence efforts across the organization.  
 


                                                 
 
26 Public Order Emergency Commission Report Volume 3, p. 278 
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Need for a standard analytical assessment framework and training 
Moreover, for those reporting rapidly on the tactical and operational picture (the Combined 
Intelligence Group, Joint Intelligence Group, and the Divisions), there was no time for intelligence 
analysts to apply the intelligence cycle to the information collected and conduct an analysis due to the 
demand for constant situation updates. Interviewees commonly observed that when there is that much 
pressure to produce a report within an hour or a few hours’ time it is not productive. In such an 
environment an analyst lacks the time required to review the information, assess its credibility and 
validity, and to analyze it in the context of the rapidly evolving situation to produce sound intelligence 
analysis to inform decision makers. As interviewees remarked, the “so what” and “now what” aspect 
from the analysis was completely missing from these assessments. Similarly, some commanders 
expressed that the products and information they received were not useful for their operational 
decision making.  
 
All interviewees acknowledged the need for a standard analytical assessment framework that 
intelligence analysts can employ to provide relevant and useful intelligence assessments to decision 
makers. Interviewees also noted the need for intelligence analyst training specific to public order 
events and major events (this is addressed below). In 2019, the Federal Policing National Intelligence 
Special Advisory Group in collaboration with H Division Criminal Analysis Section analysts 
developed the Public Order Threat Assessment methodology as an analytical framework to help guide 
analysts in their intelligence assessments of public order events to inform operational and senior 
management decision making. The Public Order Threat Assessment will provide consistency for 
assessing the threat of the public order event. In early 2020, the Public Order Threat Assessment 
methodology was approved for use by the acting/Director General of Federal Policing National 
Intelligence and disseminated to Division Criminal Analysis Section managers nationally. The Public 
Order Threat Assessment methodology is not currently a recognized RCMP standard.  
 
Intelligence literacy 
Interviewees and survey respondents expressed the need to educate intelligence clients on the value 
of intelligence and how it can be used for decision making. Interviewees noted that the role of 
intelligence was not valued during the convoy related events. Some interviewees attributed this in part 
to the limited understanding that decision makers had about the role and capabilities of an intelligence 
analyst and how intelligence analysis could assist with decision making. Others noted that some 
intelligence analysts assigned to work on the convoy related events lacked the training, skillset and 
experience to conduct intelligence analysis for public order events. As a result, they were not able to 
paint the threat picture for decision makers. Interviewees noted that it would have been more efficient 
to identify intelligence analysts who have experience working in public order intelligence for these 
assignments. 
 
Recommendation 2.3: It is recommended that the RCMP deliver information and training 
sessions on the role of intelligence for decision makers. The role of intelligence in decision 
making should be included in the curriculum of the RCMP’s selected command and control 
model. 
 
Recommendation 2.4: It is recommended that the RCMP Major Events Intelligence Unit, as 
a centre of expertise, be responsible for all intelligence analyst training on public order 
intelligence analysis. This would ensure the RCMP has a cadre of trained intelligence analysts 
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who could be deployed to RCMP Divisions when required to assist with public order events 
that are multi-jurisdictional and/or have national significance.   
 
How the threat picture was disseminated 
The Combined Intelligence Group was responsible for disseminating intelligence to frontline 
members in the National Capital Region and managed the interagency sharing of information and 
intelligence for the National Capital Region while the Joint Intelligence Group disseminated products 
to the National Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure and various Government of Canada 
agencies. Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team disseminated information internally to 
various RCMP units, the Divisions and RCMP senior management and externally to other 
Government of Canada and law enforcement agencies. In E and K Division, intelligence reports were 
disseminated through their respective chain of command and also shared with various units at 
National Headquarters. Federal Policing Criminal Operations Financial Crimes disseminated both 
RCMP and third-party information and intelligence to financial institutions while the Emergency 
Economic Measures Orders was in effect. 
 
Timeliness and accessibility issues 
According to survey results, intelligence dissemination was not always timely or accessible. Specifically, 
respondents noted that they would receive information about various threats through media reporting 
and various social media pages rather than directly from the RCMP. With respect to the timeliness of 
information, about one-third of respondents (30%) disagreed that the information they received to 
support their work was timely, or received when needed. In addition, with respect to the accessibility 
of information, survey respondents noted that the reliance on email in order to communicate critical 
or time sensitive information was not efficient or effective. 
 
Recommendation 2.5: It is recommended that the RCMP employ an intelligence coordination 
unit such as a Major Events Intelligence Unit to disseminate information and intelligence to 
deployed frontline members for public order events that are multijurisdictional and/or have 
national significance.  
 
Gaps in frontline situational awareness 
There were also gaps with respect to frontline situational awareness in RCMP Divisions. In particular, 
survey respondents who indicated they were deployed to the Coutts blockade raised issues with respect 
to the lack of information and situational awareness provided to frontline members on the possible 
threats to officer safety. Respondents expressed they were not aware of the threats to police officers 
until after the blockade concluded. Others noted that they only learned about the threats through 
media reporting. This raises a number of officer safety concerns for members who are deployed to 
the frontline and as an organization this issue must be addressed. It is imperative that all frontline 
members receive briefings prior to being deployed which includes information about possible threats 
to life, including an assessment of the threat level of the public order event to which the member/unit 
is being deployed.  
 
Similarly, survey respondents observed initially there was limited distribution of intelligence reporting. 
This was rectified mid-February, whereby, frontline members began to receive intelligence reports to 
support their roles and responsibilities.  
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Recommendation 2.6: It is recommended that the RCMP provide regular operational updates 
to frontline members while being deployed to a major and/or public order event. 
 
Information sharing with external partners 
Interviewees noted limitations in their abilities to disseminate protected information and intelligence 
to certain external agencies and the private financial sector. Specifically, interviewees indicated that 
encryption was not available with all external agencies and the private sector. Interviewees noted that 
this added increased stress when having to manage the risk of sharing protected information through 
unencrypted channels. Interviewees highlighted that this issue was not isolated to the convoy related 
events, but rather is an organization wide issue that they experienced while carrying out their regular 
program mandated activities. 
 
Recommendation 2.7: It is recommended that the RCMP work with external partners, 
including the private sector to develop a secure means to share information at the appropriate 
classification level.  
 
Interviewees also indicated that there were issues with information and intelligence that was 
disseminated to external Government of Canada agencies. Specifically, some Government of Canada 
partners would misrepresent the information or misattribute third party information as RCMP 
information. Interviewees often noted that various Government of Canada partners would reach in 
directly to specific intelligence teams and or individuals for information which did not respect the 
RCMP chain of command or established protocols for requesting information from the RCMP. In 
addition, interviewees and survey respondents felt immense pressure from the Government of Canada 
to be briefed on a regular basis by RCMP senior management, in particular when briefings were 
requested on an hourly basis.  
 
The Government of Canada’s demands for hourly briefings left no time for intelligence units to 
prepare an assessment, nor to collect the most up to date information. Former Commissioner Brenda 
Lucki provided joint ministerial briefings to several ministers27 before the “Freedom Convoy” arrived 
in Ottawa and then daily from January 30 to February 23, 2022. Information and intelligence updates 
were also shared with the interdepartmental Assistant Deputy Ministers committee on National 
Security Operations28. When the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure was stood up on 
February 12, 2022, an individual was assigned the role of Public Safety/Government of Canada RCMP 
Liaison Officer within the Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure, however this role was only 
created 2 weeks into the convoy events in the National Capital Region. 
 
Recommendation 2.8: It is recommended that the RCMP consider assigning a Liaison Officer 
for the Government of Canada prior to major events and public order events that are 
multijurisdictional and/or have national significance to manage the flow of information 
between the RCMP and the Government of Canada. 


                                                 
 
27 Public Safety Minister Marco Mendicino, Minister of Emergency Preparedness Bill Blair, Minister of Transport Omar 
Alghabra, and Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs Dominic LeBlanc participated in these briefings regularly, and the 
Privy Council Office then-Interim Clerk Janice Charette and National Security and Intelligence Advisor, Jody Thomas 
sometimes joined as well. 
28 Assistant Deputy Minister-level participants comprised of Privy Council Office, Canada Border Services Agency, 
Transport Canada, Canadian Security Intelligence Service, and other federal departments. 
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Other findings 
Risks to the organization 
A key issue noted by survey respondents is with respect to the information gaps in frontline situational 
awareness for deployed members, specifically information on officer safety threats. The fusion of 
intelligence and operations is key to any threat mitigation strategy. As such, de-confliction early on 
and often, at both the tactical and operational levels is key to ensure there is a common operating 
picture amongst employees.  
 
As discussed above, another risk to the organization is in the area of information management, in 
particular with respect to the collection, storage and sharing of protected information and/or personal 
information with external agencies. The RCMP only conducts operationally relevant open source and 
social media research on subjects or issues that relate to a law enforcement mandated initiative, or 
program activity. The Office of the Privacy Commissioner already has concerns around the collection 
of open source personal information, in particular by law enforcement. The Office of the Privacy 
Commissioner has already engaged the RCMP on this matter with respect to how the RCMP shared 
personal information with financial institutions during the invocation of the Emergencies Act and the 
enactment of the Emergency Economic Measures Orders. Overall, the Office of the Privacy Commissioner 
found that the measures incorporated by the RCMP in relation to personal information disclosures 
were found to be limited in scope and nature. With respect to the means used by the RCMP to share 
information with financial institutions, the Office of the Privacy Commissioner recommended that 
the RCMP ensure that information is protected according to its sensitivities. NATTERJACK’s 
findings also support this recommendation. 
 
Some interviewees and survey respondents highlighted the need for clearer operational policy, training, 
and guidance on the accepted use of Open Source Intelligence related applications for ongoing 
operations or investigations. Specifically, for the RCMP there is a gap related to operational policy 
with respect to information collection on individuals who have no clear nexus to criminality. In the 
context of public order events in particular, the risk to the RCMP is exacerbated because the right to 
freedom of thought, belief, expression, and opinion, and the right to peaceful assembly are Charter 
protected activities. NATTERJACK is aware of a previously conducted audit of the RCMP’s use of 
Open Source Intelligence, an updated policy will be released in 2024. 
 
Recommendation 2.9: It is recommended that the RCMP review and clarify operational policy 
for information collection in support of operations that does not have a clear nexus to 
criminality. Such a policy should specify authorities for collection, information storage, 
consistent use, exchange and retention of information.  
 
National Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police Intelligence Committee 
While the integration of criminal analysts in criminal investigations has long been established as a vital 
pillar to such investigations, the same cannot be said in the context of public order events as evidenced 
through the findings of this review. Understanding roles, responsibilities, needs and limitations in the 
dynamic, rapidly changing environments that public order events often become is paramount to 
closing some of the gaps identified through this review. Another vehicle for facilitating and 
encouraging change is through uniform and standardized practices and policies that add to the 
professionalization of the criminal analyst’s role. Many interviewees expressed a level of concern that 
beyond the informal networks that loosely bind criminal, tactical, and strategic analysts from a variety 
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of law enforcement and security and intelligence agencies, there is not a recognized national body that 
comes together to advocate, address and advance issues in criminal analysis. Examining the mandate 
of the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police and the various committees, the absence of a Criminal 
Intelligence Committee to deal with a number of intelligence policy and related issues appears glaringly 
missing and should be explored. 
 
Recommendation 2.10: It is recommended that the RCMP approach the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police Executive Committee and explore the utility of creating an 
Intelligence Committee to advocate, address and advance issues of importance in criminal 
analysis that contribute to Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police’s overall mandate of 
“safety and security for all Canadians through innovative leadership.” 
 
Existing best practices 
K Division 
After the Coutts blockade, K Division conducted an after-action review and Division Criminal 
Analysis Section reflected on lessons learned and made significant changes to improve their future 
response to public order events. In light of the lessons learned, K Division has adopted the following 
4 practices:  


• Open Source Intelligence training is a mandatory requirement for all Division Criminal 
Analysis Section analysts and each analyst is provided with the appropriate computer 
equipment and software to perform Open Source Intelligence functions. 


• Division Criminal Analysis Section delivers regular training on notetaking and the Gold, Silver, 
Bronze Command Structure for all analysts.  


• There are continued efforts to improve file management practices, such as working toward 
creating a common place to store information prior to an operational occurrence.  


• With respect to employee wellness, Division Criminal Analysis Section has a dedicated 
intelligence wellness coordinator that delivers workshops, and connects analysts with the 
appropriate resources.   


 
Chapter 3 – Mobilization  
Mobilization of RCMP members 
National Capital Region 
Overall, interviewees and survey respondents described the mobilization process to deploy Regular 
Members in the National Capital Region as chaotic. Interviewees also noted that National 
Headquarters previously had a mobilization unit which was no longer in operation at the time of the 
convoy related events and suggested that the mobilization process was less efficient in the absence of 
a dedicated team to fulfil this role. According to interviewees, there were capacity gaps in terms of 
employees who were trained and knowledgeable in effective mobilization and scheduling from an 
administration perspective. In the National Capital Region, mobilization was placed on 1 person who 
worked long hours managing the deployment of all members instead of sharing the work amongst a 
team. Interviewees described a lack of resiliency, as there were singular key people working on the 
operation without rest. 
 
Additionally, interviewees explained that there is a need for clear and established standard operating 
procedures governing mobilization. The absence of standard operating procedures contributed to 
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confusion and inefficiencies in coordinating the deployment of personnel. For example, interviewees 
noted that the Human Resource Management Information System was not used to identify whether 
Regular Members had up to date training and certification for deployment. According to interviewees, 
the Event Management System, which is used for major events, is not user friendly or searchable but 
the benefit of Event Management System is that it is linked to Human Resource Management 
Information System so the user can identify people for specific skill sets. Interviewees suggested that 
a system that can connect into Human Resource Management Information System and Microsoft 
Teams would be the most ideal for mobilization.  
 
Moreover, during Public Order Emergency Commission testimony, former Deputy Commissioner of 
Federal Policing, now Commissioner, Michael Duheme observed that it was a challenge to track the 
number of resources deployed nationwide to assist with the convoy related events. Similarly, external 
law enforcement partners indicated that it was difficult to track of the number of Regular Members 
provided to assist in a particular event. Ongoing work in relation to the Mass Casualty Commission 
recommendations is being conducted to explore IM/IT solutions to improve the mobilization 
process. 
 
Since the convoy related events, the Major Event Coordination Centre has been leveraged to provide 
mobilization support for designated major events such as the 15th Conference of the Parties to the 
United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity in Montreal. However, the RCMP still lacks a 
centralized mobilization unit for other events that requires the mobilization of RCMP resources.  
 
Recommendation 3.1: Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 
1229, it is recommended that the RCMP re-establish the National Headquarters mobilization 
unit to provide mobilization support for other events that are not designated major events. 
 
Interviewees also explained that it was difficult to secure enough Regular Members to deploy to assist 
Ottawa Police Service because the deployment was optional and not a mandatory requirement. 
Specifically, “call out” emails were sent to National Headquarters employees asking members whether 
they were interested in deploying to assist Ottawa Police Service. It should also be highlighted that the 
convoy events were taking place during the height of the COVID-19 pandemic with existing capacity 
gaps impacting the number of human resources available due to illness. 
 
Furthermore, it was also difficult to secure an appropriate number of marked police cars and 
equipment for Regular Members who were being deployed to assist Ottawa Police Service because 
the RCMP at National Headquarters does not carry out frontline policing duties and do not have a 
pool of marked police vehicles. National Headquarters is not equipped in the same way as an RCMP 
detachment. Similarly, external law enforcement agencies observed that since the RCMP scaled back 
its frontline presence in the National Capital Region in recent years, the impact on policing in the 
National Capital Region and specifically the RCMP’s ability to provide surge capacity on short notice, 
has not been accounted for previously. 
  


                                                 
 
29 Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 12: The federal government should similarly consider the 
creation of a major event management unit or major event management coordinator to address and coordinate policing 
responses across the country to major events of a national dimension. 
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Recommendation 3.2: It is recommended that the RCMP Operations Coordination Centre 
liaise with Divisional Emergency Operations Centres to determine and maintain ongoing 
awareness of each Division’s capacity and resources available to respond to events. 
 
RCMP Divisions 
In E Division, interviewees described the mobilization of resources as efficient and effective because 
a dedicated team, the Community-Industry Response Group, was responsible for the coordination of 
logistics and mobilization and all Regular Members were deployed from nearby Surrey detachment.  
 
In K Division, interviewees noted some challenges specifically as it relates to mobilization and 
logistics. Initial challenges with logistics resulted from K Division Divisional Emergency Operations 
Centre and Southern Alberta District duplicating efforts to forecast resource needs, which resulted in 
a surge of resources sent to the Coutts port of entry without enough logistical planning to support the 
resources deployed. There was no unit or individual assigned to provide logistics or mobilization 
support at Coutts and the responsibility fell to a Bronze Commander who was already assigned a 
different area of responsibility. This individual was over tasked, thereby resulting in some instances 
where Regular Members did not receive relief or meals in a timely manner. Interviewees also indicated 
equipment was not always available for Regular Members and that they had difficulty finding members 
for relief duty.  
 
In F Division the Divisional Emergency Operations Centre was activated to support detachments and 
other units assisting with the policing response at the Port of Regway and North Portal 
demonstrations. The Divisional Emergency Operations Centre coordinated all logistics, which 
relieved the pressure from the detachments and other assisting units by arranging accommodations, 
meals and human resources for the deployments. Additionally, F Division deployed Community 
Conflict Management Group members early on to ensure consistent engagement with the 
demonstrators and demonstration leaders. Community Conflict Management Group members 
explained to demonstrators what a lawful protest is, the actions the police would permit and what was 
unlawful (e.g., blocking the port of entry). These enabled demonstrators to seek out private land to 
stage lawful demonstration activity and prevented blockades from being set up at the ports of entry. 
The early and ongoing deployment of Community Conflict Management Group members was 
described as key to the success of the police response.  
 
Other findings 
Existing protocols to request police resources in Ontario 
On February 2, 2022, Ottawa Police Service requested assistance from the RCMP. The RCMP 
requested that Ottawa Police Service enter into a Memorandum of Agreement to formalize Ottawa 
Police Service’s request for RCMP assistance. However, this course of action did not follow existing 
protocols in Ontario under the Ontario Police Services Act, which states “a municipal chief of police who 
is of the opinion that an emergency exists in the municipality may request that the Commissioner have 
the Ontario Provincial Police give assistance”30.  
 
Interviewees indicated that the RCMP should have followed existing processes and advised Ottawa 
Police Service to send their request for additional resources to the Ontario Provincial Police before 


                                                 
 
30 Police Services Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. P.15.9.6. 
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requesting resources from the RCMP. Alternatively, the RCMP should have advised Ottawa Police 
Service to request that the Provincial Public Safety Minister, in this case the Solicitor General of 
Ontario, submit a request to the Federal Public Safety Minister for additional resources from the 
RCMP. 
 
Recommendation 3.3: Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 
331, it is recommended that the RCMP develop a standard Memorandum of Agreement for 
deployments to prevent unnecessary and future administrative delays.  
 
Equipment 
Interviewees and respondents experienced issues with accessing reliable communications equipment 
for radio contact when deployed to the frontline, including police radios and batteries; the right-sized 
radio holders on belts, barcode scanners; and reliable cell phone service as an alternative means of 
communication. Interviewees also indicated that external agencies used different types of radios, so 
Regular Members had to be paired with an external partner to allow external agencies access to 
communications on RCMP issued radios. 
 
Overall, the majority of respondents (63%) indicated they had all the uniform, tools, and technology 
required to perform their duties. The most prevalent theme was the need for better quality (e.g., 
windproof, lightweight) uniform and kit, including jackets, boots, gloves, and balaclavas for the cold 
weather. Another prevalent theme was the need for more high visibility public order gear such as: high 
visibility jackets and vest covers; zip/plastic cuffs; gas masks; shields; bump helmets and visors; hard 
body armour; safety glasses, etc. For some duties, respondents explained that there was a limited 
supply of use of force equipment such as carbines, conducted energy weapons, and pepper spray due 
to the non-operational nature of RCMP National Headquarters. 
 
Respondents also indicated they needed more computer equipment and better-quality internet 
connection. Others indicated they lacked the necessary software for open source intelligence 
collection. As discussed in Chapter 1, K Division has adopted the practice of ensuring each analyst is 
provided with the appropriate computer equipment and software to perform open source intelligence 
functions. Ongoing work is also being conducted to ensure RCMP employees who are responsible for 
performing open source intelligence functions are equipped with the tools necessary to carry out this 
responsibility. 


 
Chapter 4 – Employee wellness   
Key findings 
Extreme working conditions  
Most interviewees reported that employees were working well beyond scheduled work hours. 
Intelligence practitioners for example, reported working 10 to 15-hour days without breaks as they 
were tasked to produce regular updates, sometimes hourly, or daily, depending on the team. In 


                                                 
 
31 Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 3: Police and other law enforcement agencies should 
develop, in conjunction with affected governments, protocols around requests for additional law enforcement resources, 
where a police service is unable to respond on its own to major events, including certain protests.  
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addition, when some intelligence practitioners requested additional time or human resources to 
complete analytical tasks, these requests were ignored, denied, or overcome by events. 
 
Similarly, frontline members reported working between 16-18 hours per day during the convoy related 
events, not including the travel time to distant lodgings. Some interviewees also reported that 
employees had temporary cots set up in their offices to support the operation over 24-hour periods 
and were sleeping in their offices.  
 
Relief is necessary for all employees who are deployed and/or working during public order events, 
major events, or other types of emergencies. Many Gold, Silver, Bronze commanders reported that 
during the convoy events, they were tasked with finding relief for themselves and their team when 
breaks were needed from the deployment. When considering survey results in relation to working 
conditions, a third of respondents found that their assigned duties were not manageable within 
assigned working hours suggesting a need to reassess the expectations placed on employees, as well as 
the need for flexibility where possible, to prevent employee burn out and promote employee wellness.  
 
Recommendation 4.1: It is recommended that the RCMP ensure that there is effective staffing 
support and relief available for all categories of employees for future major events. 
 
Working conditions  
The pressures from government and the public to resolve the blockades were high during the convoy 
related events and many employees were working under stressful conditions, around the clock without 
rest or relief. Most interviewees indicated that they attempted to take this into consideration, 
particularly their tone when relaying commands and decisions to employees. However, conflicts did 
at times take place, which have been addressed through appropriate conflict resolution processes. 
 
Interviewees also reported that employees were working under immense pressure and that after the 
convoy related events some of their employees took sick leave due to operational stress injuries. It is 
unclear if these employees took sick leave directly as a result of the pressures of working during the 
convoy related events or if there were prior circumstances that were exacerbated during the convoy 
related events. However, these anecdotes illustrate that work is still needed to improve the RCMP’s 
workplace culture.32  
 
Morale and comradery  
Interviewees and respondents reported that there was a high degree of comradery amongst RCMP 
employees working to resolve the convoy related events across the country. Specifically, respondents 
reported there was trust and teamwork among colleagues. In general, from those interviewed, morale 


                                                 
 
32 See the Task Force on Governance and Cultural Change in the RCMP report entitled Rebuilding the Trust (also referred 
to as the Brown Report); Professor Linda Duxbury’s independent report entitled The RCMP Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow: An Independent Report concerning Workplace Issues at the Royal Canadian Mounted Police; Civilian Review and 
Complaints Commission’s 2013 Public Interest Investigation Report into RCMP Workplace Harassment; Standing Senate 
Committee on National Security and Defence’s 2013 report entitled Conduct Becoming: Why the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police Must Transform its Culture; the RCMP Veteran Women’s Council’s 2014 report entitled Addressing a Crisis in 
Leadership; the Honourable Judy Sgro, and the Honourable Grant Mitchell’s 2014 report entitled Shattered Dreams: 
Addressing Harassment and Systemic Discontent within the RCMP; and the RCMP’s 2016 report entitled Report on Allegations of 
Harassment and Sexual Misconduct at the RCMP’s Canadian Police College. 
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was positive and improved when employees clearly understood their roles and responsibilities and 
when they believed their contribution was valued.  
 
Conversely, morale was low when employees did not have access to appropriate meals or breaks, or 
when their assignments were unclear. For example, some interviewees and respondents were 
discouraged with leadership inaction or when they believed their opinions were not taken seriously. 
This raised questions related to management trust in their employees. In addition, interviewees noted 
an absence of formal recognition or acknowledgment from senior management for the efforts and 
contributions made by RCMP employees during the convoy related events. According to all 
interviewees, the lack of recognition had an impact on employee morale. 
 
Mental health support 
Interviewees observed that frontline members who were deployed during convoy related events were 
being exposed to verbal abuse, and loud noises on a consistent basis by demonstrators. While various 
interviewees explained that they conducted follow ups and regular “check ins” with their staff to 
determine if they needed health breaks, they also indicated that there were limited mental health 
supports offered otherwise. Some peer to peer counselling took place during the convoy related 
events, but there was no follow up conducted. It should be noted that the RCMP has since developed 
an RCMP Employee and Family Resource Guide. The RCMP is also conducting a longitudinal study 
investigating the development of operational stress injuries in the RCMP. The goal of the study is to 
establish psychological baselines with cadets and measure the effectiveness of an evidence-based 
resilience training program in order to mitigate the severity of open source information, and to provide 
organizational recommendations while facilitating early access to effective mental health care. 
 
Existing best practice 
Bronze Commander – member wellness  
E Division assigned a Regular Member to be the Bronze Commander responsible for member 
wellness during the convoy related events to look after the mental and physical wellbeing of members 
deployed. The Bronze Commander would attend all demonstration locations where members were 
posted to check in on employees and ensure they had what they needed (food, breaks, equipment, 
etc.).  
 
If they did not have the required logistics, as a case example, food, accommodation, or portable toilets, 
the Bronze Commander would address the issue immediately with the Silver or Gold Commander to 
resolve it. Moving forward, E Division is also exploring the feasibility of expanding this role to include 
a representative from the National Police Federation anytime there is a deployment as some members 
may not feel comfortable raising certain workplace issues with another employee of the RCMP. The 
National Police Federation representatives attended various locations in the National Capital Region 
to engage with Regular Members and it was appreciated by command and frontline staff.  
 
Recommendation 4.2: It is recommended that the RCMP assign an individual to be 
responsible for member wellness alongside a union representative during all RCMP major 
event deployments.  
 
* To effectively implement this recommendation a review and revision of existing operational policy 
may be required.  
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NATTERJACK recognizes that the RCMP Occupational Health and Safety Branch is collaborating 
with stakeholders to ensure that employees are properly supported while responding to crises and 
major event. This work includes: integrative and intensive training to develop skills and build 
awareness about mental wellness; updating mental health training for supervisors and officers; peer 
support programs; and, expanding support for member's families. 
 
Chapter 5 – Other findings 
Information management 
Interviewees and meeting participants indicated that taskings, emails, and reports were either saved in 
email folders, shared drives, Records Management Systems such as Police Reporting and Occurrence 
System33 or Police Records Information Management Environment, or not at all. For instance, 
Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Combined Intelligence Group, Joint Intelligence 
Group, and K and E Divisions saved their reporting in either Protected B or unclassified shared drives 
located on secure RCMP servers. Specifically, for the Freedom Convoy, K, L, J, F, and D Divisions 
also used Police Reporting and Occurrence System for the intelligence and criminal investigative files 
but the event file was managed separately using an electronic records management system. E Division 
used Police Records Information Management Environment for all files related to the criminal 
investigations, and GCdocs for the event file.  
 
While the use of shared drives is a standard method in the RCMP for storing and protecting 
information, interviewees highlighted the need for an information management system that would 
enable multiple units to access the same information and work on the same file or issue concurrently. 
In particular, intelligence practitioners stated that it was inefficient to have to grant readable access to 
the various shared drives to individuals who required access to information. As holdings have become 
more siloed, not only does collection and collation become difficult for intelligence products, it 
exacerbates the difficulty of locating documents for proper review and disclosure.  
 
Recommendation 5.1: It is recommended that the RCMP manage event files separately from 
the criminal investigative files to simplify criminal case disclosure and responses to Access to 
Information and Privacy Act requests.* 
 
Recommendation 5.2: It is recommended that the RCMP utilize Police Reporting and 
Occurrence System and Police Records Information Management Environment for 
intelligence and criminal investigative files related to public order events to ensure that 
information is accessible to all RCMP intelligence practitioners working on the same file or 
issue(s) nationwide.*  
 
*To effectively implement these 2 above noted recommendations a review and revision of existing 
operational policy may be required.  
 
During the convoy related events, not all decisions were documented on a Records Management 
Systems. For example, those who were part of the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure 
did not use Records Management Systems. Some interviewees indicated that there were records of 


                                                 
 
33 Police Reporting and Occurrence System is the RCMP’s occurrence records management system, except for E 
Division, which uses Police Records Information Management Environment.  
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decision from meetings. However, these were not retained in an information management system that 
was readily accessible. Moreover, while some interviewees explained that they took notes to document 
decisions that were being made, others indicated that they did not take as many notes as they should 
have or that they did not have time to take notes. 
  
Some commanders within the national Gold, Silver, Bronze Command Structure were assigned a 
scribe throughout the convoy related events, however, this practice was not consistent for all Gold, 
Silver, Bronze commanders throughout the country. In addition, most individuals who were assigned 
to be scribes did not have any previous training or experience as a scribe. Finally, interviewees 
observed that there were no business rules for file management during the convoy related events. For 
example, in K Division the event file management team developed business rules using the major case 
management business rules as a foundation.  
 
Recommendation 5.3: It is recommended that the RCMP utilize trained scribes to document 
decisions of business value during events and for these notes to be transcribed and retained 
on the appropriate Police Reporting and Occurrence System/Police Records Information 
Management Environment or Secure Police Reporting and Occurrence System file consistent 
with Recommendation 5.2 above. 
 
Politicization of the law enforcement response 
Interviewees and survey respondents felt that the police response to the convoy events were highly 
politicized. This was particularly the case with respect to the convoy events in the National Capital 
Region, where various elected officials and senior Government of Canada officials were of the view 
that it was the RCMP’s responsibility to resolve the blockades in Ottawa. The RCMP in the National 
Capital Region carries out Federal Policing activities which includes, but is not limited to, protective 
policing and national security investigations. As the police of jurisdiction in Ottawa, Ottawa Police 
Service has the primary responsibility to manage the police response to all demonstration activity. The 
RCMP can provide support to Ottawa Police Service when assistance is requested. However, the 
RCMP cannot assume command and control of the police response to demonstration activity as some 
officials suggested during the convoy event.  
 
The act of participating in a demonstration is not in itself a form of Ideologically Motivated Violent 
Extremism activity, regardless of the demonstrator’s beliefs, opinions, and/or ideologies. When there 
is a suspected threat to national security, the RCMP can assume a lead investigative role under the 
Federal Policing mandate. However, the criminal investigation remains separate from the police 
response to manage the demonstration activity taking place within a police of jurisdiction’s area of 
responsibility.  
 
Training  
Regular member training 
Generally, most respondents (70%) agreed that they had adequate training to perform their duties 
effectively and efficiently. Approximately 86% of respondents indicated that based on previous 
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training, they felt well prepared or somewhat prepared to apply use of force tactics34, in comparison 
to 65% for public order tactics35. There is little to no public order and/or tactical training for general 
duty Regular Members who are not a part of Tactical Support Groups or Public Order Units, nor was 
any training immediately provided before the convoy events to prepare Regular Members with 
knowledge of crowd control tactics. Regular Members also reported that they had not received 
instruction on public order tactics since their initial limited introduction at Depot.  
 
Respondents explained that they were not prepared to apply public order tactics as there were not 
enough members working for some of the demonstrations to enforce the laws safely. In some 
instances, there was no planning and/or inconsistent direction provided by those in leadership roles 
on what to do, or what the desired or expected outcome should be. Other respondents indicated they 
felt unprepared to apply public order tactics due to an absence of intelligence communicated to them 
and a lack of specialized equipment such as protective gear or tow trucks. Some respondents also 
stated that they had no prior experience with large capacity crowd control nor any experience in 
applying applicable tactics. 
 
A few survey respondents reported that the routine certifications required to undertake their role 
within the command structure was not up-to-date during the convoy related events. Specifically, these 
respondents reported that they were not up to date on their: conducted energy weapon training (8%), 
carbine operator course (5.2%), Physical Abilities Requirement Evaluation (4.8%), and Outdoor 
Immediate Action Rapid Deployment (4.4%) and Indoor Immediate Action Rapid Deployment 
training (4.3%). 
 
To ensure that Regular Members are ready to be deployed for all types of events, improvements are 
required with respect to training. According to RCMP policy, Regular Members are not permitted to 
deploy operationally if they are expired on their Operational Skills Maintenance (Operations Manual 
M 17.2.2.1.3) or pistol Annual Firearms Qualification (Firearms Manual 2.1). They are also not 
permitted to carry and utilize specific intervention options such as patrol carbine (Operations Manual 
4.15.4.2), Conducted Energy Weapon (Operations Manual 17.7.3.1.2) and Extended Range Impact 
Weapons (Operations Manual 17.3.2.2) if they have not completed a recertification within the previous 
12 months. Policy also states that Immediate Action Rapid Deployment training is mandatory for all 
RCMP operational members, including a refresher course every 3 years (Operations Manual 
16.10.2.3.1 and Operations Manual 16.10.2.2). Specifically, National Headquarters currently has a very 
low compliance rate with this mandatory policy. 
 
Currently, the Mandatory Training Unit, which is responsible for training courses for Regular 
Members at National Headquarters is understaffed with only 3 full-time and 1 part-time Full Time 
Equivalent out of 7 training positions identified on the organizational chart. With the mandatory 


                                                 
 
34 Use of force tactics refers to the incident management intervention model, first introduced in 1993, is defined as a 
visual aid that helps officers quickly respond appropriately to high-stress environment. The incident management 
intervention model trains members to consider all intervention options and outlines the various levels of force available, 
based on subject behaviour, situational factors (weather, location, size and number of subjects etc.), tactical 
considerations and officer perceptions. The incident management intervention model was developed by the Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police and is used by Canadian Police Services. 
35 Public order tactics refers to intervention techniques commonly used by police officers including verbal and non-
verbal communication, physical control (handcuffs, take-downs, strikes etc.), intermediate weapons (pepper spray, 
conducted energy weapons, batons etc.).  
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training required above, this is very challenging for the current team to deliver on with its staff 
shortages.  
 
Second, National Headquarters currently has a very low compliance rate with this mandatory training 
requirement, which necessitates the scheduling of several Immediate Action Rapid Deployment 
courses to bring this compliance rate up to an acceptable level. Due to the administratively heavy 
workload being completed from National Headquarters and a significant amount of the Regular 
Members being within the Officer rank, it is difficult to release Regular Members to complete the 
above noted mandatory training. These critical courses become pushed aside and skills quickly become 
outdated.  
 
Alongside these issues, the current training facility located at 1200 Vanier (Nicholson Building) is 
unusable due to poor air quality resulting in employees experiencing sore scratchy throats, sinus 
congestion, and coughing. Due to the state of the building, other occupants have moved out of the 
building except for the Mandatory Training Unit and Regular Members required to attend the site for 
necessary training requirements. However, the poor air quality has resulted in the cancellation of 5 
recertification training courses in late 2022 and early 2023. This has resulted in a backlog of members 
with expired certifications who are unable to deploy in a frontline capacity from National 
Headquarters. If the current situation is not resolved, the RCMP will be unable to provide surge 
capacity to policing partners in the National Capital Region. It is hopeful that with the addition of 
training members from the former National Division training program integrated within National 
Headquarters, that these concerns regarding resources and location can be rectified under a unified 
training program. 
 
Recommendation 5.4: It is recommended that the RCMP ensure Regular Members are 
compliant with the mandatory training requirements necessary for front-line deployment. 
Particular emphasis needs to be placed on significantly increasing and maintaining 
compliance rates of Regular Members at National Headquarters. 
 
Recommendation 5.5: It is recommended that the RCMP appropriately staff the National 
Headquarters Mandatory Training Unit to ensure mandatory training is delivered and 
compliance rates in this regard are significantly increased for National Headquarters 
Regular Member personnel consistent with Recommendation 5.4. Additionally, it is 
recommended that the RCMP secure a permanent suitable training facility to carry out this 
training. 
 
Intelligence analyst training 
Intelligence interviewees had 2 interesting observations and noted areas where improvement is 
required. First, there is a need for greater integrated training between intelligence analysts and Regular 
Members. All intelligence practitioners interviewed agreed not all Regular Members have a clear 
understanding of the role of intelligence analysts, including their capabilities and limitations. In 
addition, intelligence analysts may have limited exposure to operations and do not have access to take 
courses related to investigations, and major case management which could help increase the analyst’s 
understanding of the information requirements that Regular Members may have during operations.  
 
Second, interviewees also remarked that intelligence analysts who are asked to support public order 
events or major events require increased exposure on critical incident management and the RCMP’s 
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command and control approach to be better prepared to provide intelligence products for decision 
makers. It should be noted that Civilian Members and Public Service Employees can take the online 
introductory course “Incident Command System 100” on Agora to learn more about Incident 
Command Systems. However, this is not a mandatory course for all Civilian Members and Public 
Service Employees.  
 
While Regular Members can take the Community Conflict Management Course offered through 
Contract and Indigenous Policing, there is no training equivalent for public order events for 
intelligence analysts in the RCMP. From 2018 to 2020, Federal Policing National Intelligence 
coordinated the attendance of intelligence analysts from across the RCMP whose role included the 
production of public order intelligence analysis to attend the Community Conflict Management Group 
course as an observer to increase analysts’ exposure to the RCMP’s approach to public order policing 
and to allow intelligence analysts to learn about the role of Regular Members.  
 
During the Community Conflict Management Group course, Regular Members also received training 
on the role of the intelligence analyst for public order events. This type of integrated training between 
intelligence analysts and Regular Members was beneficial for Regular Members, Civilian Members, 
and Public Service Employees as it created a realistic working environment that allowed Regular 
Members and intelligence analysts to develop a better understanding of each other’s roles.  
 
Recommendation 5.6: It is recommended that the RCMP work with the Canadian Police 
College to facilitate the integration of intelligence analysts into the Community Conflict 
Management Group course.  
 
Recommendation 5.7: It is also recommended that the RCMP develop and deliver a training 
course on public order intelligence for RCMP intelligence analysts working on such events. 
The course should provide analysts training on the following: 


• RCMP’s role during public order events 
• Analysts role in producing tactical, operational, and strategic products 
• Instruction on use of various analytical techniques during public order events, in 


particular the Public Order Threat Assessment methodology  
• Suite of intelligence products for pre-event, during the event and post-event 
• The need to share information and not restrict information between internal units and 


with external Canadian Law Enforcement Agencies while respecting the third-party 
rule36 


List of recommendations  
 


                                                 
 
36 According to the Criminal Intelligence Service of Canada, The Third-Party Rule is a non-enforceable, informal 
agreement that was created to support sharing (not restrict) while governing its use to protect sensitive operations, 
sources and methods from inadvertent disclosure. The third-party rule states that “dissemination is limited to the 
recipient. Do not disseminate. Contact the author of this document for permission to release any information.” In all 
cases, do not reclassify, copy, reproduce, use in whole or part or further disseminate, without the consent of the 
originator. 
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Within the report, the recommendations are highlighted within their respective section. The 
following is a complete list of recommendations contained within. To clearly understand the context 
of the recommendation, please refer to the designated section of the report. 
 
Chapter 1 – Command and control systems 
 
1.1 It is recommended that the RCMP provide an organizational definition of a major event for clarity 


and consistency of use. The definition can be based on an existing definition such as those found 
in Incident Command System, Gold, Silver, Bronze or the RCMP Operations Manual, but must 
be consistently used across both Federal Policing and Contract and Indigenous Policing. 
 


1.2 It is recommended that the RCMP initiate Initial Critical Incident Response Level 100 mandatory 
training for all RCMP employees, including Civilian Members and Public Service Employees. 
 


1.3 Aligned with Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.5, it is recommended that the 
RCMP ensures that anyone who is in an incident command role in National Headquarters is 
trained at the appropriate level before assuming this command role. Anyone chosen for an 
incident command role should be selected based on command experience irrespective of 
management level as a Regular Member, Civilian Member, or Public Service Employee. 
 


1.4 Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 15, it is recommended that 
the RCMP work with external stakeholders including, the Canadian Association of Chiefs of 
Police, the Canadian Police College, Public Safety Canada and their provincial and territorial 
counterparts to develop and implement a standard command and control model for Canadian 
law enforcement agencies. 


 
*NATTERJACK recognizes the challenges associated with getting all law enforcement agencies to 
agree to 1 command and control model and as an alternative, collective efforts should focus on 
ensuring the inter-operability of existing command and control models. 


 
1.5 Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 20, it is recommended that 


the RCMP work with other affected police services to develop an expedited accreditation process 
for swearing in Regular Members. 
 


1.6 It is recommended that the RCMP re-examine internal communication policies and practices to 
ensure RCMP employees receive consistent, timely and appropriate levels of communication in 
support of their respective roles during major events. 
 


1.7 Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 22 and Mass Casualty 
Commission Recommendation P.17, it is recommended that the RCMP assign a media liaison 
officer for every public order event to ensure timely and accurate communication with the public. 
 


1.8 Aligned with Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation P.5, it is recommended that the 
RCMP continue to develop clear and consistent terms of reference and/or standard operating 
procedures to respond to future major events. 
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1.9 Aligned with Mass Casualty Commission Recommendation C.8, P1.1, P.8, and P.16.c, it is also 
recommended that the RCMP work with other law enforcement partners to develop and 
implement national table-top exercises that includes at a minimum, 1 annual exercise involving 
all categories of employees for the RCMP (Regular Members, Civilian Members, and Public 
Service Employees) to enhance readiness and preparedness. 


 
Chapter 2 – Intelligence sharing and related activities 


 
2.1 It is recommended that the RCMP develop and implement a Major Event Intelligence Unit to 


oversee the management, collection, coordination, and dissemination of information and 
intelligence on major planned or unplanned events that are multijurisdictional and/or have 
national significance. 
 


2.2 It is recommended that the RCMP continue existing efforts to develop a governance structure 
for its intelligence program that clarifies the roles, responsibilities, and reporting lines of various 
intelligence program areas to minimize the duplication of intelligence efforts across the 
organization. 


 
2.3 It is recommended that the RCMP deliver information and training sessions on the role of 


intelligence for decision makers. The role of intelligence in decision making should be included 
in the curriculum of the RCMP’s selected command and control model. 


 
2.4 It is recommended that the RCMP Major Events Intelligence Unit, as a centre of expertise, be 


responsible for all intelligence analyst training on public order intelligence analysis. This would 
ensure the RCMP has a cadre of trained intelligence analysts who could be deployed to RCMP 
Divisions when required to assist with public order events that are multi-jurisdictional and/or 
have national significance.  


 
2.5 It is recommended that the RCMP employ an intelligence coordination unit such as a Major 


Events Intelligence Unit to disseminate information and intelligence to deployed frontline 
members for public order events that are multijurisdictional and/or have national significance.  


 
2.6 It is recommended that the RCMP provide regular operational updates to frontline members 


while being deployed to a major and/or public order event. 
 
2.7 It is recommended that the RCMP work with external partners, including the private sector to 


develop a secure means to share information at the appropriate classification level. 
 
2.8 It is recommended that the RCMP consider assigning a Liaison Officer for the Government of 


Canada prior to major events and public order events that are multijurisdictional and/or have 
national significance to manage the flow of information between the RCMP and the Government 
of Canada. 


 
2.9 It is recommended that the RCMP review and clarify operational policy for information collection 


in support of operations that does not have a clear nexus to criminality. Such a policy should 
specify authorities for collection, information storage, consistent use, exchange and retention of 
information. 
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2.10 It is recommended that the RCMP approach the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police 


Executive Committee and explore the utility of creating an Intelligence Committee to advocate, 
address and advance issues of importance in criminal analysis that contribute to Canadian 
Association of Chiefs of Police’s overall mandate of “safety and security for all Canadians through 
innovative leadership.” 


 
Chapter 3 – Mobilization  
 
3.1 Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 12, it is recommended that 


the RCMP re-establish the National Headquarters mobilization unit to provide mobilization 
support for other events that are not designated major events. 
 


3.2 It is recommended that the RCMP Operations Coordination Centre liaise with Divisional 
Emergency Operations Centres to determine and maintain ongoing awareness of each Division’s 
capacity and resources available to respond to events. 


 
3.3 Aligned with Public Order Emergency Commission Recommendation 3, it is recommended that 


the RCMP develop a standard Memorandum of Agreement for deployments to prevent 
unnecessary and future administrative delays. 


 
Chapter 4 – Employee wellness 


 
4.1 It is recommended that the RCMP ensure that there is effective staffing support and relief 


available for all categories of employees for future major events. 
 
4.2 It is recommended that the RCMP assign an individual to be responsible for member wellness 


alongside a union representative during all RCMP major event deployments.  
 
Chapter 5 – Other findings  
 
5.1 It is recommended that the RCMP manage event files separately from the criminal investigative 


files to simplify criminal case disclosure and responses to Access to Information and Privacy) Act 
requests.* 
 


5.2 It is recommended that the RCMP utilize Police Reporting and Occurrence System and Police 
Records Information Management Environment for intelligence and criminal investigative files 
related to public order events to ensure that information is accessible to all RCMP intelligence 
practitioners working on the same file or issue(s) nationwide.*  


 
*To effectively implement these 2 above noted recommendations a review and revision of existing 
operational policy may be required.  
 
5.3 It is recommended that the RCMP utilize trained scribes to document decisions of business value 


during events and for these notes to be transcribed and retained on the appropriate Police 
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Reporting and Occurrence System/Police Records Information Management Environment or 
Secure Police Reporting and Occurrence System file consistent with Recommendation 5.2 above. 
 


5.4 It is recommended that the RCMP ensure Regular Members are compliant with the mandatory 
training requirements necessary for front-line deployment. Particular emphasis needs to be placed 
on significantly increasing and maintaining compliance rates of Regular Members at National 
Headquarters. 


 
5.5 It is recommended that the RCMP appropriately staff the National Headquarters Mandatory 


Training Unit to ensure mandatory training is delivered and compliance rates in this regard are 
significantly increased for National Headquarters Regular Member personnel consistent with 
Recommendation 5.4. Additionally, it is recommended that the RCMP secure a permanent 
suitable training facility to carry out this training. 


 
5.6 It is recommended that the RCMP work with the Canadian Police College to facilitate the 


integration of intelligence analysts into the Community Conflict Management Group course.  
 
5.7 It is also recommended that the RCMP develop and deliver a training course on public order 


intelligence for RCMP intelligence analysts working on such events. The course should provide 
analysts training on the following: 
• RCMP’s role during public order events 
• Analysts role in producing tactical, operational, and strategic products 
• Instruction on use of various analytical techniques during public order events, in particular 


the Public Order Threat Assessment methodology  
• Suite of intelligence products for pre-event, during the event and post-event 
• The need to share information and not restrict information between internal units and with 


external Canadian Law Enforcement Agencies while respecting the third-party rule 
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Annex A: Mandate letter for National After-Action Review 
 
Transit Slip 
Security classification: Unclassified 
Our file: 22-002452 
Your file 
Personal Information Banks: RCMP 
 
To: National Office of Investigative Standards and Practices 
From: Liam Price, Director General, Project NATTERJACK 
Date: 2022-01-06 
 
Subject: Request for National Office of Investigative Standards and Practices support to the 
National After-Action Review of the “Freedom Convoy”  
Diary date: 01-03-2023 
Page: 2  
 
Remarks:  
The Deputy Commissioner of Federal Policing has directed a National After-Action Investigative 
Review be completed with respect to the RCMP’s involvement in the events surrounding the 
“Freedom Convoy” in early 2022. 
 
The National After-Action Review will be a Major Case Management based review conducted by 
Project Natterjack in partnership with Internal Audit, Evaluation and Review, National Office of 
Investigative Standards and Practices, and the Survey Center. 
 
Please accept this memo as the mechanism for engaging National Office of Investigative Standards 
and Practice’s support for this effort. 
 
The National After-Action Review’s mandate consists of two parts. The first examines the 
intelligence sharing and dissemination mechanisms, including their effectiveness, leading to the 
invocation of the Emergencies Act. The second examines the integrated response, both operationally 
and administratively, by the RCMP to the various demonstrations known as the “Freedom Convoy.” 
 
The information gathered through the National After-Action Review will assist the RCMP in 
developing lessons learned from the events and more effective responses to future similar scenarios. 
 
The National After-Action Review will assess certain themes of interest, including: 
 


1. Intelligence Sharing, in particular: 
a. How the threat picture was collected, assessed, and shared amongst agencies 


responsible for responding to the Freedom Convoy; 
b. How social media was used by participants and supporters of the Freedom Convoy; 
c. How crowd funding supported the Freedom Convoy nationwide; and, 
d. Suspicions about ideologically motivated violent extremism-linked individuals 


associated to the Freedom Convoy. 
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2. Command and Control Mechanisms, in particular: 
a. Interagency cooperation and coordination between National Headquarters and the 


police of jurisdiction at ports of entry along the Canada-U.S. border (Pacific Highway, 
Coutts, Emerson, Windsor, and the Maritime provinces). 


b. Use of Gold, Silver, Bronze Command structure(s) and the Critical Incident Command 
model internally, as well as when working with police of jurisdiction or other policing 
agencies; 


c. The peace officer authorities at the federal, provincial, and municipal levels, both under 
the Emergencies Act and within existing legislation, policy, and agreements. 


 
3. Mobilization, in particular: 


a. Mobilization of RCMP members and other employees to respond to the protests. 
 


4. Employee Wellness – in particular: 
a. Member and employee morale, support provided professionally and otherwise; 
b. Safety measures and equipment provided; 
c. Training (specific training, training recertification, additional training needed, etc.). The 


review aims to identify organizational risks, while also offering recommendations. 
The National After-Action Review will require reviewing documentation related associated the 
above areas of interest already collected by Project Natterjack and conducting interviews with key 
individuals who held roles in the oversight and monitoring of the response to the Freedom Convoy. 
It may also be necessary to contact domestic or foreign partner agencies or units who could possess 
additional information. 
 
Project Natterjack requests the National Office for Investigative Standards and Practices coordinate 
the interviews of National Capital Region Gold Silver Bronze Team Commanders and identified 
employees, leveraging expertise from divisional Offices for Investigative Standards and Practices 
offices to complete these in a timely manner. Materials for these interviews will be provided from 
the holdings of Project Natterjack, unless otherwise specified. 
 
Divisions were made aware of the National After-Action Review in October 2022. It is requested 
that the interviews be completed in January and February 2023. 
 
A final consolidated report will be authored by Project Natterjack, with external review and strategic 
recommendations to be prepared by retired Assistant Commissioner, Eric Slinn, based on the 
aforementioned areas of review. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me at liam.price@rcmp- 
grc.gc.ca. 
 
Regards, 
Price, F. William, 000153730 
 
Liam Price 
Director General  
Project NATTERJACK 
 



mailto:liam.price@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

mailto:liam.price@rcmp-grc.gc.ca
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Appendix B: Lessons learned: RCMP activities related to Freedom 
Convoy 2022 events 
 
Introduction 
 
The project team NATTERJACK is developing an after-action review that captures lessons learned from the RCMP’s 
activities related to the Freedom Convoy 2022 events in January and February 2022. The goal is to identify, share 
and institutionalize insights, and inform policy-makers. 
 
Survey responses will inform the after-action review on the following four topics: 
 


• Information sharing 
• Cooperation and coordination 
• Authorities of peace officers 
• Health and safety of employees (4 subtopics) 


 
Each topic/subtopic has between 4 and 9 questions in this survey. Please note that you have the option in the 
survey of skipping over any topic you do not want to address or selecting “Prefer not to answer and/or Not 
applicable” within a block of topic questions as a response. 
 
The survey should take about 10 minutes to complete. Your participation is voluntary, but will be greatly valued. 
The information you provide will be administered in accordance with the Privacy Act and other applicable laws and 
will be confidential. Your answers will remain anonymous and will only be shared in an aggregate format. 
 
Important survey navigation information 
 
Use the “Previous page” and “Next page” buttons located at the bottom of each page. Do not use the navigation 
buttons at the top of your browser or the corresponding shortcut keys. 
 
Responses are required for all questions denoted with an asterisk (*). 
 
Session timeout: 
After one hour (60 minutes) of inactivity, your session will time out. You will not be able to access any of your 
unsaved information. 
 
To save your information: 
If you cannot complete the questionnaire in one session (60 minutes), you can save the information you have 
entered by pressing the “Save and continue later” button located at the bottom of the page. You will be asked to 
enter your email address so that the system can send you a link to continue at a later time. Please note that your 
email will not be saved and your responses will remain anonymous. 
 
Select "Next Page" to begin the survey. 
Notice: Please note that all information collected in this survey will remain confidential. However, do not include 
any protected or sensitive information in your comments. 
 
Your roles(s) 
 
In this section we would like to learn about your role(s) within the RCMP and with respect to RCMP activities 
associated with the Freedom Convoy 2022 events. 
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Note: Throughout this survey, your “role/responsibility, duty or command structure” is that which you were 
assigned during the Freedom Convoy 2022. 
 
What was your role with respect to RCMP activities associated with the Freedom Convoy 2022 events? 
 
Select all that apply. 
• Front line uniform 
• Administrative support (e.g. called to scribe or provide administrative support to a command structure or 


group involved in supporting blockade) 
• Emergency Response Team and Tact Troop 
• Logistical support to front line (e.g., aided with movement of vehicles, equipment/technology, delivery of 


meals, shift schedules) 
• Intelligence support (e.g. Joint Intelligence Group, Combined Intelligence Group, Protective Intelligence Unit, 


Ideologically Motivated Criminal Intelligence Team, Division Criminal Analysis Section) 
• Communications 
• Other, please specify: 
• Prefer not to answer 
• I did not have a role with respect to RCMP activities associated with the Freedom Convoy. 
 
What is your category of employee? 
• Regular member 
• Civilian member 
• Public service employee  
• Other, please specify: 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
What is your level/rank? 
• Special constable 
• Constable 
• Corporal 
• Staff Sergeant / Sergeant Major / Sergeant 
• Inspector 
• Superintendent 
• Chief Superintendent or higher 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
How many years of service do you have with the RCMP? 
• Less than 1 year 
• 1-5 years 
• 6-10 years 
• 11-15 years 
• 16-20 years 
• 21-25 years 
• 26-30 years 
• 31-35 years 
• More than 35 years 
• Prefer not to answer 
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In which RCMP division was your substantive position in January-February 2022? 
• B Division (Newfoundland and Labrador) 
• C Division (Quebec) 
• D Division (Manitoba) 
• Depot Division (Regina, Saskatchewan) 
• E Division (British Columbia) 
• F Division (Saskatchewan) 
• G Division (Northwest Territories) 
• H Division (Nova Scotia) 
• J Division (New Brunswick) 
• K Division (Alberta) 
• L Division (Prince Edward Island) 
• M Division (Yukon) 
• National Division 
• National Headquarters  
• O Division (Ontario) 
• V Division (Nunavut) 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
Where were you deployed with respect to RCMP activities associated with the Freedom Convoy 2022 events? 
 
Select all that apply. 
• National Headquarters (Ottawa) 
• Ottawa, Ontario (National Capital Region and downtown Ottawa) 
• Windsor, Ontario 
• Emerson, Manitoba 
• Coutts, Alberta 
• Pacific Highway crossing, British Columbia 
• Other, please specify: 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
Information sharing 
 
In this section we would like to learn more about information sharing in relation to the Freedom Convoy 2022, 
including the events leading up to the invocation of the Emergencies Act, and at the conclusion of the protest. 
 
Please note: If you do not want to address this topic in your survey response, simply scroll to the bottom of this 
page and click on the “Next page” button. 
 
From where did you primarily receive information needed to undertake your role(s) during the Freedom Convoy 
2022 events? 
 
Select all that apply. 
• Protective Intelligence Unit 
• Combined Intelligence Group 
• Joint Intelligence Group 
• Ideologically Motivated Intelligence Team 
• National Operations Coordination Centre 
• My command structure (e.g. from your supervisor/team lead) 
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• External partners (Canada Border Services Agency, Ontario Provincial Police, Ottawa Police Service, others) 
• Colleagues (from your substantive and/or other divisions) 
• Other, please specify: 
Thinking about your experiences while on duty during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events, please indicate to which 
extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 
 
Note: “Information sharing” mechanisms for this survey include “Situational Reports”, “be on the look outs” and 
other internal communication tools used to convey information needed for your role(s) during the Freedom 
Convoy 2022 events. 
 


 Strongly 
agree Agree Neither agree 


nor disagree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


The information I received to 
support my role(s) was timely 
(received when needed). 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


The information I received to 
support my role(s) was accurate. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


The information I received was 
directly relevant to my role(s). ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


 
Cooperation and coordination 
 
In this section we would like to learn more about RCMP internal and inter-agency cooperation and coordination. 
 
Please note: If you do not want to address this topic in your survey response, simply scroll to the bottom of this 
page and click on the “Next page” button. 
 
Thinking about your experiences while on duty during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events, please indicate to which 
extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 


 Strongly 
agree Agree 


Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 


Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


Decisions made by RCMP 
management were well-
communicated within the 
organization. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


My command structure aligned well 
with other lines of effort (e.g. other 
sections and/or other command 
structures) within the RCMP. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


My command structure worked well 
with other policing, security and 
enforcement agencies, including 
other police of jurisdiction (e.g. 
Ottawa Police Services). 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


My command structure worked well 
with domestic and international 
intelligence agencies. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 
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Authorities of peace officers 
 
In this section we would like to learn more about the authorities of peace officers, both within existing legislation, 
policy and agreements and under the Emergencies Act, which was invoked between February 14-23, 2021. 
 
Please note: If you do not want to address this topic in your survey response, simply scroll to the bottom of this 
page and click on the “Next page” button. 
 
Thinking about your experiences while on duty during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events, please indicate to which 
extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 


 Pre-Emergencies Act invocation 


 Strongly 
agree Agree Neither agree 


nor disagree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were sufficient to 
effectively do my job. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were well communicated. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were timely (received 
when needed). 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were consistent. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


  Post-Emergencies Act invocation 


 Strongly 
agree Agree Neither agree 


nor disagree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were sufficient to 
effectively do my job. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were well communicated. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were timely (received 
when needed). 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Authorities available for peace 
officers were consistent. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


 
Health and safety of employees 
 
In this section we would like to learn more about the health and safety of employees. Questions will focus on: the 
mobilization of employees, morale and support provided professionally and otherwise, training requirements 
(specific training, recertification, additional training needed) and safety measures and equipment. 
 
Please note: If you do not want to address this topic in your survey response, simply scroll to the bottom of this 
page and click on the “Next page” button. 
 
Thinking about your experiences while on duty during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events, please indicate to which 
extent you agree or disagree with each of the following statements. 


 Mobilization of employees 
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 Strongly 
agree Agree 


Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 


Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


My job responsibilities, duties, and 
expectations were made clear to 
me. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


My job schedule was made clear to 
me. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


I had a clear understanding of my 
command structure. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


I received regular communication 
about changes in events or RCMP 
activities that affected my role(s). 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


There were enough resources in my 
command structure to undertake 
the duties required. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


My duties were manageable within 
the assigned working hours. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


  


 Morale and support 


 Strongly 
agree Agree 


Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 


Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


I understood how my work 
supported my command structure’s 
mandate. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


Morale was positive within my 
command structure. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


I felt respected and valued by my 
supervisor. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


I felt respected and valued by my 
colleagues. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


The pressure of my duties was 
manageable. ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


I was consulted and/or able to 
provide feedback on matters 
related to my role(s) in RCMP 
activities. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


I had access to sufficient wellness 
(including mental health) support 
during my deployment. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


 


  Training requirements 


 Strongly 
agree Agree Neither agree 


nor disagree Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


I had adequate training to 
perform my duties effectively 
and efficiently. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 
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Based on previous training you had received, how well prepared did you feel to apply public order tactics during 
the Freedom Convoy 2022 events? 
• Well prepared 
• Somewhat prepared 
• Slightly prepared 
• Not at all prepared 
 
Please explain why you felt unprepared to apply crowd control tactics. 
 
Based on previous training you had received, how well prepared did you feel to apply the use of force during the 
Freedom Convoy 2022 events? 
• Well prepared 
• Somewhat prepared 
• Slightly prepared 
• Not at all prepared 
 
Please explain why you felt unprepared to apply the use of force. 
 
Which of the following routine certifications, needed to undertake your role(s) within your command structure, 
were not up-to-date during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events? 
 
Select all that apply. 
• Annual Firearms Qualification  
• Carbine Operator 
• Conduced Energy Weapon  
• First Aid 
• Indoor Immediate Action/Rapid Deployment  
• Initial Critical Incident Response 
• Operational Skills Maintenance 
• Outdoor Immediate Action/Rapid Deployment  
• Physical Abilities Requirement Evaluation 
• Other, please specify: 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
Safety measures and equipment 
 
Thinking about your experiences while on duty during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events, please indicate to which 
extent you agree or disagree with the following statement. 


 Strongly 
agree Agree 


Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 


Disagree Strongly 
disagree 


Not 
applicable 


I had all the uniform, kit, tools, and 
technology required to safely and 
effectively undertake my role(s) 
during the Freedom Convoy 2022 
events. 


○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ 


 
Please specify which uniform, kit, tools and technology was needed and not available to you to safely and 
effectively undertake your role(s) during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events. 
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Reflections on lessons learned  
 
As a reminder, the four topic areas explored in this survey include: 
 


• Information sharing 
• Cooperation and coordination 
• Authorities of peace officers 
• Health and safety of employees 


 
Challenges, priorities to do differently: Reflecting on your experiences while on duty during Freedom Convoy 2022 
events, what actions could the RCMP take to help improve members’ and employees’ ability to respond to 
comparable events in the future? 
(250 characters max) 
 
 
Worked well, priorities to continue to do: Reflecting on your experiences while on duty during Freedom Convoy 
2022 events, what actions taken by the RCMP helped members’ and employees’ ability to respond to these 
events? 
(250 characters max) 
 
Demographic  
 
We are collecting some information on the socio-demographic characteristics of survey respondents. This 
information will be used to help support our analyses of equity, diversity and inclusion as it relates to this survey. 
Your participation is voluntary and your responses will be kept confidential. 
 
What is your age group? 
• 24 years and under 
• 25 to 29 years 
• 30 to 34 years 
• 35 to 39 years 
• 40 to 44 years 
• 45 to 49 years 
• 50 to 54 years 
• 55 to 59 years 
• 60 years and over 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
Self-declaration to one or several designated employment equity groups through this survey is done purely on a 
voluntary basis. Data collected through this survey will be used exclusively to analyze survey results and does not 
otherwise modify self-identification data held by the RCMP for the purpose of implementing the Employment 
Equity Act. 
 
What is your gender? 
• Woman 
• Man 
• Another gender 
• Prefer not to answer 
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Are you an Indigenous person? 
• Yes 
• No 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
Are you a person with a disability? 
• Yes 
• No 
• Prefer not to answer 
 
Are you a member of a visible minority group? 
• Yes 
• No 
• Prefer not to answer 
  







  
 


 80 | P a g e    


Appendix C: Survey results  
Employee survey – NATTERJACK – September 2022 
Approach  


• Dissemination: The questionnaire was drafted by National Program Evaluation Services and 
administered in an online format (Simple Survey) by the Survey Centre. Communications drafted 
invitation messages, and posted the link to complete the survey on Infoweb. The survey was 
sent by email to all employees of the RCMP and included an introductory note and a link to the 
online survey in both English and French. The survey was in the field from September 6, 2022 
(launch) to October 7, 2022 (deactivated) - duration 5 weeks.  


• Response rate: A total of 2139 individuals responded (fully or partially) to the survey. 
Respondents who reported that they did not have a role in the Freedom Convoy events were 
excluded from the analysis (n=498) leaving a total of 1641 survey responses included in the 
analysis of results. 


Coordination and collaboration  
Results: 


• Decisions made by RCMP management were well-communicated within the organization – 
Agree: 37%; Neither agree nor disagree: 22%; Disagree: 39%; Not Applicable: 2% 


• My command structure aligned well with other lines of effort (e.g. other sections and/or 
command structures) within the RCMP – Agree: 52%; Neither agree nor disagree: 20%; Disagree: 
24%; Not applicable: 4% 


• My command structure worked well with other policing, security and enforcement agencies, 
including other police of jurisdiction (e.g. Ottawa Police Services) – Agree: 51%; Neither agree 
nor disagree: 21%; Disagree: 15%; Not applicable: 13% 


• My command structure worked well with domestic and international intelligence agencies – 
Agree: 31%; Neither agree nor disagree: 29%; Disagree: 9%; Not applicable: 31% 


 


Analysis of results:  


• Biggest concern was communication: Almost 40% of respondents disagreed that decisions 
made by RCMP management were well-communicated within the organization. 


• Leadership: Some respondents indicated the management team worked well and the command 
structure was effective, while others indicated that there was a need for better leadership 
generally, as decision making and communication were slow.  


• Lack of pre-planning: Concerns were identified about the need for more readiness/planning, 
including: protocols (standard operating procedures, best practices, table-top exercises), and 
pre-established tracking tools (for personnel and equipment).  


• Supervision (mixed): Strong team leaders (divisions, supervisors) communicated well, were 
collaborative, and provided clear tasking directions. In some spaces, there was also need for 
clearer communication of roles and lines of reporting, and better internal liaison/integration. 
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• External partners (mixed): Some respondents indicated there was good collaboration with 
external partners, while others indicated it could have been timelier and more meaningful. 


Information sharing 
Analysis of results:  


• Many respondents agreed that the information they received to support their role(s) was 
relevant (66%), accurate (61%), and timely (55%). 


• Biggest concern was timeliness. About one-third of respondents (30%) disagreed that the 
information they received to support their work was timely (received when needed). 


Mobilization  
Analysis of results:  


• Respondents disagreed - My duties were manageable within the assigned working hours (31%); 
My schedule was made clear to me (29%); I received regular communication about the changes 
in events or RCMP activities that affected my role (29%). 


• Biggest concern was scheduling: Some respondents indicated scheduling was effective, others 
identified concerns: short notice, lack of flexibility. 


• Logistics: Some respondents indicated logistics were well planned and communicated, others 
had concerns: quality and availability of meals and refreshments, unsuitable accommodations 
and a lack of access to washrooms. 


• Required resources: Some respondents indicated staffing was effective, others indicated 
capacity gaps in available resources (staffing, supplies). 


Training 
Results: 


- Based on previous training you had received, how well prepared did you feel to apply public 
order tactics during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events?  


o Well prepared: 31% 
o Somewhat prepared: 34% 
o Slightly prepared: 16% 
o Not at all prepared: 19% 


- Based on previous training you had received, how well prepared did you feel to apply the use of 
force during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events? 


o Well prepared: 56% 
o Somewhat prepared: 30% 
o Slightly prepared: 7% 
o Not at all prepared: 7% 


 
Analysis of results:  


• More respondents indicated they felt well prepared or somewhat prepared to apply the use of 
force (86%) versus apply public order tactics (65%). 
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• In terms of areas for improvement, about 35% of respondents indicated they were only 
slightly prepared (16%) or not at all prepared (19%) to apply public order tactics. 


• Generally, most respondents (70%) agreed that they had adequate training to perform their 
duties effectively and efficiently. 14% of respondents disagreed.  


• The majority of certifications were up-to-date. Physical Abilities Requirement Evaluation (10%) 
and Conducted Energy Weapon (8%) were the two out-of-date routine certifications identified 
by the most respondents. 


Equipment 
Results: 


- I had all the uniform, kit, tools, and technology required to safely and effectively undertake my 
role(s) during the Freedom Convoy 2022 events.  


o Agree: 63% 
o Neither agree nor disagree: 8% 
o Disagree: 14% 
o Not applicable: 15% 


 


Analysis of results:  


• Many respondents (63%) indicated they had all the uniform, tools, and technology required to 
undertake their roles. About 14% of respondents disagreed. 


• Biggest concern was uniform and kit: more and better-quality cold weather gear (jackets, 
gloves, boots, balaclava), and high visibility or public order gear (e.g. shields, bump helmets, 
etc.). 


• On-site equipment: reliable communications (e.g. police radios), weapons (e.g. Conducted 
Energy Weapon), and surveillance equipment (e.g. body worn cameras). 


• Computer equipment: more and better-quality computer hardware (laptops, internet 
connections) and software (e.g. tracking social media).  


• Vehicles: needed some specialized heavy equipment to remove vehicles 


Morale and support 
Analysis of results:  


• Biggest challenge: 31% of respondents disagreed they were consulted and/or able to provide 
feedback on matters related to their role. 


• Strong comraderies: There was trust and teamwork among colleagues. 


• Direction: Some respondents indicated joining instructions and assignments were effective, 
while others experienced a lack of clear, consistent and timely direction. 


Authorities 
Analysis of results:  
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• Only about half of respondents (53%) indicated that authorities available for peace officers 
were sufficient to effectively do their job. 


• Some respondents indicated the Emergencies Act, and briefings on it, were effective. Others 
indicated concerns such as no clear definition or understanding of their authorities, and too 
much political intervention. 
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Appendix D: Quick reference charts 
 


Ottawa truck demonstration 


Situation: A large volume of trucks arrived in the downtown core of Ottawa on January 28th, 29th and 
30th. The trucks remain in the downtown core causing traffic disruptions and ongoing disruptions to the 
daily lives of Ottawa residents. 


Mission: Using an integrated response, the Ottawa Police and policing partners will keep the peace, 
enforce legislation, and maintain public safety for the duration of the Ottawa Truck Demonstration, with 
the utmost respect to the individuals Charter of Rights and Freedoms with priority on community and 
emergency services personnel safety and well-being. 


Execution – main action plan: To de-escalate and negotiate the peaceful resolution and demobilization 
of the truck demonstration. Officers are expected to act professionally and use de-escalation 
techniques. Officers have full discretion to take appropriate action on any offences as laid out in various 
legislation and orders, consult with your command as required. 


Authorities: Obstruct Police; Breach of the Peace; Causing a Disturbance (Impeding another person); 
Mischief; Intimidation; Statutory Civil Disobedience (Sections 30, 31, 35, 65, 66, 127, 129, 175, 180, 
264.1, 266, 270 (1), 351 (2), 423 (1)(c), 421(1)(g), 430(1); Highway Traffic Act (Sections 132 (1), 134 (1), 
134.1 (1); Arrests without Highway Traffic Act (Section 217(2) – ss 9(1), 12(1), 13(1), 33(3), 47 (5), 47(6), 
47(7), 47(8) – 51, 53 – ss 106(8.2), 130, 172, 184 – ss 185(3), clause 200(1); R.S.O. 1990, c. H.8, s. 217 (2); 
1993, c. 40, s. 8; 2009, c. 5, s. 56; R:S.O. 1990, c. H.8, s. 217 (4); R.S.O. 1990, c. H.8, s. 217 (5) 


Admin: Records Management System CASE#: 22-17557. Use hashtag #Convoy in closing remarks on all 
reports and CAD calls related to the demonstration. OPS OT code: 0000CONVOY. Cost Centre: 124167 


Comms/command: Event Commander: Superintendent Rob Bernier 
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Service de Police d’Ottawa 


Avis aux participants à la manifestation 


C'est une infraction criminelle que d'empêcher, d'interrompre ou de gêner volontairement l'emploi, la 
jouissance où l'exploitation légitimes d'un bien.  


On appelle cette infraction un méfait a l'égard des biens.  


L'acte illégal de bloquer des rues dans le centre-ville a pour conséquence que des gens soient privés de 
l'emploi, de la jouissance et de l'exploitation légitimes de leur bien.  


Nous vous prévenons que quiconque bloquera des rues, ou qui aidera d'autres à le faire, pourrait de ce 
fait commettre une infraction criminelle.  


Vous devez donc cesser immédiatement toute activité illégale ou être sinon passible de devoir répondre 
d'accusations.  


Vous pourriez être arrêté sans mandat pour cette infraction si vous êtes impliqué dans une infraction ou 
aidez autrui, directement ou indirectement, à la perpétration de cette infraction.  


Que vous soyez ou non libéré sous caution dépendra de facteurs figurant dans la partie XVI du Code 
criminel.  


Tout bien lié à l'infraction, y compris des véhicules, peut être saisi comme faisant partie de l'infraction. 
Les véhicules peuvent être retenus et, à la suite d'une condamnation, possiblement confisqués.  


Les accusations ou condamnations liées à la manifestation peuvent entraîner une interdiction de 
franchir la frontière des États-Unis. 


// 


Ottawa Police Service  


Notice to demonstration participants  


It is a criminal offence to obstruct, interrupt or interfere with the lawful use, enjoyment, or operation of 
property.  


The offence is known as mischief to property.  


The unlawful act of blocking streets in the downtown core is resulting in people being denied the lawful 
use, enjoyment and operation of their property.  


We are providing you notice that anyone blocking streets or assisting others in the block of streets may 
be committing a criminal offence.  


You must immediately cease further unlawful activity or you may face charges.  


You could be arrested without a warrant for this offence if you are a party to the offence or assisting 
others in the direct or indirect commission in this offence.  


Whether you are released on bail depends on factors contained in Part XVI of the Criminal Code.  
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Offence-related property, including vehicles, may be seized as part of the offence. The vehicles may be 
detained and, following a conviction, possibly forfeited.  


Charges or convictions related to the unlawful activity associated with the demonstration may lead to 
denial in crossing the USA border. 
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Quick Reference Chart 
 City injunction Private injunction Emergency legislation 


(provincial) 
Criminal Code Highway Traffic Act 


Who Anyone with notice Anyone with notice Anyone Anyone Anyone 
Prohibited 
conduct/authorities 


• No open fire 
without a permit 


• No discharge 
firecrackers/ 
fireworks 


• No noise 
disruption 


• No blocking or 
damaging road 


• No physically 
counselling or 
preventing 
others from 
complying with 
order 


• In downtown 
demonstration 
zone: No idling 
for more than 3 
minutes in a 60 
minute period 
(unless the 
vehicle is 
occupied and it is 
-15 or colder) 


• Outside 
downtown 
demonstration 
zone: No idling 
for more than 3 


• No use of 
airhorns or train 
horns (unless in 
professional 
capacity (i.e. 
firetruck, 
delivery, etc.)) 


 


• Prohibits 
interference with 
critical 
infrastructure 
(i.e. 400-series 
highways, 
airports; canals; 
hospitals, etc.) 


• Prohibits 
interference 


 


• Mischief 
• Nuisance 
• Unlawful 


protest 
• Obstruct 
• Disobey court 


order 
• FTC Recog 


 


• Police officer may 
direct traffic; to 
ensure orderly 
movement of traffic; 
prevent injury/ 
damage (134 
Highway Traffic Act) 


• Police officer may 
remove a vehicle to 
ensure orderly 
movement of traffic; 
prevent injury or 
damage (134.1 
Highway Traffic Act) 


• Police officer in 
lawful execution of 
duties may require 
driver of vehicle to 
stop (216(1) 
Highway Traffic Act) 


*For roadway regulation and 
safety purposes 
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minutes in a 60 
minute period 
(unless the 
vehicles is 
occupied and it is 
-5 or colder) 
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Quick Reference Chart 
 City injunction Private injunction Emergency 


legislation 
(provincial) 


Criminal Code Highway Traffic Act 


Geographical 
locations 


City of Ottawa Vicinity of downtown 
Ottawa (being any 
streets north of 
Highway 417) 


Province of Ontario Canada-wide Province of Ontario 


Power of arrest Criminal Code 
Section 127 disobey a 
court order; or a civil 
arrest 


Criminal Code 
Section 127 disobey a 
court order; or a civil 
arrest if individual 
refuses to sign 
written agreement 


Criminal Code 
Section 129 obstruct 
when applicable.  
 
The Emergency 
Order does not 
create powers of 
arrest 


Criminal Code Highway Traffic Act 
Section 217(2) if 
police officer, on 
reasonable & 
probable grounds, 
believes 
contravention of 
section 216(1) 
occurred, may arrest 
without warrant 


Time frame Expires when City 
brings motion to 
amend 


60 days from 
February 16, 2022 


Revoked on February 
26, 2022 


Indefinite Indefinite 
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BARRHEAD - Barrhead RCMP Detachment interim detachment commander Cpl. Filipe 


Vicente has some reservations about a new pre-charge protocol instituted by 'K' 


Division. 


Vicente told Town of Barrhead councillors during the detachment's quarterly report at 


the May 14 council meeting Alberta RCMP Headquarters started rolling out the 


program this spring through the Alberta Justice and Solicitor General department, 


most notably Crown Prosecution Services, to select groups of 10. 


The Barrhead RCMP detachment was enroled in the program on April 29. 


"In the past, a member would go to a call, determine what was done wrong, what the 


[complainant] wanted, and decide what charges, if any, were appropriate," he said. 


Vicente said that in scenarios where officers respond to a call and hold the accused 


for a bail hearing, they can still decide which charges are laid. 


However, more often than not, he explained, for most files, especially for lesser 


offences, where officers arrest and release the suspect on an appearance notice, an 


undertaking or conditions, the detachment must submit a package, which includes 
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the charges the RCMP wish to lay. 


"They then tell us what to do," Vicente said, admitting there have been some "growing 


pains" for officers as they transition to the new system. 


Regardless of the growing pains and time to get accustomed to the system, Vicente 


foresees problems for rural detachments and communities. 


"The people making those decisions are in the city sitting in an office and, for the 


most part, don't know where Barrhead is or what the local issues are," he said. 


"Sometimes we charge an individual with what might seem to be a minor offence 


because of our knowledge of what they are doing and the impact they are having in 


the community." 


Vicente reiterated that those decisions are now being made "in the city" by senior 


crown prosecutors. 


"We've already submitted a few files [under the new system], and some have come 


back saying they are not going forward with charges," he said. 


Vicente realizes the province implemented the system to help alleviate court backlogs, 


but he is not sure if the province understands the impact it could have on rural 


communities. 


"I feel that [the pre-charge system] is like the Crown doing the defence's job," he said. 


"Things should be hashed out in a trial; that is what they are there for, but now, under 


this new system, it is getting done long before it gets there," he said. 


Vicente added that while it does change how police operate, adding a few extra steps 


as officers have to do a lot more work upfront, much of it remains unchanged. 


"We are still arresting people, giving them a court date, but it could be that the Crown 


doesn't recommend charges," he said. 


Mayor Dave McKenzie asked if the province's municipal police forces were moving 


towards the same system. 


"I believe so," he said. "This comes from the [Alberta Justice and Solicitor General 


department], so it would make sense that everyone follows the same lines". 


Coun. Don Smith added that the system could add to what he called "a-catch-and- 


release system". 


"[The Crown in the city] could say we don't have the time for this particular situation 


and throw it out," he said. 


Vicente agreed, noting what is relatively minor in larger urban centres and judged not 


in the public interest to prosecute "could be what is causing us all the issues out 


here." 


He added that the pre-charge system is only in effect in situations where police 


release suspects, where the crime is not deemed serious enough to hold them. 


"If there is a bad case of assault or domestic violence, we will be holding them for a 


hearing and following all the old protocols," Vicente said. "It is for something like 


shoplifting, where they are arrested, given a court date and put them on conditions 


not to return to that business. Now we have to submit that to the Crown, and they 


could say, sorry, it is not in the public interest." 


Coun. Ty Assaf echoed Vicente's concerns, asking him if there was a place for 


municipalities to lobby the province against the change. 


Vicente said he wasn't sure, but the province is pushing it "to make sure everyone is 


on the same page" as part of an initiative to reduce court time. 
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"[There are situations] where we are constantly dealing with this person, but it 


wouldn't be a reoccurring issue if they remained in jail," he said. "[In the past], we 


used to have local justices of the peace that you would bring [the accused] before for 


bail hearings. 'And the justice of the peace would say, didn't I see you last week? Didn't 


I tell you that was your last chance?' That made a difference in their decision on 


whether to grant bail. Now, we've gone to a system where everything is centralized, 


and that disconnect impacts smaller communities." 


Coun. Dausen Kluin asked if there were any other examples of jurisdictions where it 


had positively impacted smaller communities. 


Vicente replied that B.C. was the only province with a similar system, and he did not 


know how effective it had been. 


Barry Kerton, TownandCountryToday.com 


About the Author: Barry Kerton 


Barry Kerton is the managing editor of the Barrhead Leader, joining the 


paper in 2014. He covers news, municipal politics and sports. 
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Donald Best – Background for NCI


 Personal Background


o Former Toronto Police Sergeant Detective (1975-1990)


o Now independent journalist with emphasis on integrity issues in law 
enforcement, the legal community, and the justice system.


o 45+ years experience in law enforcement, complex investigations, 
undercover investigations, intelligence work, and investigations 
management in both the public and private sectors.


o Extensive experience in anti-corruption investigations / arrests of corrupt 
police officers and public officials. (Investigated 100+ individuals over the 
years)


o Extensive experience investigating Organized Crime, including long term 
deep-cover investigations into the relationships between Organized Crime,
law enforcement, the legal community, and governments.


o From 1996 through 2020, most of Mr. Best’s investigations were 
international in scope - requiring extensive travel in North America, 
Caribbean, Asia, and Europe.


o While a Toronto Police officer, assigned as the staff investigator for the 
Ontario Association of Chiefs of Police. Traveled extensively throughout 
Canada and the US speaking with Chiefs of Police and command officers.
Researching policing policies, operations etc.


o Personally developed and / or participated in the early development of 
operational technologies in law enforcement such as the first court video-
remand system in Ontario (1988) and the first use of a portable computer 
and database to log evidence at crime scenes (Ontario 1982). Continues 
to develop and use technologies to handle complex cases with hundreds 
of thousands or millions of pages of exhibits.


o Several awards for outstanding investigative work in police service 
including the Merit Mark (at the time second only to the Medal of Honour.)


o Accepted as an Expert Witness by several courts in the areas of 
Organized Crime (Triads) and Fraud.


o Accredited as a Certified Fraud Examiner (now lapsed since retirement)


o Active in Access to Justice issues - presentations and articles. Invited to 
present at various law schools in British Columbia and Ontario, and at the 
Law Society of Ontario.


o Sole Recipient - 2018 Ontario Civil Liberties Association Award. The award
reads in part: 


 “In his ongoing legal cases and public advocacy, Mr. Best has 
exposed corruption in the Canadian legal profession including 
secret orders and investigations by judges, the submission of false 







evidence in court by lawyers, and the failure of disciplinary bodies 
such as the Law Society of Ontario and the Canadian Judicial 
Council to investigate complaints against judges and lawyers.


 Mr. Best’s tireless efforts to create integrity and accountability in the
Canadian legal system make him an exemplary leader in the fight 
for equality before and under the law of all Canadians, including 
self-represented litigants.”


Detective Grus Case


 Donald Best has been closely following and reporting on the case of Ottawa 
Police Detective Helen Grus since March of 2022.


o Attended personally or virtually the majority of hearing days so far.


o Authored over 30 articles on the case and presented many hours of video 
reports on independent media shows. 


o Interviewed about the case several dozen times by both legacy and 
independent news media in Canada, the USA, and the UK.


o Investigated and secretly recorded phone calls with Public Health Agency 
of Canada personnel that show PHAC personnel interfered with and 
influenced the Ottawa Police response and investigation into Detective 
Grus - even continuing after she was charged and appearing before the 
Tribunal.













Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus – September 2021 email – corrected #4 1 


Following is the text of an email sent by Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus to her police 
colleagues in September of 2021.*** 
 
Helen Grus #1631 
Ottawa Police Service 
Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Section 
 
September, 2021 
 
To my dear police family, 
 
Over 18 years ago, I joined OPS and have never regretted the blessed opportunity I was 
afforded. There is no greater happiness in life than to help those truly in need. I am doubly 
blessed as I have been granted the good fortune of serving our communities proudly with you.  
 
Being raised by God fearing parents who fled socialistic regimes where citizen’s rights to 
education, jobs, housing and freedom of travel were restricted based on their religious beliefs 
and political affiliations.  
 
I was taught life was to be lived with dignity, honour, always seeking the truth and always 
staying true to and loving your family, your country and God! 
 
Family extends to friends, colleagues, neighbours and the community as a whole. I can say 
without a doubt, my family has given me strength, happiness and support throughout the 
years. Never does a day go by that I do not thank God for my family and this life I love! 
 
Canada's Constitution and our Charter of Rights and Freedoms have made Canada an amazing 
place to call home. As a police officer, I am honoured to have solemnly sworn to uphold this 
Constitution, which protects all our citizens’ rights and freedoms. I am a proud Canadian who 
loves my county. 
 
My faith in God is strong. Everything just fell into place throughout my entire life; family, 
friends, good health, amazing career, the list is endless. Some call it chance, I consider my life to 
be blessed by someone much greater than you or I. 
 
This past year and a half has been challenging for everyone. Watching news releases each day I 
fell back on my investigative skills directing me to seek out the source information in attempts 
to corroborate the doom and gloom of each day’s news reports on Covid-19 deaths, cases, 
prevention, transmission etc. I have researched countless peer-reviewed medical studies, 
government sites providing statistics, documents and data. I further have had extensive 
discussions with physicians, psychologists, community members who have suffered in result of 
not only the virus itself but also the crippling effects of the lockdowns; lost employment, mental 
health, discourse amongst friends, families and communities. 
 







Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus – September 2021 email – corrected #4 2 


To be clear, I do not deny that people have contracted SARS-CoV-2; with varying outcomes 
including succumbing to the virus.  
 
I do have serious concerns with the worldwide silencing of doctors, virologists, biologists,  
pharmacists, psychologists etc.  
 
Prior to submitting any further disclosure about my informed medical decisions in relation to  
SARS-CoV-2 vaccination status, I wish to have OPS or designate answer the following: 
 


1. What is the probability of fatality from SARS-CoV-2 in Ottawa, Ontario and Canada?  
2. What is the probability of recovery from SARS-CoV-2 in Ottawa, Ontario and Canada? 
3. How do annual death rates compare from 2000 to date in Ottawa, Ontario and Canada? 
4. What is the guidance for certifying deaths from SARS-CoV-2 in Canada and why did the 


WHO alter the criteria at the onset of the proclaimed pandemic in relation to the 
guidance for certifying deaths from SARS-CoV-2? 


5. Has OPS reviewed the available databases of material adverse effects reported to date 
for people who have received the EUA vaccines against SARS-CoV-2? 


6. Is OPS aware of the adverse effects their own membership has experienced upon 
receipt of the EUA vaccines against SARS-CoV-2? 


7. Can you provide evidence that fully vaccinated persons do not contribute to the 
transmission of SARS-CoV-2? 


8. Can you provide evidence that increased vaccinations do not contribute to the evolution 
of the new variants? 


9. Can you provide evidence that the mandated EUA vaccines will be equally effective 
against newer variants? 


10. Can you provide evidence that conventional pharmaceutical treatments which are fully 
safety-tested, licenced and approved, like Ivermectin and Hydroxychloroquine, are 
ineffective? 


11. Are you aware that all vaccine producers; Pfizer/BioNTech, Moderna, 
Oxford/AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson have been granted indemnity and bear no 
liability for the consequences of their vaccines which are only in clinical trial phase and 
being distributed under Emergency Orders? 


12. Will OPS take full legal and financial liability for any injuries, adverse effects and/or 
death occurring to members following the receipt of any EUA vaccine potentially 
mandated? 


 
Please understand, I love policing and I love coming to work each and every day. I do not wish 
to be insubordinate. I do not wish to be accommodated. I feel I can continue my regular duties 
in SACA safely and effectively without having to disclose my personal medical decision. I 
maintain my health with nutritious eating, exercise and attempt to acquire proper rest. I 
monitor my health with medical check-ups and as requested; complete the requested daily 
screening. 
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I do not envy the position of our decision makers and policy makers as the public outcry is 
extensive.  
 
It is my informed opinion that much of the fear-based decision are based on the hear-say of the 
media’s non-stop narrative. 
 
Having spoken to numerous colleagues at OPS, I do request OPS management, including Health 
& Safety check on the Mental Health of our members. Many are not only carrying the burden of 
the past year; responding to the rise in suicides and attempt suicides, seeing the destructive 
rise of opioid related deaths, overall mental health decline of society.  
 
Most recently, the members that take pride in the rights and freedoms of our great nation are 
struggling with the strong-arm approach of “Employees who refuse to comply with the 
requirements of this policy will not be permitted in the workplace and may be subject to a 
variety of consequences, which can include leave without pay or discipline, up to and including 
dismissal”, by (Ottawa City Manager) Steven Kanellakos.  
 
This has caused great stress to members, in a time when all members working at OPS have the 
right to work in an environment that is respectful and free of harassment and discrimination. 
All members have an individual responsibility to contribute to creating and maintaining a 
respectful workplace. 
 
I conclude with a request for you to listen to Dr Julie Ponesse’s podcast, professor of Ethics at 
Western University. 
 
I am proudly committed to protecting the safety, security and quality of life to our 
communities; side by side with my brothers and sisters in blue. 
 
God Bless and Stay Safe, 
 
Helen Grus #1631 
SACA, OPS 
 
 
*** NOTE from Donald Best about the sources of this email… *** 
 
After I started reporting on the Detective Helen Grus case, I received several copies of the above 
email. For readability, I have broken a few of the longer paragraphs into shorter sections. 
 
To assist those unfamiliar with Ottawa, I also inserted the words ‘(Ottawa City Manager)’ before 
the name ‘Steven Kanellakos’. The words ‘(Ottawa City Manager)’ were not in the copies of the 
email that I received. Should there be any question about the accuracy of the email, I can be 
reached at info@donaldbest.ca 
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An Ottawa Police Service cruiser is seen at Laurier Avenue West and Metcalfe Street as trucks are parked 


throughout downtown Ottawa during a rally against COVID-19 restrictions. (Justin Tang/The Canadian 


Press) 


Fewer than 10 Ottawa police officers remain on leaves of absence without pay after 


missing the force's deadline to become fully vaccinated, although that doesn't mean 


all service members have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine. 


Officers had until Jan. 31 to get fully vaccinated, but only those who remain 


unvaccinated were put on unpaid leave as of Feb. 1. 


"Officers who have one dose are not on leave; only those with no dose are on a leave of 


absence without pay," a police spokesperson wrote in an email. 


Ottawa police change course, announce mandatory vaccine policy 


Before the deadline, those who hadn't received their two doses were tested every 72 


hours. 


The service is comprised of 1,480 officers and more than 620 civilians, according to its 


website, and 95 per cent of officers were fully vaccinated as of Jan. 10. 


While concerns arose that implementing such a policy could affect frontline staff , the 


number of officers now on unpaid leave represents a miniscule portion of the Ottawa 


Police Service. 
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Ottawa Police Association president Matt Skof says it was a tough day on Tuesday when the remaining 


unvaccinated workers were sent home. (Justin Tang/Canadian Press) 


Vaccine mandate a 'heavy-handed' approach, union says 


Still, police union head Matt Skof said it wasn't "a good day" when the officers were 


sent home. 


"As I've been saying, from the beginning, it's a very heavy-handed approach to having 


a mandatory policy," said Skof, president of the Ottawa Police Association. 


The police service is now among a minority of police forces, he said, as most still use 


rapid tests as an acceptable compromise. 


Skof also called city councillors "sickeningly hypocritical" for what he termed as 


"screaming, crying for police resources to attend their communities" during this 
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ongoing protest — after supporting a reduction of the police budget at the end of 


2021. 


"We're spending a fortune on having outside public resources ... or because Ottawa 


was not properly equipped to deal with a demonstration of this magnitude, of this 


scope," Skof said. 


"They have been improperly staffed. The budgets have been restricted. And now we're 


sending officers home [for being unvaccinated], both sworn and civilian. All critical 


pieces." 
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Detective tried to uncover vaccine status of dead 


children's parents, sources say 


Det. Helen Grus suspended with pay, under investigation, say Ottawa police 
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The Ottawa Police Service says it has suspended Det. Helen Grus with pay in connection with an investigation 


by the professional standards unit. (Olivier Plante/CBC) 
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An Ottawa police detective who opposed the force's COVID-19 mandates is under investigation 


for allegedly trying to find out if parents whose infants had suddenly died during the pandemic 


were vaccinated, CBC News has learned. 


The misconduct allegations against Det. Helen Grus raise questions about how police treat cases 


involving the most vulnerable members of society — and whether their own personal pandemic 


biases are influencing their work. 


Grus has been suspended with pay since Feb. 4 amid an ongoing internal disciplinary 


investigation into how and why she was allegedly attempting to collect the information. 


A constable by rank, Grus is a detective in the force's sexual assault and child abuse unit, which 


investigates criminal cases that involve some of the most vulnerable victims police see. 


That includes newborns and infants who die in sudden circumstances — investigations that are 


mandated by law. 


These deaths are automatically investigated 


Whenever an otherwise healthy baby dies unexpectedly, without explanation or from unnatural 


causes, the province's coroner and the police must investigate. 


That would include, for example, any case of sudden infant death syndrome. 


After rigorous medical testing, including autopsies, the coroner's office then classifies the 


manner of death as either natural, accidental, a homicide or undetermined. 


Ottawa police could lay criminal charges in cases where they believe there's wrongdoing, but 


when an infant dies, it's exceedingly rare for that to happen. 


According to multiple sources, Grus allegedly accessed Ottawa police files for which she wasn't 


an investigating officer and then allegedly contacted the coroner's office to learn the COVID-19 


vaccination information of parents in those cases. 
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It's not known how many times she allegedly tried to access that information or whether she was 


ultimately successful in collecting it. 


It's also not clear to what end Grus was allegedly accessing the information, whether she was 


acting in her capacity as a police officer or whether she was acting out of personal interest. 


While police are tasked with investigating if anything criminal led to a sudden death, it's the 


coroners who assess the medical information in the cases. 


Placed on leave for not complying with vaccine policy 


Sources also described Grus as holding anti-mask and anti-vaccine views in the workplace. 


CBC News has learned she was one of fewer than 10 Ottawa police officers placed on unpaid 


leave after the service imposed a mandatory vaccine policy for all employees. 


Any Ottawa police officer without at least one shot of a COVID-19 vaccine as of Jan. 31 was sent 


home without pay. Grus's suspension with pay was then imposed just days after the vaccination 


deadline. 


According to Ontario's salary disclosure list for 2021 , Grus was paid $137,390.15. Grus did not 


reply to a request for comment on the allegations against her. 


In a statement to CBC News, the Ottawa Police Service confirmed her suspension and said 


it "related to an ongoing conduct investigation by the professional standards unit." 


"As the Chief has advised repeatedly, since the beginning of the year [the service] has launched 


several internal conduct investigations involving a small number of members. We take these 


investigations very seriously. These investigations are ongoing," the statement said. 


The Office of the Chief Coroner said it could not comment on any Ottawa police investigations 


and for "privacy reasons" could not discuss any death investigations. 


To date, no disciplinary charges have been laid against Grus. 


ABOUT THE AUTHOR 


Shaamini Yogaretnam 


CBC Ottawa reporter 
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SUMMARY KEYWORDS	
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hallie, information, allegations, parents, sources, speak, died, law, criminality, investigation, 
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SPEAKERS	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?), Shaamini Yogaretnam	


	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  00:00	
As a veteran officer, Ottawa Police Detective Helen Grus has spent time investigating child 
abuse, including difficult cases when a newborn suddenly dies. But now she is under 
investigation for allegedly trying to find out if the parents of infants who died during the 
pandemic had been vaccinated for COVID 19. CBC crime reporter Shaamini Yogaretnam has 
been looking into this story and joins me now. Good morning.	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  00:27	
Good morning, Hallie.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  00:28	
So incredibly sensitive. When a child, a baby, dies. So difficult for the families involved. When 
would an officer such as Detective Grus typically get involved?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  00:41	
They are really sensitive cases Hallie. A detective like Grus gets involved whenever there's an 
unexpected sudden death of a child. Police are mandated by law to investigate all of those 
cases. That includes cases like sudden sudden infant death syndrome, where there is no 
criminality, but still there are requirements for police and the coroner to ultimately investigate. 
SIDS parents for example, are routinely told how to navigate police involvement. 	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  01:12	
You know, yes, these cases are a check in a system so that no infant deaths escaped scrutiny. 
But these are cases where the most tragic time in a new parent's life is really just exacerbated 
by what is, you know, a very clinical and legal process that simply has to play out by law.	
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Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  01:33	
So what have you learned about these allegations against Detective Grus?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  01:39	
We know that Grus was allegedly taking it upon herself to find out the vaccination status of 
parents whose infant had died during the pandemic. We know she was allegedly interfering in 
cases that weren't hers, allegedly using her position as a police officer to attempt to get access 
to the information. She was allegedly doing that by seeking information directly from the 
coroner, who is part of that system of checks and balances that investigates all the relevant 
medical information. Cops aren't doctors, right? They they they look at the law, and coroner's 
look at the medicine.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  02:19	
You keep on saying allegedly that this this story came about from sources. Why were the 
sources willing to speak out about this, do you think?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  02:30	
Yeah, I keep saying allegedly because you know, these are allegations. No charges have yet 
been laid against her. But I did hear from sources. You know, the the unit in which Grus works 
is, is widely known to have some of the most sensitive detectives on the force. They deal with 
sexual assault and child abuse victims. You know, these are challenging emotion and trauma-
heavy cases. I have no doubt that sources were motivated to speak about this because it's, 
you know, to their mind, a further victimization of who are innocent people who are having the 
worst time in their lives, that it strikes really at the heart of what police are supposed to do. You 
know, it's a it's a difficult subject to talk about, especially on the radio, but every single police 
officer has that 911 call that they attended on patrol to find an unresponsive baby and 
inconsolable parents. That's not an exaggeration. They are the most vulnerable of victims and 
and force-wide they are treated that way.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  03:37	
So So what do we know about detective Grus' views on vaccines or vaccine mandates?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  03:45	
This is where the question of the questionable parts of of of Grus' alleged conduct really merit 
more scrutiny Hallie. We know according to sources that she opposed mandatory mask masks 
and vaccines in the workplace. We know that she was one of the fewer than 10 police officers 
who refused to comply with the force's mandatory vaccine policy. And that ultimately she was 
placed on unpaid leave as a result. So this is not a detective who who was not. You know, who 
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was not thinking about the things that she was doing. Certainly there were personal factors 
that had to be considered here.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  04:27	
Have you spoken to her directly?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  04:30	
Grus did not reply to my efforts to speak with her. We really don't know why yet. But given the 
parameters of who investigates what, we're we're kind of left with two options to my mind: that 
she was allegedly doing so for personal reasons, or that her own personal biases were 
allegedly affecting her police work. 	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  04:52	
We don't know to what end she was allegedly doing this. Was this, you know, some sort of 
effort to find criminality for a medical decision of parents to be vaccinated? Or, you know, was 
it some kind of informal data collection? But if that was the point, a data collection to what end? 
Right. So, so police are, are continuing to investigate and hopefully answer those, those really 
important questions.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  05:19	
You mentioned that she may have reached out to the coroner to get information. Did the 
coroner provider her with that information?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  05:28	
Well, if they did, they're not telling us. The coroner would not answer any questions about their 
ongoing death investigations, or any ongoing internal Ottawa Police investigation. 	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  05:39	
You know, it's not it's not unreasonable for a police officer to seek information for from a 
coroner. But it's certainly unreasonable for one to do so on cases on which they're not working. 
And it's not so much the flow of information. That's the problem. It's the intent of why that 
information was collected. So again, hopefully, a police investigation starts to give us some of 
those answers.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  06:07	
What is the response from OPS at this point?	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  06:11	
So Ottawa Police have suspended her. Um, they say that they are taking the allegations 
against her very seriously and are continuing to investigate Grus' conduct. The service has 







 


	
20220328	CBC	Radio	Audio	Only	


4	


suspended her with pay. But the interesting thing here is that her leave for failing to get 
vaccinated was unpaid. That was the sanction based on her own choices and a workplace 
policy. Her suspension now as an Ottawa Police officer, puts her back on the public dime. And 
that will be the case while the investigation against her unfolds.	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  06:45	
It's a fascinating story Shaamini. Thank you so much. 	
	
Shaamini Yogaretnam  06:49	
Thanks, Hallie. 	
	
Robyn Bresnahan ('Hallie'?)  06:50	
That's CBC crime reporter Shaamini Yogaretnam. You can read Shaamini's full story on our 
website cbc.ca/ottawa	
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